INTERCESSION – KNOWING The BASICS

Introduction:  From A House of Prayer of All Nations by Chaim Richmond:

Page seven: “The Hebrew word for `sacrifice’ (korban or lehakriv) is from the same root as `to come near, to approach…to become closely involved in a relationship with someone.’  There is no word in the English language that can adequately render the idea behind the Hebrew word `korban’.   

The English idea of giving up something, a gift, or giving up for some else’s benefit: There is no such attitude in `korban’.  It is exclusively in the Bible in the context of man’s relationship to Elohim.  Thus its true meaning can only be grasped through its root…the concept of coming close.

With this definition, the goal of the Temple sacrifices is nothing less than the aim of dedicating human life to a higher sphere…closer to the Creator and Source of all life”.

Page nine: “The sacrifices were not an end in themselves.  The sin offering, which was only a small part of the sacrifices, was not acceptable unless it was accompanied by true repentance”.   Without repentance there is no salvation—this principle has been in effect since Adam and Eve.

The Hebrew understanding of faith:  If you believe something, show it by your works—corresponding actions, otherwise you don’t believe it.  Words are cheap—“faith without works is dead”. (Ja’cob 2)  “Works” are actions in accordance with the Torah of Yahuweh—obedience to His commandments.   If we say we love Him, show it by obeying His commands (John 14:15; 1514).

The Hebrew understanding of love:  If you love someone, you submit to them, you obey, you enter into their life and become one with them.   If we love Messiah, we obey, submit and enter into His life.   “Hate”, used in Luke 14:25, means to not submit to their control, their desires and wants over your life—to set aside their rule over you, in order to submit to the one you “love”.  This is why the Word admonishes the man, and the woman, to leave their mother and father and cling to each other.  They are no longer under the tutorship of parents, but are free to love each other as man and wife.    

------------------------------------------------------        

Scriptures:                                                     Examples of Intercession: 
Ephesians 6:10-18; Exodus 28                        Exodus 32:31-33

Isaiah 11:1-5                                                         Numbers 16:22 

Isaiah 53:12                                                          Isaiah 64:6-12 

Ezekiel 22:30                                                       Ezekiel 11:13

Isaiah 59:16                                                          Ezra 5:9-10:1                                                                              

I Thessalonians 5:7-9                                         John 17

Daniel 9:3-19                                                                                                             

Romans 8:26-27                                                                                                           

II Corinthians 10:3-6

I Timothy 2:4-6

Hebrews 4:14; 7:25

Intercession:  To stand before Yahuweh on behalf of His people and His will for them, and to stand between (in the “gap”) Yahuweh and His people (Ezekiel 22::30) to plead for the good of His people, and for the honor and esteem of Yahuweh before His people to be manifested.  To go out and proclaim His will into the earth, using His Hebrew Name—thus opening a door for Him into this world to do His will on earth, and in the hearts of His people, whom He has foreknown and chosen to be His own.  Therefore, intercession is primarily done on behalf of His chosen remnant—the seed of Jacob—who will remain faithful to Him in the days of evil to come.   

Jeremiah 31:7: “For thus says Yahuweh:  Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: Publish! Publish! And say: `O Yahuweh, spare your people—the remnant of Israel”.   

Elijah said to Ahab (I Kings 17:1):  “As Yahuweh lives, before whom I stand, …”   Intercession is a priestly calling.  This is why we must spiritually be clothed in the garments of the High Priest (Zadok: Righteousness)—the Melek Zakok—the King of Righteousness—Yahushua Messiah.  

Spiritual warfare:  To stand between the people and the “gates of hell”—demonic realm of Satan—on behalf of His people--to stand for the will of Yahuweh in order to loose someone or a group of people from the grip of Satan.  

We must be clothed in the “whole armor of Elohim” in order to “stand” firm.

Ephesians 6:10-13a 

II Corinthians 10:3-6: “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, but mighty through Elohim to the pulling down of strongholds—casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of Elohim, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Messiah, and having a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled”. 

The role of intercession is not for novices in the faith.  It is for the mature, the stable in the Word, the obedient, the ones Yahuweh can trust to speak His will into the earth.  He only backs His will!   Our authority-level is built by mutual trust, through our obedience to Him, and our submission to Him, even in our thoughts.

We cannot rightfully speak His will into the earth, unless our life is pure before Him.  Judgment is also a part of intercession, and we must not judge anyone or any situation by our “self”—only His judgment is perfect.  (I John 5:14-15)

Intercession, and spiritual warfare require an intimate relationship with Him—for we are “living sacrifices” unto Him—(see the above description of “sacrifice”).  He cannot use someone with “self” on the throne—we must die to selfish ambitions, selfish agendas, and self in general, and live a life of repentance, in order to be pure and set-apart bond slaves of Yahushua Messiah.

The bond-slave lives in the Master’s house—is trusted totally—and receives the benefits of friendship with the Master.  (John 15:14-15)

In Acts 19:15, the demons ask those playing games with deliverance:  “Yahushua we know, and Sha’ul we know, but who are you?  

