THE THIRD DAY
As we are “counting the omer” towards the 50th day after First Fruits, always a Sunday (Leviticus 23:15-16)--called by the Greeks “Pentecost” meaning 50, and in Hebrew “Shavu’ot”,--we once again approach the base of Sinai to hear from the mouth of the Elohim of Abraham, Yitzak, and Yacob, the terms of the marriage covenant between His people and Yahushua. 

After the resurrection of Messiah Yahushua, our Savior-Redeemer, on First Fruits of 28 CE, He appeared to His followers for 40 days. Then upon His ascension to His Father, He told them to wait in Jerusalem for another 10 days until the day of Shavu’ot. It was on the day of Shavu’ot that He poured out the Spirit of Yahuweh on His followers--the 120 (Acts 2). 
As Abba Yahuweh spoke in all the languages of the earth to the people at the base of Sinai on that day after the Exodus from Egypt so in being filled with the Spirit of Yahuweh the 120 disciples (taught ones of the Master) spoke in all the languages of all the people assembled for this great festival. Deuteronomy 16:16 repeats the command that the men are to go to Jerusalem three times a year for the three main festivals – Passover/Unleavened Bread/First Fruits, Shavu’ot, and Sukkot. The only two they did not have to go to Jerusalem for were Yom Teruah and Yom Kippur--  seven festivals in all, outlining the total plan of salvation of Yahuweh through Messiah Yahushua—four have been completed, three more remain. 

In 2004, a friend invited me to come to Wales to speak. She and I had been miraculously put together the previous October by Elohim to do intercession in Jerash (Jordan), for the preservation of His people during the time of tribulation. Not long before I came to Wales, a church in the coal mining area – the Rhondda – where in 1904 what was termed “the Great Welsh Revival” broke out under Evan Roberts, had begun praying once again for revival. In one early morning prayer meeting, the Spirit spoke to each person individually. They stopped praying and each reported that He had said “Turn your heart towards Israel”.  They were perplexed. They knew no one who knew anything about Israel, for they were a “Replacement Theology” church – believing that the church had replaced Israel. One lady said she knew a lady in Carmarthen who had speakers come to talk about Israel. They phoned her and told her what the Spirit had said. She told them that in a few days a lady would be coming from Jordan to speak about Israel. They sent a delegation to that meeting in my friend’s house – of course that was me, coming from Aqaba, Jordan. They were so excited, they went back and told their pastor, and that is how I was invited to speak in the Rhondda. 

Page 1

For that complete story refer to: “Fire On The Mountain”] 
It was Shavu’ot. I spoke on the relationship between the giving of the Torah (teachings and instructions of the Kingdom of heaven for right standing with the King) and the giving of His Spirit at Pentecost. 
It is the Spirit within the spirit of His re-born disciple Who leads His taught ones into all Truth. “His Word is Truth”--His Torah and His Word are synonymous. Messiah is the living Torah--the living Teachings of Elohim. After the meeting an 80 year old woman told me that she had been a Christian all her life but never once read the “Old Testament”. She said she was inspired to read it. Another lady in her 80s was Jewish, and was so inspired that she wanted to look up her family heritage. They had never heard such teaching from the “OLD Testament”. With the help of follow-up from my friend, the next year when I spoke there, they had a new Torah-guarding pastor, and the church was learning their “Hebrew roots”. I did not know that – it was a surprise. I sat there waiting for the service to start, arguing with Abba that He had given me a message that was not going to be received – “The Gospel of the Apostles” – in which I was going to tell them about Torah. Then to my surprise, the pastor led the congregation in the She’ma, someone blew the shofar, and then they did Hebrew dances. 

I taught at another meetings on Shavu’ot where Ephraimites kept the Torah but knew nothing about the coming of the Spirit on that day (Acts 2). They received the message well because they sought Truth. 

I’ve taught on different aspects of this subject since 1963, but Abba keeps bringing it back to me. I had begun preparing this article on “the third day”, and last night at almost 3:30 Abba woke me up and reminded me that the third day was linked to Shavu’ot – preparation for the coming down of Elohim upon the earth to meet with man. Once again He had to remind me that 1 + 1 = 2. This is a huge subject in the Word, for great portions of the Word (Genesis to Revelation) point to the “third day”, from Genesis 6 to Revelation 19. 

