MIKVAH
Spell it “mikvah” or “miqva”, or use its plural “mikva’ot” or “miqva’ot”, it means “pool/pools”, and refers to the ritual baths that symbolize set-apartness to Yahuweh--separation unto Him exclusively. He says in Exodus 20: “You shall have no other gods against My face”… “For I, Yahuweh, am a jealous El…”  
For more clarification, here are some quotes and research notes from the article “The Meaning of Mikvah” by Rabbi Dani’el Rendelman, Emit Ministries, South Carolina, Shabbat May 28, 2008, and from The Bible in the Shrine of the Book-From the Dead Sea Scrolls to the Aleppo Codex, by Adolfo Roitman--an official publication sold by the Israeli Park’s association at Qumran.
From “The Meaning of Mikvah”: “`T’vilah’ is the physical act of immersing into a body of moving water, called “mikvah” in Hebrew”.  It appears from his article that in general usage that the word “mikvah” often describes the whole procedure--entering the pool and immersing.  
 “The Encyclopedia Judaica says that a mikvah is a collection of water—a pool or bath of clean water, immersion in which renders ritually clean a person who has been unclean through contact with the dead, or with a defiled object, or through an unclean flux of the body. (Numbers 19; Leviticus 15)” 

“Mikvah is not a once in a lifetime event, but an action to be experienced over and over again. The power of the immersion cleanses and thus brings about healing and restoration. 

I Peter 2:5, 9-10: We are priests unto Elohim, and like Levites we must stay cleansed in order to minister to His people.” “Mikvah re-enforces separation”! (II Corinthians 6:17-18-7:1)

“Immersion is a `procedure’ that sets us apart as set-apart ones to YHWH.” 
“The spelling of “mikvah” in Hebrew is, from right to left: mem, kof, vav, hey”
***“The mikvah at creation: Genesis 1:5: `gathered the waters’ is actually the word “mikvah”. Life sprung forth from this gathering. Iyob (Job) 38 shows this imagery.” 

“Immersion is also an act of repentance following rebellion against YHWH!”

Acts 2:38: “Repent and be baptized for the remission of sins”…

I Corinthians 10:1-2: They were baptized, separated, when they crossed the Red Sea. “The same waters that separated the Israelites drowned Pharaoh”. ***Exodus 15:4: “The word `drowned’ in Hebrew is ‘mikvah’. 

Exodus 19:10-11, 14: This describes their mikvah before receiving the Torah (instructions and teachings of Elohim to His people). 

“Mikvah is a means to be set-apart”. 
“To appropriate His Presence one must be ritually clean, and the place of His Presence must be clean”. Thus because the Temple had been defiled, in Ezekiel 11:23, He departs from off the ark. The truly born again person becomes a temple of the living Elohim. Therefore, spiritual purity is mandated to approach His throne. 
Leviticus 14: The lepers had to be ritually clean before entering the Temple

Leviticus 15: The priests had to stay ritually clean

“People who became unclean were put out of the camp.” Leviticus 15:31

***“Separation is the calling of all believers”. 

We are “called out of darkness into His marvelous light”. (Leviticus 10:10; Haggai 2)

Sha’ul (Apostle Paul) compares the brit milah (circumcision) with mikvah. 
Colossians 2:12-15; Romans 6 – the old life is cut away – “circumcision of the heart” … (Hebrews 10:22)

“The Apostles and early believers continued the Jewish practice of mikvah as a symbol of conversion”. (Acts 19:4-5; I Corinthians 6:11)

“Every single baptism in the Messianic Writings from Acts to Revelation is done in the name of Yahshua”. (Acts 2:38) 

“Even the method of baptism during Biblical times was different than today. The person would first wash himself and make sure he was very clean. Then he would walk into the water by himself and squat down into a fetal position. This was usually done 3 times and was witnessed by someone who stood nearby to make sure the immersing person was completely covered by the water. This witness would declare the immersion complete in Yahshua’s Name.”

***“In this study, we learn that the process of mikvah is an outer symbol of inward changes that have taken place in our lives, it is who we are”.

“Mikvah is part of the repentance process”. (Isaiah 1:16-17)
“We are to turn from our evil ways, wash (or mikvah), and change our life”.