At times He says:  Do not make intercession for someone or something, as in Jeremiah 7:16.  It is because the person or people have gone so far into sin that His mercy cannot reach them, because they love their sin (not because He doesn’t want to redeem them).   Jeremiah 7:15-16:  He says to Judah:  “And I will cast you out of My sight, as I have cast out all your brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim.”  To Jeremiah He says: “Therefore, pray not for this people, neither lift a cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to Me: for I will not hear you”.  In Jeremiah 15:1 He puts it this way to Jeremiah: “Then said Yahuweh unto me: Though Moses and Samuel stood before Me, My mind could not be towards this people: cast them out of My sight, and let them go forth”.

The worst punishment that Yahuweh could have inflicted on His people as a whole was to banish them from the land of Israel.  The greatest gift is now in operation—He is bringing back a remnant of the whole house of Jacob—all the tribes (Judah and Ephraim) to the Land.   Deuteronomy 11:12—His eye is on one Land continually—His Land—Israel—that He gave to Abraham and his seed through Isaac and Jacob.  Therefore, to cast them out of His sight was to cast them out of the Land.   We must know Him—His thoughts, His ways, His modus operandi—so that we do not intercede, when He says “NO”.  

Intercession is “mediation”.  The High Priest, Yahushua, is our mediator before the throne of Yahuweh—II Timothy 2:4-6; Hebrews 4: 14; 7:25.  

Mediation—intercession--is not “prayer” or “supplication”.   Prayer is basically: To hear Him, and know His will, so that we can go out and do what He says.  Messiah spent whole nights in prayer, and then went out to do what He said, and speak what He said.   We are to “pray without ceasing”—that doesn’t mean we are to talk without ceasing, but to listen to Him continually, and then do what He says—to be ready to intercede when He says, to prophesy when He says, do minister to individuals as He says.  “Supplication” is asking—requests.    

We are to have our ears constantly tuned to what He wants—to prophesy, to minister, to speak, to act, to do as He says, when He says to do it.  The obedient servant has his ear “pierced” to the “door”.   (Deuteronomy 15:16-17)  Messiah said:  “I am the door”.   If we have our ear pierced to the door, as a willing bond-slave, because we love the Master, then we are always in “prayer”, and obedience.   Supplication is “request”.   Yes, we can ask for ourselves, our family, and speak to Him about our needs, other’s needs.  But, this also must be guided by His will, or else we get nothing—I John 3:21-22; 5:14-15.

I John 3:21: “Beloved, if our heart condemns us not, then we have confidence towards Elohim, and whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him because we keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight”.  

I John 5:14-15: “This is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us, and if we know that He hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desire of 

Him”.

Do you see that keeping His commandments—His teachings and instructions—His laws and right-rulings (His Torah) is paramount to getting what we ask for?

Isaiah 55:10-11: “For as the rain comes down and the snow from heaven and returns not…so shall my Word be that goes forth out of My mouth:  It shall not return to Me void, but shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it”.  

“Mediator”:  #3316 Greek: “go-between, a reconciler, intercessor, or mediator”.  

Intercessor: #6293 Hebrew: “To come between, to entreat, intercessor, to meet together…” Intercession before the Father is when we stand between Him and the people, and entreat on their behalf according to His will, where we meet before Him, and submit ourselves to His desires, on behalf of the good of His beloved ones.   Only one whom He knows and respects can do this.  Those who “fear” Him enough to keep His commandments, are the ones He respects.  (Psalm 103:13-18)  

Romans 8:26:  #5241: “to intercede on behalf of”

Romans 8:27:  #1793:  “to confer with, to entreat in favor or against, deal with, make intercession”

(Numbers (#) from James Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible)

Identification is paramount in deep and thorough intercession.   A person can lay their hands on a map, and intercede over places on the earth, as He leads, from their home.  But, when He needs an open door, and something paramount to be enacted, the intercessor must go on-site.  The calling of an intercessor is the calling of a priest and a prophet, whose duties require a laying down of one’s life totally to the will of the Master!

When I was in Aqaba, waiting for a store to open at 10:00AM, from about 10 minutes until 10:00, I watched people coming to the door, looking inside, rattling the doorknob and going away with scowls on their faces.  Then at 10:01, a cheery man came with a whole ring of keys.  He opened the door, to the delight of several, including myself, and we all went in.  He could not open the door from his house, or his car.  He had to insert the key into the proper lock in order to open the door.  This is intercession.  The Father spoke to me at that time:  “Prayer can be made anywhere; intercession must be made on site”.

Intercession is the job of a gatekeeper.  Spiritual keys must be inserted in actual locks--proclamation made over actual doors.  

A perfect example is in Messiah Yahushua Himself.  He did not stay in heaven to redeem us.   He came to earth to intercede for us—Isaiah 53:12.   By His intercession on the stake, He took our sins, and stood between the Father and a lost people, and His blood bought for us our salvation.    He “tasted” death for everyone—Hebrews 2:9.  He submitted to the judgment for OUR sins.  