My 2012 Timing Note: According to Yahuweh’s signs of determining the Festival year—the barley fields in the Aviv stage in or around Jerusalem and the new moon sighting for Aviv 1--this year was another Adar Bet, for on March 22nd at the new moon, the barley in Jerusalem was still green, not in Aviv stage (2-3 weeks before harvest) until the first week of April. So though rabbinic Passover began April 6th, and rabbinic Shavu’ot is May 27th, but by Abba’s timing the real Passover was May 6th and the real Shavu’ot is July 1st. 
Always best to go by the Spirit’s teaching, but man often falls short of Truth!

“The third day” is simply the last three thousand years of the seven thousand years from creation--the third millennium from the birth of 
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Messiah in 3 BCE. We entered the 7th millennium, the third from Yahushua’s birth in 3 BCE, on Tishre 1, Yom Teruah, September 29, 2000/2001 Hebrew calendar. [Refer to: “The Shmittah Year Prophecy”] 
Four hundred years ago, Jewish scholars traced the seven-year cycles of creation from the time Joshua took His people into the land – a shmittah year (Leviticus 25). They came to the last three cycles of seven years before the return of Messiah. They said of the second of the last three, that on Tishre 1 of the year beginning 2001 on the creation calendar that 
something would happen in Jerusalem that would begin a war cycle that would not end until Messiah came, and the judgment on the nations. It also began the 7th millennium. 
Exodus 19:16: He comes in the morning of the third day – “And it came to be, on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders, lightening, and a thick cloud on the mountain. And the voice of a shofar was very strong...”  
Many Orthodox Jews believe that Adam was created in the 7th day, and therefore 2007/2008 would begin the 7th millennium, beginning with a shmittah year. However, I do not believe that Yahuweh did any “work” of creation on Shabbat. I am persuaded from Scripture that Adam, and Hawwah, were created on the 8th day – still making Yom Teruah 2008/2009-the first year of the final seven (Daniel’s 70th week).   
I have collected many quotes through the years, which I include in the Appendix below, from BCE to a few hundred years ago, from well known scholars who have understood that the seven days of creation were a microcosm of the 6,000 years of man. 
The number of man is 6. The number of Yahuweh’s completion is 7 – the completion of the reign of man. It is in the 7th millennium, the 1,000-years of Shabbat, that Messiah Yahushua will rule with His set-apart ones.

Genesis 6:3: “And Yahuweh said: `My Spirit shall not strive with man forever in his going astray. He is flesh, and his days shall be one hundred and twenty years”. (120 Jubilee years = 6,000 years) 

II Kepha (Peter) 3:1-8 is well known: “This is now, beloved ones, the second letter I write to you, in which I stir up your sincere mind to remember the words spoken by the set-apart prophets and of the command of the master and Savior spoken by your Apostles, knowing this first that 
mockers shall come in the last days with mocking, walking according to their own lusts, and saying `where is the promise of His coming--for since the fathers fell asleep, all continues as from the beginning of creation?’. For 
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THEY CHOOSE TO HAVE THIS HIDDEN from them--that the heavens were of old and the earth standing out of water and in the water by the Word of Elohim through which the world at that time was destroyed being flooded with water, and the present heavens and the earth are treasured by the same Word being kept for fire to a day of judgment and destruction of 
wicked men. BUT BELOVED ONES LET NOT THIS ONE MATTER BE HIDDEN FROM YOU: THAT WITH YAHUWEH ONE DAY IS AS A THOUSAND YEARS AND A THOUSAND YEARS AS ONE DAY”.

Psalm 90:4, spoken by Moshe: “For a thousand years in Your eyes are like yesterday that is past”. 
Hosea 5:14-6:3: “For I am like a lion to Ephraim and like a young lion to the House of Judah. I Myself tear them and go. I take them away, and there is no one to deliver. And I shall go. I shall return to My place until they confess their guilt and seek My face, in their distress diligently search for Me and say, `Come and let us turn back to Yahuweh, for He has torn but He heals us, He has stricken but He binds us up. After two days He will revive us, and on the third day He shall raise us up so that we live in His sight. So let us know, let us pursue to know Yahuweh. And He comes to us like the rain, like the latter rain watering the earth’ ”. 
Exodus 19:9-11, 15-16, 20-21: “And Yahuweh said to Moshe, `See! I am coming to you in the thick cloud so that the people hear when I speak with 

you and believe you forever…Go to the people and set them apart today and tomorrow. And they shall wash their garments and shall be prepared by the third day. For on the third day Yahuweh shall come down upon Mount Sinai before the eyes of all the people…Be prepared by the third day, do not come hear your wife…And it came to be in the morning that there were thunders and lightening and a thick cloud on the mountain. And the voice of a shofar was very strong, and all the people who were in the camp trembled…And Yahuweh came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain. And Yahuweh called Moshe to the top of the mountain and Moshe went up..And Yahuweh said to Moshe, `Go down and warn the people, lest they break through unto Yahuweh to see and many of them fall’ ”. 
Numbers 31:19, 24, cleansing after defilement: “…whoever has touched any slain cleanse yourselves…on the third day and on the seventh…And you shall wash your garments on the seventh day and be clean and afterwards come into the camp”.