“Mikvah is an important part of salvation. But, mikvah is not just a one-time event”. “Immersion is how YHWH has prescribed we can come to Him.” (Jeremiah 33:8; Zechariah 13:1)

***“Going to a mikvah is like going to a funeral--our own”. (I Peter 3:21-22; Yochanan Alef - I John- 1:19)

**Jeremiah 14:7-8: “O Hope Israel”:  ***Jeremiah 17:13: “O Yahuweh, the Hope of Israel, all who forsake You shall be ashamed. And they that depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken Yahuweh, the foundation of living waters”. 

Regarding John 8:3-11: In John 7:37-39, Messiah presents Himself as the fountain of living waters that satisfies spiritual thirst, at the “water pouring ceremony” on the last day of Sukkot. Living water is moving or running water. The water was brought from the pool of Shiloah, at the base of the City of David, fed by the Gihon Springs. He was rejected by the Pharisee leaders, who were plotting to kill Him. 
In John 8, these same leaders brought a woman to Him, caught in adultery, but did not, in obedience to the Torah, bring the man also. They sought to trap Him, to make Him appear to break the Torah. He stoops down on the ground to write something, which makes them back away and leave.  Could He have written their names in the dirt, causing them to remember the prophecy of Jeremiah 14:7-8?  Very possible!  They knew who He was.   

“Yisra’el Yahshua!” – or “The Immersion of Israel is salvation”. “Our mikvah into Yahshua’s blood and water is our salvation”. (John 19:34)

Zechariah 13:1:  The fountain opened to the House of Israel is the blood of Messiah Yahshua

Hebrews 9:22: “Be immersed into Him and be washed in His precious blood”.

“Mikvah mayim”: Water immersion: Mikvah into Yahshua is part of the restoration of all things”. (Acts 3:19-21)

Ezekiel 36:24-29; Romans 6:1-4: The word “Hebrew” means “one who has crossed over” – crossed over water, i.e. the Red Sea.

**”We are a living mikvah”. “This is who we are. We are a living, waking, breathing mikvah”.  Deuteronomy 7:6

John 3:23:  Yochanan baptized where there was “much water” for immersion.

Acts 8:38-39 – Philip met the Ethiopian eunuch where there was much water. Here it states that Philip and the Ethiopian both went down under the water, and came up out of the water together. 

Romans 6: “Mikvah identifies us with the death of Yahshua”.

Colossians 2:11: “Circumcision was an outward sign of the complete surrender to YHWH. We enter into covenant with YHWH”. 

**”Baptism (immersion under moving water) is a process by which we say to YHWH and to the world that we no longer want to live under the power of sin but under the Kingship of Yahshua Messiah”. 
*** “Baptism is not effective because you get wet. It is effective because it is part of the process of pledging our unending devotion to Yahshua as Master. Baptism is only effective if it makes a difference in the way that you live. There are plenty of people in churches all over that believe that they got eternity taken care of because they got wet. All that happened is that they went into the water a dry sinner and came back up a wet one”.

From The Bible in the Shrine of the Book, the mikvas of Qumran: “The dividers separated the impure from entering the bath, from the pure leaving it. - As midday approached, the sectarians interrupted their labors to bathe and purify themselves as a prerequisite for the communal meal…They considered the ritual immersion , which took place mainly in ritual baths (Mikva’ot) … more of a symbol of spiritual purity than a means to achieve spiritual cleanliness. The ritual was common among Jews of that period.” 
As you will see, the mikvah was and is an outward symbol of inner separation and set-apartness, necessary to be in the remnant of His people who are dedicated to knowing Him and obeying Him. The Torah is full of instructions on cleanliness of His servants, His priests. Yet in Exodus 19:5-6 and I Peter 2:9, we see that His intent is that all of us be priests unto Him, to bring offerings of praise and worship to Him. We are called to offer our lives as a “living sacrifice” to Him, spending our lives in obedience to Him as good servants, that we might rule and reign with Him in His soon-coming Kingdom.  
II Corinthians 6:14-7:1: “And do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? And what fellowship has light with darkness? And what agreement has Messiah with Belial? Or what part does a believer have with an unbeliever? And what union does the Dwelling Place of Elohim have with idols? For you are a dwelling place of the living Elohim, as Elohim has said: `I shall dwell in them and walk among them and I shall be their Elohim, and they shall be My people. Therefore come out from among them and be separate’ says Yahuweh, `and touch not what is unclean and I will receive you. And I will be a Father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me’ says Yahuweh the Almighty. Having, then, these promises beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of the flesh and the spirit, perfecting set-apartness in the fear of Elohim”.