We go and stand in His place, on this earth, in intercession, and call for an open door for His will to be brought into this earth.  Though this earth is His, man gave it to Satan (Genesis 3).  Therefore, when Messiah was tested by Satan, (Matthew 4), Satan offered Him the “kingdoms of this world”.   It was a valid offer.  When 

Messiah comes, Revelation 11:15-18 tells us: “The kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of Yahuweh and of His Messiah”.  

Matthew 16:19:  He gives to us the keys OF the Kingdom of heaven.  These keys are used in spiritual warfare to unlock the prison-house and gates of hell for His set-apart ones.  His remnant is being held in prisons of debt, in marriages that are tragic, in emotional and mental prisons, and in literal prisons, being tortured and killed, in countries that are hostile to believers.  Because of cultural expectations and demands many submit themselves to prisons that they don’t have to live in.   Messiah came to set us free from Lucifer’s world system.  Therefore, we must be in warfare for those whom He lays upon our heart.  He is calling a remnant to freedom!

We must learn wisdom in dealing with demonic forces—for this is no game.  If our authority level is low, then the demons will mock us and attack us, and attack our families, as in the story in Acts 19:13-16.  We must be backed by His authority, in His rightful Name, in order to go against these powerful demonic forces upon the earth—especially now.  We must only stand in the gap according to His Word.  We must have wisdom—demons are legalists, bound by Yahuweh’s law.  We must know how to bind them, and loose them to go.  

Matthew 16:19: “And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever you shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”   Here’s the catch—we must only bind and loose as His authority backs us.  He must be able to trust us.    

To “bind” on earth means that we boldly proclaim what has already been bound in heaven.  We are releasing that will of the Father into the earth.  We are disallowing what is not of Him—we are prohibiting, standing against, what is not of Him.  To “loose” means we are boldly loosing what has already been loosed in heaven--we are repeating His will into the earth—permitting what is of Him to take place—allowing what is His will to go forth into the earth.   We are His mouth in the earth—His Ambassadors who represent His desires.

We must have wisdom in “binding the strongman” (Matthew 12:29).  We must not touch those being delivered, but must order the demonic spirits to go to the place of judgment until Messiah comes.   Otherwise, they can legally jump onto us—again as in the story in Acts 19:13-16.   

We must not be involved in Christian hocus pocus—using formulas, pouring out of the bread of wine upon demonic strongholds, observing occult “lay-lines”, doing repentance for things He has not ordered, holding hands in a circle (for someone in the circle might be demonized, and then that passes through to us), which is also a witchcraft coven thing.  There are many things now that are sidetracking His people into mystic, occult ditches, in the name of “spirituality”.  Beware!  These things look good—but the Word is the standard of good and evil.

Utmost in importance—know the Word as He teaches it, and know His nature!   Many are being led into silly things in intercession because they do not know His Word, or the nature of the Elohim of Israel.  Therefore, those who are still locked into lawless (Torah-less) Christianity, or Christianity mixed with 

 “Hebrew roots” (the now-popular “playing Jew” syndrome), into Messianic doctrines (some of which are pure heresies), or into mystic, allegorical, interpretation of the Word, must not do intercession before Yahuweh.  We must repent of any falsehood that we have participated in.  Foolish people are listening to popular religious gurus for their instruction, reading their books and magazines, and going to the Internet and T.V. for their instruction.  These who by-pass learning from the Ruach Yahuweh, and choose man instead as their authority, must not do intercession before Yahuweh.  The kickback could be horrendous, for He does not respect those who do not seek totally purity and set-apartness unto Him.  He is a jealous Elohim!  (Exodus 34:14)

Intercession as proclamation and declaration:  Elijah heard from Him, as he stood before Him (I Kings 17:1).  Then Elijah went and proclaimed it before Ahab:

“It shall not rain these years, because of my word”.   How could Elijah proclaim that it would not rain, and then later that it would rain, because of “his word”?

It is because Yahuweh’s word had become his word in his mouth!

A big part of intercession is proclaiming His word into the earth, to open doors, or shut doors, as He wills.  He is the one who shuts and opens (Revelation 3:7), but He uses our mouth to do it.  He put His Word into the mouths of His prophets, and as the prophet spoke, Yahuweh spoke!

The intercessor becomes the mouth of Yahuweh!

This is why the intercessor must fear Yahuweh with a passion!    To speak in His Name without it being from Him is highly dangerous.  To speak for Him with lack of forgiveness, hate or bitterness in our heart, with hidden or open sin, personal agendas to promote ourselves, greed, and other defilement, is very dangerous.  Isaiah 8:13: “Set-Apart Yahuweh of hosts and let Him be your fear and let Him be your dread”.  The word “fear” means terror, great fear.   Leviticus 10:3: After Aaron saw his two oldest sons burned up before him by Yahuweh, Moses told him not to mourn, for the two sons were in great disobedience, having no fear of Yahuweh, and Yahuweh judged them on the spot.  Then in verse 3, “Moses said to Aaron: `This is that, which Yahuweh spoke saying, “I will be set-apart in you that come near to Me, and before all the people, I will be esteemed.”’”  

We must be careful to guard His Torah (His instructions and teachings of the Kingdom of heaven), written in His Word, and obedient to His will as He speaks to us daily!   No excuses, no “but”, no anything—just “yes Sir”.