Numbers 10:33-36: “So they set out from the mountain of Yahuweh on a 
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journey of three days. And the Ark of the covenant of Yahuweh went before 
them  for the three days’ journey to seek out a resting place for them. And the cloud of Yahuweh was above them by day when they went out from the camp…Moshe said, `Rise up O Yahuweh! And let Your enemies be scattered, and let those who hate You flee before You’. And when it rested he said, 
`Return O Yahuweh to the countless thousands of Israel’ ”.

The Ark is symbolic of Messiah. He is the receptacle of all the Word of Yahuweh – He is the living Torah. He is the mercy seat. When Yahuweh comes in the 8th day – the 8th millennium (Revelation 20-22) to first judge the wicked of all ages, He will judge them with the mercy seat removed (Revelation 20:11-14). 

Romans 3:25; I John 2:2; 4:10: Messiah is our mercy seat, our atonement for sin. The blood of the perfect lamb was sprinkled on the mercy seat on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) for the redemption of the nation. We individually partake of that atonement by the blood of the Lamb of Elohim, Yahushua, when we put faith in His shed blood and His resurrection for our own eternal salvation. On Yom Kippur, as at Passover, not only was the nation redeemed by each individual in it who put faith in the blood of the lamb. Without the shedding of blood, there can be no redemption, no salvation, no forgiveness of sin – this statement is in both the Tenach and the Messianic Writings. 

On the third day all those written into the Lamb’s Book of Life will be redeemed. Moshe knew about this book of life, for he asked Abba to erase his name from it if that would cause Him to forgive the people (Exodus 32:32-33), but Abba said that only those that sin against Him will have their names erased from His Book. This book was written before the foundation of the world by His foreknowledge. Names not in the Book of Life will be judged after the 7th millennium (Revelation 20:11-14).

The “seventh day” and the “third day” are the same – one being counted from creation and one being counted from Messiah’s first coming. We are to be prepared by washing – the washing of redemption. We are to be undefiled – separated from anything of the flesh that would cause defilement upon His return. We are to be set-apart to Him totally, obedient to His commands, and fear Him greatly lest we sin against Him. While the people were terrified of His dramatic coming on Mount Sinai, Moshe reveled in His Presence with great delight. 
I love the movie Moses from The Bible Collection starring Ben Kingsly. It is symbolic in many ways – they couldn’t hire six million people to cross a studio-created or computer graphics simulation of the Red Sea. But, I love 
the part where the people are terrified at the base of Mt. Sinai. They cry for 
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Moses to talk to them, not Yahuweh. Moses is standing there with this absolutely incredible look of pleasure on his face facing Mount Sinai, and their whining is obviously annoying to him. Moshe was comfortable in His Presence, but He feared Him. Yahuweh made it plain that neither the people or the priests could come near into His Presence – but Moshe could. They had a relationship. They had Friendship. From Deuteronomy 34:9-10: “…and since, no prophet has arisen in Israel like Moshe, whom Yahuweh knew face to face”. 

The people did not want to hear directly from Yahuweh, so they asked for Moshe to be the mediator between them and Yahuweh. Yahuweh has given us Messiah to be our Mediator (I Timothy 2:5). The Spirit of Yahuweh, dwelling in our re-born spirit, is our Teacher. (John 16:13) 

Yet, His people still look to man as a mediator, not because they fear Yahuweh but because they are too lazy to take the time to hear from Him for themselves. We are a disciple (taught one) of whoever teaches us! Spirit-taught people are the “exploit people”.
Here is a true word from Yahuweh to a friend of mine who hears Him: 

“During Sukkot last fall, (2011) I rec'd this word and want to pass it along to you as confirmation of what you are writing.    
I had been asking Abba to come tabernacle with our group but He didn't seem to be there.  He awoke me in the night and asked "Are you sure you want me to come into your camp?  You remember what I did when I was in the camp with Moses and the children of Israel?   When they were disobedient, I had to punish them...I opened up the ground and swallowed them.   I loosed a plague on them another time for disobedience/grumbling.  Are you sure you want me in the camp?"
Messiah is coming with the wrath of His Father, and more people have no idea of what that means! They have a party-time god that resembles Zeus and Bacchus more than the Righteous Elohim of the Scriptures! There is so little fear of Yahuweh in His people. But, He will descend into our camp, and then we will know Him as He is! When He comes, He will purge His people!