This passage clearly indicates t’villa/mikvah--separation, set-apartness--even as Eliyahu (Elijah) separated the followers of Ba’al and the followers of Yahuweh on Mt. Carmel (I Kings 18).  In Matthew 10:34-39, Messiah clearly indicates that He came to bring separation.  In fact, as Hebrews 12:14b states: “…Without set-apartness, no man will see Elohim”.  Elohim is light, and He will not allow darkness in His Presence!  From Genesis 1, when Elohim separated the light from the darkness in the natural world, He demanded that His people walk in His light, and be separated from the darkness of Satan’s kingdom. 
Qumran is where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found, hidden by the Essenes for their protection. Cave four alone contained 15,000 fragments of Scripture and writings on set-apartness by the Essenes. At the top of my website Come! Enter the Mikvah, you can see cave 4. 

The Essenes were most likely Zadok priests who fled from the corruption in Jerusalem out into the wilderness, taking with them many scrolls of Scripture. Their austere lifestyle is a pattern for all of us who will follow the Master Messiah Yahushua (Yahshua) as a disciple (a taught one), and as a bond servant, in training for reigning. They felt they were in preparation for the final battle against the sons of Belial – Satan – and the sons of Elohim. Thus, their writings which became known as The War Scroll, are very prophetic for our day. 
The mikvah and t’villa in the mikvah are NOT a religious exercise! It is a profoundly deep experience within the very spirit (heart) of us, in which we consciously separate ourselves from the world, our own fleshly lusts, and the Devil, so that we might be totally aligned to Yahuweh, our Elohim!  Yahuweh our Abba (Father) and Yahushua our Savior and Redeemer are NOT a religion! They are Persons to know. The only way to really know Them is by going through the Scriptures from start to finish by yourself, asking the Spirit of Yahuweh to teach you. He is the only source of pure Truth. 

Please refer to the article: “A Radical View of Set-Apartness”, which I wrote after I went to Qumran the first time in 2009. Use this article as a springboard for your own study.

I emphasize that we must personally go from Genesis to Revelation on any subject, and ask the Spirit of the Father (Abba Yahuweh) to teach us. Only He has absolute pure truth, and all who are taught by Him learn the same things, and so eternity is open to us and available to us to tap into NOW!  Don’t waste your time running here and there to man’s meetings, where man gives his opinions on the Scriptures then asks for money, when you can spend that time in His Presence, letting Him teach you. Then He will tell you, in your spirit, who to listen to and who not to listen to!  He is very personal! 
My fascination with the mikvah began at Qumran in 2009. But, during a personal tour throughout Israel with my son in October 2011, our discoveries of mikvahs began with Korazim, then Qumran, then the Ophel in front of the south wall of the Temple Mount, then in the City of David. There are at least ten mikvah’s in Qumran. But, it seemed that there were as many in the Ophel--used for purification before men went up on the Temple Mount. 
The mikvah was a part of daily life for the Aaronic and Levitical priesthood from the days of Aaron, but it became a symbol for all those who wanted to set themselves apart to Yahuweh and be clean and blameless before Him. He has told us: “Be set-apart as I am set-apart”. In I Corinthians 6:14-7:1, we see that unless we are separate from the world and set apart to Him in spirit, soul (mind/emotions/will) and body, we cannot be one of His people. (Leviticus 19:2; 20:26; I Peter 1:16) 
Leviticus 11:44: “For I am Yahuweh your Elohim: You shall therefore set-part yourselves, and you shall be set apart for I am set apart…” This theme is all through the Scriptures.
Exodus 19:5-6: “And now, if you diligently obey My voice and shall guard My covenant, then you shall be My treasured possession above all the peoples—for all the earth is Mine, and you shall be priests and a set-apart nation…” 
I Peter 2:9: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a set-apart nation, a people for a possession, that you should proclaim praises to Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 
As priests before Him, we must be set-apart as the Levites were set-apart to His service, by the blood of the spotless Lamb, by the anointing of the Spirit, and by daily cleansing in the “water of the Word”, in repentance, submission to His will, and in praising Him and sharing His Word with His people.