Matthew 7:21-23—those who did things “in His Name”, yet calling Him, “lord”, were cast out of the Kingdom because they were “a nomia” (Greek)—without Torah.   They were law-less, Torah-less—Christians.

Qualification-characteristics for intercessors:  Un-compromising set-apartness unto Yahuweh—His way—and purity of heart:  These are prime characteristics of those He trusts.   Do Not Compromise His standards—yet walk in His love.  Religious pride is defilement.  Humility and gentleness, meekness and contriteness, a repent heart, sensitivity to sin, as well as e

gentleness, kindness, compassion, joy and peace—operating in the fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-24) is what is required.   Loudness, fleshly boldness, aggressiveness, pushiness—attracting attention to ourselves—this is not of the Father!   Boldness, in the power of the Ruach Yahuweh gets the job done—and does not draw attention to ourselves.  It is not loud—it is not a performance!

Wear proper clothing!   Intercessors must be modest and represent the instructions of the Word, for women and men.   Women should wear simple skirts and mid-long-sleeved blouses, no low cut tops, no tight fitting anything—that’s Greek—showing off body parts.  Men—no shorts, or tank tops, but long pants and mid-long-sleeved shirts.  No flip flops, no unbuttoned shirts or tight fitting anything---we must not draw attention to our bodies.  This is good advice for dress anywhere, since we represent set-apartness from the world.   We don’t have to look “religious”—just modest.  (I Peter 3:3-4)

Humility, meekness, a quiet spirit, contriteness, (no pride, arrogance, or a religious spirit) are major characteristics.   We must know our bond-slave position.  Hearing from Him in silence and aloneness, submission, develops a high relationship with Him.   We must become living “sacrifices”—drawing near to Him.  We must be highly focused.  NO CHIT CHAT—NO WORLDLY BLABBING and shallow talking, when on assignments for Him.  But, the rule is, in speech, that we are to speak “the oracles of Elohim”—that which is pleasing to Him—that which is from His heart must be our main line of speech.  (I Peter 4:11)

When under orders from Him—which is a lifestyle--we must not watch TV, listen to man’s chitchat, talk on the phone to chitchat, go on the internet, play games, or socialize, or do anything that would disturb our focus.  

“ON ASSIGNMENT”:  This means we are ambassadors for the Kingdom of Heaven—therefore, we must primarily be tuned to our King—shutting out His enemy’s world, and it’s incessant blabbing (Babel—confusion).  
(Refer to the Declaration sheet, the tribe’s sheet, and Zadok Part II:  Correct Intercession and Spiritual Warfare in the Garments of the High Priest)

Numbers 10:13-28, 33-36: They broke camp and went out after the Ark of the Covenant—which had gone out with the house of Aaron three days ahead of them.  Where the Ark sat down, the presence of Yahuweh’s Spirit sat down, and there they rested.  Judah went out first, following the Ark to its resting place.  He led the other tribes out, including the Levites who carried the rest of the tabernacle.  

Today, Judah has gone forth to Mt. Zion.  (Zechariah 12:7)  Judah has rebuilt the Land.  Psalm 102:16: “When Yahuweh shall build up Zion, He shall appear in His glory”.   The Ark is a symbol of the Messiah.  The Orthodox Jews are looking for Messiah.  

The rest of the tribes follow Judah.  Today Levi also is in the Land—and can be DNA tested clear back to Aaron, via the Y-chromosome, which is only in Levite males of the house of Aaron, via Eleazer, Phinehas and Zadok.

The Jews can be DNA located as to where their ancestry onward came from.

But, the house of Israel—the northern tribes, and Benjamin of the southern kingdom, still cannot be DNA tested.  The state of Israel is not “grieved for the house of Joseph”.  Therefore, we must intercede for the house of Joseph—Israel—Ephraim—as per Amos 5:15.

Zechariah 8:22-23:  This is regarding the ten tribes of the northern kingdom that have been “lost” since 722BCE, and are now coming back to the Land:  “And many people and strong nations shall come to seek Yahuweh of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before Yahuweh.  Thus says Yahuweh of hosts: In those days it shall come to pass that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the garment of him that is a Jew, saying `We will go with you: for we have heard that Elohim is with you’”.

Malachi 2:12-13: “I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of you:  I will surely gather the remnant of Israel: I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah (the sheep 

fold), as the flock in the midst of their fold: they shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men.  The breaker (way-maker, breach-maker) is come up before them: they have broken up and have passed through the gate, and are gone out by it: and their King shall pass before them, and Yahuweh at the head of them”.  KJV   (Italics mine)  “Bozrah” is a little Arab village today, about 40 miles north of Petra, in southern Jordan, along the re-built King’s Highway.  

The great passion of Yahuweh is to return a remnant of the whole house of Jacob—all twelve tribes…Jeremiah 32:37-41:“With all My heart and with all My soul”.

The golden crown:  Exodus 28:36-38; 39:30 and Leviticus 8:9 – “the diadem”—the crown of Zadok—righteousness (II Timothy 4:8…for those who “love His appearance”).  The High Priest had to wear this in order to be acceptable before Yahuweh as he interceded for the people.  The words engraved in gold on the crown are:  “Set-Apart to Yahuweh”.  