He has made Himself very available, giving us 40 different ways that He speaks to those who have put their trust in Messiah for salvation (via the 

new birth). [Refer to: “Forty Ways Elohim Speaks to His People” and “The True New Birth”] But, the majority of His people are so lazy, so apathetic, so flesh-minded and self-centered, that to be in His Presence, which requires 
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relationship, purity, set-apartness, discipline of the mind and emotions and body, and submission to obedience to His will, is considered bondage, not realizing they are a slave of their flesh and of Lucifer.   
But the call of the watchmen goes out still: “PREPARE FOR THE THIRD DAY” For in the morning (early years of) the third day Messiah will return with the fire of Yahuweh’s judgment for the breaking of His Torah.
It was the Torah guarders that made Him the most angry, because outward performance of religious does not impress Him, in fact it angers Him. Yahuweh and Yahushua Yahuweh are NOT a religion, neither is Their Torah (their teachings and instructions for right standing as a citizen in the Kingdom of heaven, for our good life here on earth). 
In the judgment He will not judge by good intent in the practice of a religious belief-system, but how well we walked in His nature, aligned to His 
heart. [Refer to: By This Shall All Men Know/February 8, 2010] 
He calls us to forsake all in this life to pick up His execution stake and follow 
Him. To most of His people this is repugnant and unacceptable. Their thinking is that it was nice of Messiah to die to get us out of hell, but forget our dying to our own selfish ambitions to save anyone else from hell. 
from what I’m hearing a large number of His people don’t want Messiah to return, for He might upset their ambitions to promote themselves to obtain “the good life” on earth. Do these people really have eternal life? I doubt it.
Are you busy preparing for Messiah’s return and helping to prepare others? If not, why? Are you crying with the Spirit: “Come Messiah Yahushua Come!” (Revelation 22:17, 20) If not, why?
Rav Sha’ul said in II Timothy 4:6-8, not long before his martyrdom: “I am 
already poured out, and the time of my departure has arrived. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have guarded the faith. For the rest there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Master, the righteous Judge shall give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all those loving His appearing.”  

I John 3:1-3: “See what love the Father has bestowed upon us that we should be called children of Elohim! For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved ones, now we are the children of Elohim, and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone having this expectation in Him cleanses himself, as He is clean”.
Thus the Exodus 19 admonition to cleanse our self in preparation for the third day! We must daily mikvah in His Word allowing it to change our mind.
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Philippians 3:20-21: “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Master Yahushua Messiah, who shall change our lowly body to be conformed to His esteemed body, according to the working by which He is able to bring all under His control”.
I Corinthians 15:49-53: “And as we have borne the likeness of the earthy, we shall also bear the likeness of the heavenly. And this I say brothers, that flesh and blood is unable to inherit the reign of Elohim, neither does corruption inherit incorruption. So, I tell you a mystery – we shall not all sleep (Hebraic idiom for “die”), but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last trumpet. For the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised incorruptible and we shall be changed. For this corruption has to put on incorruption, and this mortal to put on immortality”.

Revelation 11:15-19: “And the seventh angel sounded (the last of the seven trumpets), and there came to be loud voices in heaven saying `The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Master and of His 
Messiah, and He shall reign forever and ever! … And the nations were 
enraged, and Your wrath HAS come, and the time of the dead to be judged, 
to give reward to Your servants the prophets and to the set apart ones, and to those who fear Your Name, small and great, and to destroy those that destroy the earth. And the Dwelling Place of Elohim was opened in heaven, 
and the Ark of His Covenant was seen…And there came to be lightening, and voices, and thunder and an earthquake and great hail”.  Notice the similarities with Exodus 19:16!
There are hundreds of Scriptures in the Tenach and the Messianic Writings that tell us of what is soon to come – the descent of Yahushua upon His Mountain – as He comes up over the ancient area Etzion Geber, now the Port of Aqaba, and Elilat, now Israel --Deuteronomy 2:8 to His controversy in Bozrah (former Esau’s capitol in Edom/Isaiah 35 and turns towards East

Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:1-5). Notice it is Yahuweh who comes and puts His foot on the Mount of Olives. But the Father never comes to earth until Revelation 20--after Revelation 19--after Messiah’s 1,000 reign. Yahuweh descends in the “morning” of the 8th day for the judgment on the wicked. The Son carries the family Name – Yahushua Yahuweh.