In Revelation 22:11 He says: “…let the set-apart be more set-apart…”  If we are going to enter His Presence, we must be undefiled, blameless before Him. Refer to the article “Esther”, to see how we are to approach the throne of our King.  We come repentant, humble, contrite, submissive, yielding to His will, with no agendas or ambitions of our own, except to please Him. He will not have spiritual pride, or self-righteousness, or rebellion of any type in His Presence! He is set apart, and we must be set apart to align to Him. The mikvah was symbolic of this set apartness. 

The idea of the mikvah comes from the laver--the place of washing for the priests, between the brazen altar of sacrifice, and the doorway that went into the Set-Apart place where the priests ministered before Yahuweh, and for the people.  The Set-Apart place contained the “table of showbread” on the right – where twelve loaves of bread were placed daily to represent the twelve tribes of Ya’cob. There was the menorah on the left side, the seven branched candlestick which represented the seven types of assemblies of Messiah, historic and present-day (Revelation 2 and 3). In between, in front of the veil that covered the Ark of the Covenant, stood the altar of incense. 
Revelation 8:3-5: “And another angel came and stood by the altar, having a golden censer: And there was given to him much incense that he should offer it with the prayers of the set-apart ones upon the golden altar, which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the set-apart ones, ascended before Elohim…And the angel took the censer and filled it with fire off the altar, and cast it into the earth: And there were voices, and thunders and lightening and an earthquake.”  
The prayers of the set-apart ones are precious to Him. When it comes time for Him to judge the earth, the prayers of the set-apart ones will be cast onto the earth to begin the judgment.

The Presence of Yahuweh dwelt between the cherubim on the mercy seat above the ark, inside the curtain/veil. It was into this Most Set-Apart Place that the High Priest only entered once a year to offer blood upon the mercy seat for the entire nation. But, before the priests could go beyond the “Outer Court”, towards His Presence, they had to wash in the laver.

Hebrews 12:14b: “…without set-apartness, no one will see Elohim”. 

The ones who endure and overcome to the end must be more set-apart to Him. Many of the set-apart ones will die as martyrs, but their reward will be glorious in His Kingdom. 

I had a dream a few years back. It was silly, I thought, until I realized its message. There was a naughty man, not a wicked one, just a naughty one who was pestering me and attempting to foul up what I was attempting to do. I asked him something like: “Do you take a regular shower each day, or a regular bath?”  Then I woke up. What did taking showers or a bath have to do with his naughtiness?  Abba taught me that those that daily cleanse themselves in the “blood of the Lamb”, and in the “water of the Word”, being repent, remain filled with the Spirit, walk in His nature, and are obediently walking before Him in blamelessness, flowing with His purposes, and with His servants. Those who are carnal, fleshly, children of this world, no matter what their belief system, are defiled, dirty, unclean, and useful to the enemy.
It is in daily spiritual cleansing that we remain before Him in peace and joy.  Without a bath or shower we begin to stink. The flesh stinks. The “flesh”, naturally ruled by the soul realm that contacts the world around it by the five senses—the mind’s reasoning on its own, negative emotions, and self-centered will--is the seat of the sin-prone nature, the seat of the lusts of the flesh, of pride, and of reason that is against Yahuweh’s Word.  The “flesh-soul” must be harshly disciplined and brought under the control of the Spirit of Yahuweh, so that it submits to His will and does not fight His will/His Word. This is called dying to self. It is a daily discipline. Therefore, we must daily enter the mikvah of His Word, and His Spirit, so that we are immersed totally in His will and His ways and His nature. He purifies us so that we walk before Him in 

blamelessness. We align to His nature, ways and thinking. We are obedient servants, who delight to do His will. Our mind and emotions and the lusts of the flesh that contact this world, are subject to the spirit that has been reborn by the transformation of Yahuweh’s Spirit. Forty things happen when one is truly born from above and become a new creation. [Refer to: “The True New Birth”] Our nature is changed.

I John 3 is a clear monitor of that change.  Sin is no longer tantalizing. “Sin is the transgression (rebellion, revolt, apostasy) of the Torah”--transgression against the teachings of Abba for right standing in His Kingdom.  