Without this crown, spiritually, on the forehead of His intercessor, no one must intercede…it is the crown of set-apartness.  Exodus 28:36-38: “…and it shall always be upon his forehead, that they (Yahuweh’s people) may be accepted before Yahuweh”.  “Without set-apartness, no man will see Yahuweh” (Hebrews 12:14).  (Italics mine)

Again, referring to Leviticus 10:1-7:  Aaron’s two oldest sons are burned up before him, because they tried to up-stage Yahuweh, and disobeyed Him.   They saw that Yahuweh was manifesting Himself before the people, and they wanted in on the action to draw attention to themselves, for their glory.   This is so common in worldly Christianity that it is pathetic.  Aaron, at the time, was in the set-apart place—inside the tabernacle by the altar of incense.  Moses admonishes Aaron not to tear his clothes or take off his turban (verse6): If he had taken off his turban in mourning for his sons, he would have had to take off the gold plate—the diadem—and therefore would have disqualified himself to intercede before Yahuweh.   In verse 7, Moses has another instruction for Aaron: “And you shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congregation lest you die: for the anointing oil of Yahuweh is upon you”.   When we are anointed to intercede, we must not go out into the “outer court” with the throng of people, for thus we will be defiled, and unable to intercede.  We must refrain from all worldliness.Intercessors live a life of alone-ness, much of the time—in the “secret place”—away from the outer court much of the time, in order to only please Yahuweh.If His anointing oil is upon us, we must not touch what is common or unclean—it will defile us.  (Haggai 2:11-14) Ezekiel 44:22-24:  The Zadok priests of the Kingdom-age and on into eternity will instruct in righteousness, and judgment, and define for the people what is unclean, what is impure and defiled, from what is pure, clean and set-apart to Yahuweh.  Those, today, who are called to be clothed in the garments of the Zadok Priesthood, as was Aaron, must not touch purposely what is defiled—what is of the world—what is of man’s flesh  (I John 2:15-17; Jacob 4:4).  We are SET-APART unto Him for intercession.   Therefore we must walk the walk—so that all will see our consistency in action and word, and know that Yahuweh has set us apart.  Because there is judgment involved, our judgment must always be His—and not our own fleshly criticism and religious judgment from our soul--mind and logic.    John 5:30: Messiah Yahushua said: “I can of My own self do nothing:  As I hear, I judge: and My judgment is just, because I seek not my own will, but the will of the Father who sent Me”.  If we are to copy our Messiah, then this is our pattern.  John 5:19: “Truly, truly, I say to you:  The Son can do nothing of Himself, except what He sees the Father doing.  For whatever He does, these also the Son does likewise”.  John 8:28: “…I do nothing by Myself, but as my Father has taught Me, I speak these things”.  John 12:48-50: “He that rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has one that judges him—the Word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.  For I have not spoken on My own, but the Father who sent Me—He gave Me a commandment of what I should say and what I should speak.  And I know that His commandment is life everlasting:  Whatsoever I speak, therefore, is even as the Fathers said to Me--and so I speak”.  This is the command for intercessors—that we speak only what He has put into our mouth to speak for Him. Comparing Ephesians 6:14-18 with Exodus 28 (the garments of the High Priest):  This is the armor of Elohim! – Ephesians 6:11, 13 Without His clothing us, we must not intercede or do spiritual warfare.  What set the High Priest apart, and thus sets us apart? 

1) The blood of the Lamb – Messiah Yahushua

2) The anointing oil (picturing the anointing of the Ruach Yahuweh)

3) Obedience to the Torah without adding to it, or compromising

4) Purity, blamelessness of heart, meekness and submission to His will

5) Love of the Truth--to pursue it with passion

6) Faithfulness, loyalty, to His purposes and what is on His heart

7) Active, trusting, loving covenant relationship with Him/intimate

      relationship that causes us to “draw near” and “dwell” in His presence

Exodus 28:4: “And these are the garments that they shall make:  a breastplate, and an ephod, and a robe, and an embroidered coat, a mitre (turban) and a girdle: and they shall make set-apart garments for Aaron…and his sons, that he may minister unto Me in the priests office”.  (King James Version)   

The work of the High Priest was basically to minister to Yahuweh, to intercede before Yahuweh on behalf of His people, as on the Day of Atonement.   The Levites—those not of the house of Aaron—were to minister basically to the people—in the outer court, while the High Priest’s duty was mainly within the inner court, the set-apart place, and the Most Set-Apart Place, before Yahuweh.   Our intercession must contain both elements.  We are to stand before Yahuweh and minister to Him, learn from Him, hear His will, and then, as He directs, and ONLY AS HE DIRECTS, we are to go out to the people, out to where He wills, and declare and proclaim His will into the earth, and to stand between the people and the enemy in warfare, if needed. 