I pray that you will prepare and set yourself apart, so that when He descends you not be ashamed. 

I John 2:28: “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He shall appear, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming”. 

Yedidah

May 22, 2012

CONTINUE BELOW…
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APPENDIX A
Instead of extending the article, I present here same quotes I’ve collected from those of the past who have commented on the 6,000-year timing, and the 7th millennium. I will not repeat Scripture that I included above, but these Scriptures can be added to the ones above: 

Genesis 7:4, 6, 10-11: “For after seven more days I am sending rain on the earth…Now Noah was 600 years old when the flood waters were on the earth…And it came to be after seven days that the waters of the flood were on the earth. In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up and the windows of the heavens were opened.  And the rain was on the earth.”

Matthew 17:1-2a: “And after six days Yahushua took Kepha and Ya’cob and Yohanan his brother, and brought them up on a high mountain by themselves and He was transformed before them…” 

My note: In Matthew 17:1 “after six days” and in Luke 9:28, “about eight days…He went up to the mountain” we see that He waited six days and then went up to the top of Mt. Hermon on the 7th day.  In Hebrew reckoning, after 
six days is the seventh day, and “about eight days” is the seventh day.  

John 2:1-2: “And on the third day there was a wedding at Cana…and both Yahushua and His taught ones were invited to the wedding”.  

Exodus 24:12, 15-17: “And Yahuweh said to Moshe `Come up to Me on the mountain and be there, while I give you the tablets of stone, and the Torah and the command which I have written to teach them…And Moshe went up into the mountain and a cloud covered the mountain.  And the esteem of Yahuweh dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days. And on the seventh day He called to Moshe out of the midst of the cloud.  And the appearance of the esteem of Yahuweh was like a consuming fire of the mountain, before the eyes of the children of Israel”.    
Revelation 11:11-13: The calling of the two witnesses up to meet with Him. Revelation 4:1: The calling of Yohanan to come up to meet with Him.

Exodus 20:9-11: “Remember the Shabbat (7th day) to set it apart.  Six days you labor, and shall do all your work, but the seventh day is a Shabbat of Yahuweh your Elohim. You do not do any work…for in six days Yahuweh made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day.  Therefore Yahuweh blessed the Shabbat day and set it apart”. The 7th millennium is the 1,000 years of rest, under Messiah.
Ezekiel 46:1: “Thus said the Master Yahuweh, `The gate of the inner courtyard facing east is shut the six days of work, but on the Shabbat it is opened, and on the day of the New Moon it is opened’ ”. (Isaiah 66:22-23)
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6,000 years of man – Six is the number of man:
2,000 years from Adam to Abraham (Abraham born in 1948 BCE)

2,000 years from Abraham to Yahushua

2,000 years from Yahushua to His second coming and the establishment of His 1,000-year reign on the earth

Noah died in 2006 BCE (He represented the first world judgment). We are now in the “days of Noah” before the second and final world judgment

From Armageddon, by Grant Jeffries, page 172: 

From Lactantius (300 CE approximately), an early believer, wrote “…let the 
philosophers, who enumerate thousands of ages from the beginning of the 
world know that the six thousandth year is not yet completed, and when this number is completed the consummation must take place”. 

We are in the time of this “consummation”!
From the Epistle of Barnabas (written around 100 CE from Alexandria): 
”And El made in six days the works of His hands; and He rested on the 7th day and sanctified it.  Consider, my children, what that signifies…the meaning of it is this: That in six thousand years, the Lord will bring all things to an end.  For with Him, one day is as 1,000 years…Therefore children, in six days, that is, in 6,000 years, shall all things be accomplished.  And what is it that He says, `And He rested on the 7th day’.  He means this, that when His Son shall come, and abolish the season of the wicked one and judge the ungodly, and shall change the sun, and the moon and the stars, then He shall gloriously rest in that seventh day.”    

Page 176, Grant Jeffrey: “Early church fathers, including Methodius, Bishop of Tyre, point that the reason Adam died at the age of 930 years (Genesis 5:5) and did not live past 1,000 years, was because God had prophesied that `in the day that you eat thereof you shall surely die’ (Genesis 2:17).  Since a day was equal to 1,000 years in God’s sight, Adam had to die before the day was completed”.