Set-apartness to Abba Yahuweh goes back to Deuteronomy 15:9, 16-17. In the year of Jubilee, when the slaves go free and all property is returned. If the servant wanted to stay with the Master, the Master took an aul (an ice pick) and drove it into the ear of the servant, piercing his ear to a door. This marks the servant for life. Messiah speaks in Isaiah 50:5-7: “Yahuweh Elohim has pierced My ear, and I was not rebellious, neither did I turn back. I gave My back to those who struck Me, and my cheeks to them that plucked out My beard. I did not hide My face from humiliation and spitting…I have set My face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed”.  Yahushua, before the foundation of the world, yielded to Yahuweh to be the sacrificial lamb for the salvation of the House of Ya’cob.  He became the Suffering Servant willfully, that we might be saved. Messiah said: “I am the door…”  The set-apart have had their ears pierced to the Door, and will not leave the Master’s house. They hear Him clearly and obey Him quickly. They forsake all to follow Him. (Luke 14:25-33)
The laver, the washing basin of the priests, was necessary before the priests could go further into the Set-Apart Place of the “inner court”.  Without being cleansed of defilement, we cannot enter into the inner court of His set-apart ones. As priests before Him, we must stay clean in all ways. The mikvah is a daily reminder of this mandate for spiritual cleanliness. 
When one is born of the Spirit by faith in the Redeemer, their eternal spirit is perfected. The spirit, located in the loins area of the body as Scripture attests to, becomes clean, and a portal is opened in it to the Presence of Yahwueh. But, the soul (mind, emotions, fleshly desires, sin-prone nature) must be harshly disciplined to conform itself to the submissive re-born spirit. 
Once a person is born of the Spirit, they have the privilege of asking Messiah to baptize them into the Spirit (Luke 3:16). Ezekiel was filled with the Spirit. King David asked that Yahuweh would not take His Spirit from him. One cannot receive the infilling of the Spirit of Yahuweh without new birth, by faith. So, salvation by faith in the blood of the Lamb was a known reality from the day of the sin of Adam and Eve. “Without faith it is impossible to please Him”. Habakkuk says: “The just shall live by his faith”. 

The entrance of His Spirit cleanses us further, giving us close contact with His Presence (anointing) at all times, so that we hear Him within our spirit (in the loins area of our body). We interact with Him, we let Him teach us, for the “mind of the spirit” has unlimited capacity to learn and retain. [Refer to: “Forty Ways Elohim Speaks to His People”). If the mind and emotions are disciplined by the Word, a person begins to manifest the nature of Elohim, and sees the natural world as one who is in it, but not of it. What sweet fellowship we have when we align to His will in mind and emotions, and His Presence fills our entire spirit, soul and body with joy and peace. 
Sha’ul prays, I Thessalonians 5:23: “And the very Elohim of peace set you apart wholly. And may your whole spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Master Yahushua Messiah”.  
The water baptism (immersion) that follows one’s receiving salvation by faith in the blood of the Lamb, is a one-time event that publically shows the world that we have received Messiah as our Savior and Master. In pubic baptism, we show that we have died with Him by going all the way under the water, and risen to new life with Him--dying to our own will--the desires of our human nature--and have come alive to His will and His nature. We are showing the world that we have come out of the kingdom of darkness and are now in the Kingdom of Light.  It is well described in Romans 6. 
Baptism/immersion in water in the Name of Yahushua, is our first mikvah. But, in the mikvah of separation we can stay daily cleansed. It is the cleansing that we must have when we wake up in the morning, and throughout the day – letting the “water of the Word” flow over us, immersing us in His will.  It is the daily purification of repentance so that we conform to His image and likeness. Taking a special shower to symbolically purify ourselves is also advisable, as long as it is included with washing in the Word, and allowing the anointing of the Spirit to flow into us, through us, over us--immersing us.   
Romans 12:1-2: “I call upon you, therefore, brothers, through the compassion of Elohim, to present your bodies a living sacrifice--set-apart, well-pleasing to Elohim, which is your reasonable worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of Elohim”. 
It is our immersion in the Word daily that transforms the soul (mind, emotions). It has a profound effect our thinking processes, our emotions, our body, and our will. Praise also immerses our mind and emotions in His peace and joy. Daily declaring the Psalms of praise and victory is a mandate if we are going to keep an open channel to the throne room of Elohim. We must not let the negative world of the enemy clutter up our mind, and emotions, so that we give in to their thoughts.  
After knowing Him since age four, and teaching the Word most of my life, I was alone with Him most of eight years in Aqaba, Jordan (1999-2007), where I studied the Word with Him as my teacher, and then wrote from what He gave me. From2007 to date, I am still continuing this practice. Thus, the 450+ articles I’ve written since 2001. In 2007 I began traveling more than ever, and headquartered part time in Israel. He continued to teach me, and give me writing assignments. He also began sending me more and more to do gate keeping—intercession at key places. By allowing Him to download His thinking into me all these years, my mind, my memory, became very clear, and became able to remember what I have learned from Him and give it out. My body has been so healthy. In Jordan I maybe had one headache a year when the sandstorms blew off of North Africa. My energy level was great. The more I studied with Him, allowing Him to teach me, the stronger I got. So, I have worked in study and writing and teaching and counseling 12-14 hours a day for most of the last twelve years.  Thus deceptions are very clear to me. It grieves me that so many people are following big-named human teachers and are falling like flies into ditches of deception. These teachers only use enough Scripture to validate their deception, but if one knows the Word as taught by the Spirit, then their deception is clearly exposed. 
Messiah says in John 6:63: “It is the Spirit that gives life. The flesh profits nothing. The Words that I speak to you are spirit and they are life”.  
Few have a personal relationship with Elohim. This is because they do not allow the Spirit of Yahuweh to transform them into the nature of Elohim, so that they have His nature, His mind, or His ways. So few allow Him to teach them, and so do not know Elohim personally.