I.    The Girdle of Truth:  (Ephesians 6:14; John 17:17; Psalm 119:142): The plumb-line of truth is the Word of Yahuweh. (Amos 7:7-8)  

There are no idle words in His Word.  We must not take away from it, or add to it:  

Deuteronomy 4:2; Ecclesiastes 3:14; I Peter 1:13:  “Gird up the loins of your mind”.   We must gird our minds with His truth, so that our mind, will, and emotions will line up with our re-born spirit in all things.  (Romans 12:1-2)

Isaiah 11:5: Righteousness is the girdle of Messiah’s loins.  Faithfulness is the girdle of his waist.  

Exodus 28:4, 8, 28, 39; Leviticus 8:7  (the King James’ version calls it a “curious girdle”.)  It goes about the waist.  This is the area of taking in food, digestion and reproduction of like kind.  It is an area where waste is discarded, and what is good for the body is absorbed and utilized.   In the same way, we gird His truth about our mid-area—the area of our eternal spirit—from where we hear Elohim and interact with Him—and take it in, digest it, reproduce it and give it out to others for their blessing.   It is the area where non-truth is separated from truth, or waste from good food value, so that the waste is discarded, and the good is retained.   The girdle goes around the ephod—a white shirt.  Ephod:  Exodus 28:6-12:  Upon the ephod is attached the two onyx stones with the names of six tribes on each.  Read this chapter carefully to understand the garments.

II.    The Breastplate of Righteousness:  (Isaiah 59:17; I Thessalonians 5:8;   

Ephesians 6:14)

The breastplate has on it the stones representing the twelve tribes of Jacob (Jacob was re-named “Israel” by Yahuweh).   The High Priest was always bearing the names of the tribes over his heart.  The breastplate was held in place by two straps that were attached to two onyx stones--one on each shoulder.  On one onyx stone was engraved the names of six of the tribes, and on the other onyx stone was engraved the names of the other six.  Therefore, the priest was always conscious of bearing the tribes on his heart, because Yahuweh always bore the tribes of His heart. 

When one is a true intercessor, they are conscious of the breastplate being over their heart, chest, and as He wills, they intercede for the remnant.  (Refer to the 

Declaration Sheet and the names of the tribes—attached to this article.)

“Publish and praise, and say: `O Yahuweh, SAVE YOUR PEOPLE—the remnant of Israel’”.   (Jeremiah 31:7)  This verse is in the midst of Yahuweh telling what good He will do for His people good—yet He tells Jeremiah to cry out on their behalf.  We work in cooperation with Him—as Ambassadors of the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth.  

As we come before Yahuweh, Psalm 100 tells us that we come with singing and thanksgiving—we come with praise and worship.   We do not approach the throne of the King lightly—He is a “consuming fire”, and we approach Him with fear – knowing that our life belongs to Him.   Good servants fear to displease their Master, and now that we are in training for reigning, our attitude in regards to His Person is of the UTMOST importance.  The same goes for our approach to our Savior.  The Apostle John saw Him differently than He appeared on earth—read Revelation 1.  

Joel  2:17: “Let the priests and the ministers of Yahuweh weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, `SPARE YOUR PEOPLE , O Yahuweh, and give not your heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them’”.

Isaiah 26:2: “Open the gates that the righteous nation that keeps the truth may enter in”.  We cry out for the set-apart remnant that He chooses to escape.

“Gates”:  means a border, a seaport, a land port, and entrance to go in or out—as an airport, or a door.  We are watchmen and gatekeepers.  (Isaiah 62:1, 6-7)  We watch and listen to warn the people of the enemy (Ezekiel 33:1-7), yet we have the keys of the Kingdom—and we must use them as the Master commands, when He commands.

III.  Preparation of the Good News of Peace:  Ephesians 6:15; Isaiah 53:5 with Isaiah 52:7   “#2091:  “to make ready, to prepare”.  This is not talking about 

putting on shoes.  The High Priest did not wear shoes in his task of intercession.  The High Priest was the visible symbol of peace and security within the camp of Israel.   He stood between Yahuweh and the people, which gave them peace. Today Messiah Yahushua, our High Priest, stands between Yahuweh’s people and Yahuweh, for those who call on His Name.  Our feet are to be shod with “preparation”.  Preparing people to receive the good news of the peace of Messiah.    “He is our peace.” (Ephesians 2:14). What peace did He make?  He has “broken down the middle wall of partition” between the house of Israel and the house of Judah, so that Ezekiel 37:15-28 can come to pass—He can restore the whole house of Jacob together again in His Kingdom (the one new man), as one nation.  His great passion and dream is the restoration of a remnant of all of His people—from all of the tribes—back into His Land, under His Torah, and dwelling with Him in peace.   This is the peace He came to 

bring—reconciliation and redemption for the “lost sheep” of the house of Israel—to restore them to Himself through Messiah (Matthew 15:24; 10:5-6).  

The Good News that we must be always prepared to give is this:  Matthew 4:17:  “Repent, for the Kingdom of Elohim draws near”: Repent, return, be restored to covenant fellowship with Yahuweh through Messiah Yahushua!  This  is the message to the whole house of Israel.  It is the message that will be preached in all the world before Messiah comes.  (Matthew 24:14) 

IV.    Shield of Faith:  Ephesians 6:16; Hebrews 11:6; I John 5:4: “For whosoever is born of Elohim overcomes the world: and this is the victory that overcomes the world—our faith”.

