CROWNS
Should this mean anything to us? 
The crown of human beings, created in Yah’s image: Hebrews 2:6-7  

Messiah’s crown of thorns: Matthew 27:28 

Crown of Life: Ya’cob 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Crown of righteousness: II Timothy 4:8

Incorruptible Crown: II Corinthians 9:24-27
The crown for achievement: II Timothy 2:5

The crown of glory: I Peter 5:4

The overcomer’s crown: Revelation 3:11

In the days of American Christianity when life was slower, the subject of crowns was taught from the pulpits. But, I have not heard it taught by believers for years.  
In Revelation 4:10, we read of the twenty-four elders taking off their crowns and casting them at Yahushua’s feet. There is nowhere in the Scriptures that tell us that we as individual believers will “cast our crowns at Jesus’ feet”. That’s another one of those un-Scriptural Christian   sentimentalities.  

Revelation 3:11: “Behold I come quickly. Hold fast what you have that no man take your crown.” 
In this letter to the assembly of Philadelphia, which is symbolic of the Bridal remnant of the last days, Messiah speaks to her. In Revelation 3:11, Yahushua describes her in relationship to her eternal destiny--Revelation 22:3-5--in His Presence forever, in the eternal City. (The bridal Psalm: Psalm 45:6-15) Yet, all overcomers receive a crown of victory, also!
The winning of a crown for our achievement is part of our reward. 
From I Corinthians 9:24-27: “Don’t you know that they which run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? So run that you might obtain…”  We all run in a race, but one is crowned … the winner. We all have a chance to be winners! 
In this race of eternal life our re-born eternal spirit competes against our earth-bound soul for supremacy. In today’s fast-paced life that centers around achieving for “self”, the idea of being crowned for our obedience and faithfulness to Yahuweh is little more than Walt Disney’s Cinderella to most. It is meaningless. Most would rather have a raise in their job, a bigger house, a new car, a vacation, and security, than to work for something that belongs to an eternal dimension. Most put off anything to do with the eternal realm for Sunday church or Saturday assembly. Most people’s lives are compartmentalized, i.e. “God” belongs in the compartment of “religion”. Otherwise, most are only concerned about their day’s activities to fit in with what is culturally accepted as “normal”. To step out of that box to seek something that has been relegated to a type of mystic Elysian Fields, or a “sweet by and by” is a waste of time to most. After all, making money, being entertained, and making sure one’s children are accepted by their peers, is of top priority. Eternal crowns are the least thought of thing, for most.

Yet, it is what Sha’ul tells us to strive for – the “prize” of the “high calling”.

Messiah wore a crown of thorns to give to His people the crown of righteousness and eternal life to “overcomers”, those that win the race. 
He helps us, but we have to run it. It takes endurance, and those that endure to the end of the race shall be delivered/saved, at Messiah’s coming. He will wear the crown of the High Priest – the gold crown that reads “Set-Apart to YHWH”. (Exodus 28:36-38; Leviticus 8:9) He will wear the crown of the King of kings. (Zechariah 6:12-15). 
King David wore a crown. Solomon wore a crown. The Kings of Judah wore crowns. The kings of pagan nations wore crowns. It is a symbol of authority to reign. The coming reigning King, son of David, will wear a crown. He doesn’t want our crowns, they are ours. We will reign with Him, thus each who rules with Him will have an identifying crown. 
All royalty in ancient times wore crowns as a symbol of their authority. 

We only have authority as it is given to us as a reward for our faithfulness to Yahuweh. We must operate inside our realm of authority, in humility. Only He can crown us. 
Psalm 103:4: “…Who redeems your life from destruction, who crowns us with loving kindness and tender mercies” … Some crowns are not visible!

Speaking of wisdom in Proverbs 4:9: “She shall give to your head an ornament of grace; a crown of glory shall she deliver to you”.

The wise understand the nature, ways and thinking of Yahuweh, and so are crowned with authority and honor.

Proverbs 12:4: “A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband”… 

The word “crown” is mentioned 85 times in the KJV Bible. Gray hair is a crown to the righteous elderly. Grandchildren are a crown to the righteous. The righteous have many crowns in this life. But, eternal crowns are won by enduring, overcoming, faithfulness, and obedience. These are our outward identifying signs in Messiah’s Kingdom that we reign with Him. 

Let us keep our mind and spirit focused on eternal things, and prioritize our time, so that we are prepared for eternity. Let worship of Yahuweh be a daily part of your life. We contact the eternal realm through our re-born spirit, in the loins area of our body – where we commune with Him, learn from Him, are directed, comforted, and strengthened by Him. It is where we commune with Him. Let us practice daily for eternity! 
Shalom, with love, Yedidah – written February 24, 2013 
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