In II Corinthians 3:17-18, we see that as we look into His face in prayer and into His Word, the Spirit transforms us into the image of Messiah. Here the Word tells us “the Spirit is Yahuweh”.

In Exodus 19, we read Yahuweh’s instructions for His arrival. He is about to come down and give the Torah to His people.  “And Yahuweh said to Moshe: `See, I am coming to you in the thick cloud, so that the people hear when I speak to you and believe your forever’…And Yahuweh said to Moshe: `Go to the people and set them apart today, and tomorrow. They shall wash their garments, and shall be prepared by the third day. For on the third day Yahuweh shall come down upon Mount Sinai before the eyes of all the people…And Moshe came down from the mountain to the people and set the people apart and they washed their garments. And he said to the people `Be prepared for the third day. Do not come near a wife. And it came to be, on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightening and a thick cloud on the mountain. And a voice of a shofar was very strong…” 
Look at Hosea 6:1-3 and Matthew 24:29-31. The giving of the covenant between Yahuweh and His people on the third day foreshadowed the coming of Messiah in His third day, with the long blast of the shofar. In the third day He “raises us up to live in His sight”. It has been now a little over 7,000 years since Creation. We are in the morning of the 7th millennium, since Yom Teruah September 29, 2000/2001. Messiah was born on Tishre 1, 3 BCE, as scholars now understand. He will return on a Tishre 1, Yom Teruah, in the near future. Thus, we have entered the third day since Messiah’s birth. Within this third day, “in the morning” of it, He will come to set up His Kingdom. The world’s leaders are preparing for it, but they are preparing to fight it. They are preparing for the world’s people as a whole to fight His return. A small band of set-apart ones are preparing to receive Yahushua with great joy. The war is on between the sons of Beliaya’al and the sons of Light, between the defiled and the set-apart.
In Daniel 7, we read that the evil world ruler will try to wear out the set-apart ones, and kill them. We read it again in Revelation 13. The wearing out is evident. The major killing of the Torah-guarding remnant of Messiah is soon to come. Let us focus on Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, 18, 21-22, 26-27. In the middle of Lucifer’s chaos to destroy what is of Yahuweh, we must focus on the victory of our Redeemer!
Numbers 19:11-12, 17, and 19-21: This gives instructions regarding the sacrifice of the red heifer. Then it gives the rules for anyone who touches a dead human being. “He that touches the dead of any human being is unclean for seven days. He is to cleanse himself with water on the third day, and on the seventh day he is clean. If he does not cleanse himself on the third day, on the seventh day he is not clean…And for the unclean soul, they shall take some of the ashes of the heifer burnt for cleansing for sin, and running water shall be put on them in a vessel…And the clean shall sprinkle the unclean on the third day and on the seventh day. And the seventh day he shall cleanse himself and shall wash his garments and bathe in water and shall be clean in the evening. But the man who is unclean and does not cleanse himself that soul shall be cut off from among the assembly, because he has defiled the set-apart place of Yahuweh—water for uncleanness has not been sprinkled on him, he is unclean. And it 
shall be a law for them forever”. 
If you read carefully the description of the red heifer, you will see that it pictures the sacrifice of Messiah.  The sacrifice of Messiah, accompanied by Yahuweh’s Spirit, and the water of the Word cleanses a person. The Spirit takes faith – symbolized by the hyssop used for applying the ashes and the water to an unclean person-- and by His power He takes an unclean person and does 40 things instantly to transform them into a clean person—transformed, set-apart, and justified before the Judge of the universe. (Please refer to: “The True New Birth”) 
In Exodus 12, the blood of the Passover lamb was applied to the door posts of each house by using hyssop. In Psalm 51, King David prayers: “Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean”. Hyssop is a little shrub found in the desert.  
I learned from a believing Arab that each spring Muslim Bedouin in Jordan take a perfect lamb and transfer their sin onto it. Then they kill the lamb. They take hyssop and apply the blood of a slain lamb to the doors of their tent--a ritual that they do not understand. The believer told them about Exodus 12, and they rejoiced! The leader of a remote tribe in the north of Pakistan, high up in snow covered mountains, told a friend of mine who went there that they do the same thing, but they didn’t understand why. After  explaining the Good News the whole tribe believed in Yahushua Messiah and are being taught the Torah. 