The High Priest stood for the Truth and faith of Yahuweh.  He was a plumb-line for the people.  The High Priest held the shield of faith (a complete body-shield), and was a shield for the people, and they took comfort in that.  This shield is to thwart all the fiery darts of the enemy.  The word for “darts” is “missiles”—in particular the missiles that the enemy throws at the mind and emotions to destabilize us.  Without this shield, we cannot function for the good of ourselves, let alone the good of others.  The only way “to stand in the evil day” is by faith.   

V.    The Helmet of Deliverance (salvation): Ephesians 6:17; I Thessalonians 5:8; Isaiah 59:17; Exodus 28:36-39

Psalm 140:7: “O Yahuweh Elohim, the strength of my salvation, You have covered my head in the day of battle”.    Exodus 33:11-23: Verse 22: “I will put you in the cleft of the rock and will cover you with My hand while I pass by…” The Hebrew word for “cover” in these two Scriptures is the same--the “covering” of the head—for deliverance.  The helmet or turban of the High Priest wraps around his head--covers the top of head.  Upon the turban is the gold plate.  Without this plate, crown of righteousness, in place, reading Set Apart to Yahuweh, the priest is not to intercede.   

Greek rendering of I Thessalonians 5:8: “for a helmet, the hope and earnest expectation of deliverance”.    This turban is not about praying a prayer to go to heaven.   It is not about being “saved”.  It is a mind-set—an earnest expectation of Messiah’s deliverance when He comes for His own.   We wear it continually, for the crown of righteousness goes to those who have “fought the good fight”.  II Timothy 4:8: “I have fought the good fight.  I have finished my course.  I have kept the faith. Therefore there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which

Yahuweh, the righteous Judge, shall give me on that day:  and not to me only, but to all them that love His appearing.”

The High Priest is wrapped in expectation that what He has promised, He will fulfill.  Romans 4:20-21: “righteousness” (zadok) is two-fold:  Faith is counted for righteousness, but also our works—obedience to His commands—are counted for righteousness (Jacob 2).   Without the obedience (set-apartness—sanctification) faith is a hoax, a deception--a fake.  We will be judged by our works of righteousness in obedience to Him:  Revelation 22:12.  

VI.    The sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of Elohim:  Ephesians 6:17; Revelation 19:11-16; Ezekiel 9:1-11; Exodus 32:26 to 28 with I Kings 18:39-40; Ezekiel 44:24:  The priests carried a sword.  It hung from the girdle—the belt of truth.  The truth and the Word are attached—no separation.  

The sword is used to purge Israel of sin:  Numbers 25:1-13.   The priests were 

responsible for executing judgment for Yahuweh.  Elijah was a priest—this is why he slaughtered the 450 prophets of Baal, and why the Levites slaughtered those who participated in the golden calf worship (Exodus 32), defiling the camp.  According to the Torah, the priests, especially the High Priest, was responsible to judge sin in the camp, and thus purify the people of Yahuweh.   In Ezekiel 9:1-11, the Levites with their swords purge the Temple area of those who worship idols.

This prophecy has not been completely fulfilled—but it will be!

Hebrews 4:12:  “For the Word of Elohim is living, and working and sharper than any two-edged sword, cutting through even to the dividing of souls and spirit and of joints and marrow and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart”.  

Matthew 12:36-37:  We will be judged by every idle word that proceeds from our mouth.  An idle word is a word that is not in line with His Word.  The Word will judge us:  John 12:48, Messiah said:   “…the Word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day”.  Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword, as He returns:  “Out of His mouth goes a sharp sword that with it He should smite the nations, and he shall rule them with a rod of iron…” (Revelation 19:15)   The High Priest holds the standard.  Yahushua is our High Priest.    The High Priest is also the teacher of the people.  He must make sure the people know what the Word is expecting of them.  (Ezekiel 44:23 and Nehemiah chapter 8)  The Levites also must teach, and instruct in the Word—so that the people understand the difference between the pure and impure, the defiled and the clean.  

VII.   Praying “in the Spirit”:  (Ephesians 6:18) “Watching”: Luke 21:34-36.  The High Priest watches, prays, intercedes, and lives in the presence of Yahuweh. 

It is his lifestyle.

VIII:  The Robe of Righteousness:  The High Priest has all of the other 

clothes covering the long robe.  It is the “robe of righteousness”:  Isaiah 61:10: “I will greatly rejoice in Yahuweh, my soul shall be joyful in my Elohim, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, and a bride adorns 

herself with her jewels”.   This is the “wedding garment”:  Matthew 22:11-12, without which no one will be accepted into the wedding of the Messiah.

In Revelation 19, the wife of the Messiah wears white linen garments—the “righteousness of the set-apart ones”.  The priests also wear white linen—Ezekiel 44:17-18.  

When Messiah comes with the wrath of Yahuweh (Isaiah 63:1-6; Revelation 19, and many other passages) Isaiah 59:16 tells us that He wears the breastplate and the helmet, as well as clothes Himself in the garments of vengeance and zeal.   We must clothe ourselves with His zeal, under the control of the Ruach.  His zeal is to protect a remnant – and rescue them from the wicked (Matthew 13).  