Irenaeus, another church father in AD 150 writing about Genesis in his book Against Heresies states as a belief of the early church: `This is an account of the things formerly created, as also it is a prophecy of what is to come.  For the day of the Lord is as 1,000 years, and in six days created things were completed; it is evident, therefore, that they will come to an end at the 6,000th year”.  
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Six is the number of man.

Seven is the number of Elohim’s completion of all things.

Eight is the number of new beginnings.

Methodius, in 300 CE wrote: “…so by a figure, in the 7th month, when the fruits of the earth have been gathered in, we are commanded to keep the Feast of Tabernacles to the Lord, which signifies that when this world shall be terminated at the 7,000 year in the 7th month, the great resurrection day, it is commanded that the Feast of our tabernacles (Sukkot) shall be celebrated unto the Lord”.  

In 1552 CE, Latimer wrote the following: “The world was ordained to endure, as all learned men affirm, 6,000 years.  Now of that number there be passed 5,552 years, so that there is no more left but 448 years”.  This makes the ending of the 6,000 years in 2000 CE.  

During the Reformation, Christian scholars, including Martin Luther, agreed that the `last days’ would begin towards the year 2000 AD. 

Archbishop Ussher in The Chronology of the Old and New Testament, written in 1650, calculates that the millennium would begin in 1997 CE.  He was off just 4 years.  

Rabbi Elias, who lived 200 years before Yahushua said:  “The world endures six thousand years: two thousand before the Torah, two thousand under the Torah, and two thousand under Messiah”.  

From The Secrets of Enoch, dating from at least the first century CE, called Enoch II translated from the Slovonic.  In this ancient writing Elohim is said to have shown Enoch the age of the world and its existence over a period of 7,000 years:: “And I appointed the eighth day also, that the eighth day should be the first created after My work, and that the first seven revolve in the form of the seventh thousand, and that at the beginning of the eight thousand there should be a time of no-counting … endless”.

Says the New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge:
“The early fathers most commonly looked for the second advent at the end of 6000 years of the world’s history” (vol. VII, p.376).

 

Polycarp was a disciple of the apostle John.  Polycarp sent Pothus into Celtic Gaul at an early date to establish the region, and he settled in Lyons, 
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when Irenaeus joined him, having been his fellow-pupil under Polycarp.  In 
his battle against raging heresies, which were inundating the church at that time, Irenaeus wrote his Against Heresies.  In book 1, chapter xxviii, 3, we read: “For in as many days as this world was made, in so many thousand years shall it be concluded.  And for this reason the Scripture says: Thus the heaven and the earth were finished, and all their adornment.

And God brought to a conclusion upon the sixth day the works that He had made; and God rested upon the seventh day from all His works.’ This is an account of the things formerly created, as also it is a prophecy of what is to come.  For the day of the Lord is as a thousand years; and in six days created things were completed:  it is evident, therefore, that they will come to and END at the sixth thousand year”  (Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol.1, p.557).  
The Encyclopedia Britannica, eleventh edition, concerning the Talmud, states: “The view most frequently expressed there . . . is that the Messianic kingdom will last for one thousand (some said two thousand) years.

‘In six days God created the world, on the seventh He rested.  But a day of God is equal to a thousand years (Ps.90:4).  Hence the WORLDWILL LAST FOR SIX THOUSAND YEARS of toil and labor; then will come one thousand years of Sabbath rest for the people of God in the kingdom of the Messiah.’  This idea must have already been very common in the first century before Christ” (“Millennium,” p.459).

 The Jewish Encyclopedia goes into greater detail: “The Perso-Babylonian world-year of twelve millenniums, however, was transformed in Jewish eschatology into a world-week of seven millenniums corresponding with the week of Creation.  The verse, ‘A thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday’ (Ps.90:4) having suggested the idea that the present world of toil is to be followed by a Sabbatical millennium, ‘the world to come.’  Of these the six millenniums were again divided, as in Parsism, into three periods: the first 2000 years devoid of the law; the next 2000 years under the rule of the law; and the last 2000 years preparing amid struggles and through catastrophes for the rule of the Messiah” (“Eschatology,” The Jewish Encyclopedia, V, p.211). The Messianic era, then, is the last 2,000 of the cycle. 

 ‘The school of Eliyahu [Elijah] teaches:  “The world exists for six thousand years – two thousand of them tohu [“void”]; two thousand, Torah; and two thousand, the era of the Messiah.  But because of our numerous iniquities many of these years have been lost”’ (Sanhedrin 97a-97b).
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