It has been 2,000 years since Messiah was born. As of September 29, 2000/2001 Yom Teruah, we entered the “Third Day. If we are cleansed by the blood of the Lamb, Messiah, then as He comes in the seventh day from creation, we will be raised to be in His sight. 

Unless one applies the blood of the slain Lamb of Elohim by the third day--today, our day, the time before His coming--then when He comes for His own in the resurrection of the justified, that one is lost forever from His Presence.  So while the religious world spews and spatters about their differences of doctrine, and what rabbi to follow or what pastor or teacher, the set-apart ones are conforming to the nature of the coming Messiah, for on “that day” the third day and the seventh day mesh together.
Hosea 6:1-3: “Come let us turn back (t’shuvah) to Yahuweh, for He has torn, but He heals us. He has stricken but He binds us up. After two days He will revive us. On the third day He shall raise us up so that we live in His sight. So let us know, let us pursue to know Yahuweh…” 
Yes, Amen! Let us pursue to know Yahuweh and the soon-coming Messiah Yahushua!

Priests were set apart by the sprinkling of blood and the anointing oil. But, first they were washed, immersed--cleansed. The Spirit applies the blood of the Lamb to us for salvation after we repent before Yahuweh, and He pronounces us clean!  Then the blood of salvation is applied to us, and we are sealed by 
the Spirit unto eternal life. Without repentance there can be no salvation! The washing is repentance and faith applied to receive the blood and the oil.
Then as we proceed from the brazen altar of sacrifice to the laver, we wash again before entering His Presence. Just because we’ve had the blood applied for forgiveness, and had our sins washed away, and been anointed by the oil of His Spirit, we still have to keep cleansing ourselves in order to approach the 
throne of a Set-Apart Elohim, who is a consuming fire.  We can’t just waltz into the throne room of Yahuweh with dirty lives, bringing a Santa list of requests. 
Yahuweh is gracious, but He is all light. Darkness cannot approach His throne. Look at a lighted light bulb. It is almost blinding.  How close can darkness get to it? How much darkness can enter the rays of the sun?  We must be washed and cleansed before approaching Him, so that we are filled with His light, just as the priests had to wash at the laver before entering the Set-Apart Place.  (Leviticus 8:23; 14:14, 17; 25:28; 29:4-7, 20) 