Ezekiel 22:30: “AND I SOUGHT FOR A MAN AMONG THEM, THAT SHOULD MAKE UP THE HEDGE, AND STAND IN THE GAP BEFORE ME FOR THE LAND, THAT I SHOULD NOT DESTROY IT—BUT I FOUND NONE”.

Today, He needs intercessors for His people.  He also needs intercessors for His Land—Israel.  He needs intercessors to open major gates for the time of fleeing out of all nations.  America, and the elite world government leadership as a whole wants to divide His Land, which will cause the destruction of His people.  There is a remnant that He will save out of the Jewish people in the Land, and those not yet in the Land, who will receive Messiah at His coming—Zechariah 12:7-13:1, and Romans 11:26.  He wants to wake up the chosen ones of the house of Israel, who as yet do not know that they are of Jacob’s seed.  (Hosea 1:10, chapters 2 and 3)  He wants to draw a remnant of true “gentiles”—the ones not of the seed of Jacob, the ones now that are heathen, pagan, barbarian, aliens, strangers and foreigners to His Covenant.  His focus is Jeremiah 32:36-41—it must be our focus to if we are to unite with His heart.  He is perfecting a set-apart marked remnant that will stay alive, and remain until the coming of Messiah to work with the two witnesses and now forerun them in His purposes.  

Here are key Scriptures on intercession:  Isaiah 62:1, 6-7; Ezekiel 33:1-7:  These are those who are always “on the walls of Jerusalem” 

Shalom to you as you set upon the greatest adventure!  I speak from experience.  I have gone places, done things, been put in situations that I would have never dreamed about.  But, in following the Ruach and the Lamb—wherever He goes—I have lived a life of miracles.  (Romans 8:14)

Yedidah

July 15, 2007
Scriptures of Declaration and Intercession 

Numbers 10:35: “Rise up, O Yahuweh!  Let Your enemies be scattered, and let those who hate You flee before You.”

Micah 2:12-13: “I shall certainly gather all of you, O Jacob.  I shall bring together the remnant of Israel, put them together like sheep of the fold…the breaker (“peretz”: breach-maker) shall go up before them.  They shall break out, and pass through the gate, and go out by it, their King marches before them (House of David) with Yahuweh at their head”.  

Hosea 11:8-10: “Yahuweh will roar like a lion, and they shall march behind Him.  When He roars, the children shall come trembling (fluttering like birds seeking a place to land in safety) from the West”.  

Zechariah 10:9: “They shall escape with their children and shall return”.

Jeremiah 16:14-15: “`Therefore, see, the days are coming’, declares Yahuweh, `when it is no longer said’: “Yahuweh lives who brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, but Yahuweh lives who brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north and from all the lands where He had driven them--for I shall bring them back into their Land I gave to their fathers”.

Isaiah 26:2: “Open the gates; Let the righteous nation which guards the Truth enter in”. (“gate” can mean “gate, land border, sea port)

Excerpts from Exodus 14:13-15: “Do not be afraid.  Stand still and see the deliverance of Yahuweh, which He does for you today…Yahuweh fights for you…speak to the children of Israel and tell them to go forward”.

Jeremiah 31:7: “For thus says Yahuweh `Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations.  Cry out, give praise and say: “O YAHUWEH, SAVE YOUR PEOPLE—THE REMNANT OF ISRAEL!”

Joel 2:17-18: “Let the priests, servants of Yahuweh, weep between the porch and the altar.  And let them say `SPARE YOUR PEOPLE, OH YAHUWEH and do not give your inheritance to reproach for the gentiles to rule over them…LET YAHUWEH BE JEALOUS FOR HIS LAND AND SPARE HIS PEOPLE”.  
Isaiah 63:16-17: “…You, O Yahuweh, are our Father, our Redeemer—Your Name is from of old…Turn back, for the sake of Your servants, the tribes of Your inheritance”.  

Promises to the intercessors:

Isaiah 28:5-6: “In that day Yahuweh of hosts is for a crown of slender and a head-dress of comeliness to the remnant of His people, and a spirit of right-ruling to him who sits in right-ruling and strength to those who turn back the battle at the gate”.

The Tribes of Jacob are coming home!

House of Judah        House of Israel/Joseph
Judah                       Ephraim

Levi                          Manasseh

Benjamin                  Reuben

                                 Simeon

                                 Dan

                                 Naphtali

                                 Gad

                                 Asher

                                 Issachar

                                 Zebulun

In battle formation:  Numbers 10:13-28, 33-36

Judah

Issachar

Zebulun

Levi: Gershon and Merari departed, bearing the Dwelling Place

Reuben

Simeon

Gad

Levi: The Kohathites departed--bearing the Set-Apart objects

Ephraim

Manasseh

Benjamin

Dan

Asher

Naphtali

The Ark, borne by the Kohathites, went before them three days to find a “resting place” for the tribes.  

“And the cloud of Yahuweh was above them by day when they went out from the camp”.    
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