Leviticus 13 and 14 give us the procedure for anyone healed of leprosy. In Numbers 12:1-16, we have the account of Yahuweh putting leprosy on Miriam for criticizing Moshe’s marriage to an Ethiopian woman. Moses pleads for her life. Miriam is put out of the camp for seven days, then Yahuweh healed he, and she was brought into the camp. The tribes could not travel further until she joined them. 
Leprosy is a symbol of sin. We are born leprous. We cannot get rid of our sin nature by good deeds. But, faith in Messiah’s sacrifice can cleanse us! Yahuweh can remove our sins from us. The Spirit brings us into right relationship with Yahuweh and transforms us. He can give us the power to bring our sin nature under His control.  Only by daily dying to self, submission to His will, discipline of the mind and body, and transformation of the mind by the Word, can we ever expect to take on His nature and thinking. The more we yield to Him, the more set-apart we become. 
In Luke 17:12-19, Messiah meets ten lepers. He tells them to go show themselves to the priest for inspection.  As they went in obedience, He healed them. But only one came back to say “thank you” and to worship Him. Messiah asks: “Were there not ten healed?” He calls the man “stranger”.  The word in Greek is “allogenes”, meaning “of another race”. He was not of the House of Ya’cob. Yet his faith and his humble thanksgiving and worship brought him more than just healing, it brought him restoration of his body as before he had leprosy. “The just shall live by his faith”, Habakkuk 2:4.
We must realize that without Him we can do nothing. We are helpless sinners without Him. With Him we can do all things that He asks us to do.  We were leprous, and thrown out of the camp. By faith, we are brought into the camp and pronounced “clean” by the High Priest (Yahushua).

Six thousand years mankind has been a leprous race. Mankind has been easily controlled by the lies and deceptions of Lucifer/Satan and his demons (fallen angels). But, if we are born again by the power of Yahuweh’s Spirit, then on the seventh day we are raised up to live in His sight, at the resurrection of the justified.  Messiah is coming very quickly. Are you prepared to face Him?

We must daily mikvah in the Word, in prayer, in praise, in worship, in obedient actions as the Master has told us to do.  “Husbands love your wives, even as Messiah loved His assembly, and gave Himself for it, 
that He might set it apart and cleanse it by the washing of the water of the Word, that He might present to Himself a glorious assembly, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be set-apart without blemish”.  (Ephesians 5:25-27)
In Qumran on October 10th this year, my third time there, I asked Abba: “Why do I feel so much at home here, so much a part of this ancient people?” “What is the message of Qumran to me?” He answered me quickly: “I am calling you to greater set-apartness”.  

In Matthew 10:24-25 Messiah says: “A disciple (taught one) is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for the taught one to become like his teacher, and the servant like his master.”
They understand that in the east. Each group of Orthodox Jews, for example, conforms to their rabbi so much that they are like little clones. They dress like him, their mannerisms conform to his, they speak what he speaks, they give forth his message, and conform their lives to his desires. This is what is called “discipleship”, being a taught one, being a servant of a master. This concept is virtually foreign in the West. When Messiah said in Luke 14:33, “Unless you forsake all that you have, you cannot be My disciple”, He was calling those who would die to self in order to learn from Him and follow Him.  The “disciples” understood that, and so they left all to follow Him (Luke 18:28-30). 
Have you sinned and felt dirty and had a craving to take a hot shower, then afterwards you feel so much better in body, mind and spirit? It is because the water is symbolic of the desired cleansing by Yahuweh, and our being set once again into His favor. It is a good idea to use your shower before sunset on Shabbat eve, as a purposed cleansing of your soul also, so that you enter Shabbat feeling clean all over. 
Be aware daily of your thoughts, your actions, what you listen to, what you see, what you believe, so that you align to the Word. Get alone, ask the Spirit to teach you, and read whole books of the Scriptures at one sitting. Take notes on what He speaks to your spirit—impresses on your spirit. He will give you direction for the week. Be sure to obey it. 

Man is getting more and more bombarded with deception and lies. There is a purposed mind takeover of the people of this world, so that few even have the ability to think clearly anymore. By abiding/dwelling in His Presence, He can align you to the nature and ways of Elohim. Don’t quote Psalm 91 if you are not willing to do what is necessary to live in verse 1. It is those who “abide” in His Presence, not leaving it, who are able to ask what they will of Him and He does it (John 15:7).

Do your own research. The mikvah of our soul into His Word is imperative if we are to survive the hypnotic mind programming that is assailing us right now, and in the days to come. Review the article “Living From the Eternal Spirit”. If you live from your spirit, then you will endure an overcome.  I hope that’s you.

Shalom with love, 

Yedidah

October 28, 2011
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