GUARD YOUR SALVATION!

Most of us have taught a cheap doctrine of salvation by faith in cheap grace.  The Scriptural principles for eternal life, given by the Savior Himself, do not match the Greco/Roman gospel of easy-belief—pray a prayer to “receive” or “accept” Jesus and you’ll “spend eternity in heaven”.  

I’ve seen this scenario over and over regarding American evangelists, especially in Africa:  They ask the poor pastors to put them up in the best hotels where they expect also the best food.  They have their native volunteers put up a platform with chairs for the Evangelist and honored guests.  They put up high-powered speakers, amplifiers for music, a keyboard and drums, a microphone and recording devices, and of course camera equipment.  They arrive at the meetings in a nice car, just in time to speak.  They do not mix with the local people at any point except to give their volunteers orders.  They often take an offering from these poor people, but do not share it with the native volunteers.  The music has the people already stirred into a high and emotional mood.  They cheer and clap as the Evangelist ascends the platform and takes the microphone.  The Evangelist preaches a feel-good gospel of easy belief-- promising that Jesus will not only take them to heaven, but do all sorts of favors for them on earth. 

At just the right emotional pitch, the “altar call” is given.  Usually about 80% of the standing crowd raises their hands to accept Jesus.  The Evangelist goes back to America, shows the pictures, tells how he won thousands to Jesus, rakes in loads of money for his work, and builds himself a bigger house, buys a bigger car, and new suits, of course.  

Some have their pictures taken with poor children in orphanages run by locals, and yet tell their audiences back home that this is their work—send money.  This is the typical pattern for most American big-name evangelists who hold “crusades” oversees.

However there are always the genuine and the sincere who really do what they do out of love for the Father and the people.  These usually stay with the locals and eat their food, and interact with them on a personal basis. Some stay as missionaries and live among the people.  When they go home, little money comes in for anything, few want to see their pictures, and less want them to share their experiences.   

Churches often meet for what they call “revivals”.  They hire the biggest name they can afford to come and preach the gospel.  The 
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pattern is the same—music to stir the emotions, a passionate plea for 
“receive Jesus”, and then the “altar call”.  If no one is coming to receive Jesus, often they will have an alter call for those who want to “rededicate their lives” to Jesus.  

I was born of the Spirit under the preaching of this kind of gospel.  I “received Jesus” into my heart.  I went out as an evangelist for years all over the U.S. and other countries.  Many came to Jesus through my preaching. 

In Christianity, “receiving Jesus” is often a starting point for those whom Yahuweh knows will go on “from glory to glory” and end up knowing Him as the real Elohim (God) of the Bible.  If people don’t sit down and become self-satisfied but continue on to allow the Spirit of Yahuweh to lead teach them and lead them on, He’ll lead them from where they are to where He wants them. Messiah says that if we “continue in His Word” then “the truth will set you free”. 

However, the basis of the cheap gospel formula of head acceptance and belief in a creed for salvation is not Scriptural.

“Revival” in Biblical context means to revive from being almost spiritually dead, and returning to  the state of spiritual aliveness you had before. It begins with serious repentance, as in salvation--cutting the past away, and returning to Yahuweh and His Covenant through Messiah Yahushua.  In Biblical context it means to return to the guarding of the Torah, in obedience to the instructions for maintaining citizenship in the Kingdom of heaven. Philippians 2:20-21 tells us that when we side with Messiah for salvation, we become citizens of the heavenly Kingdom. 
Greek philosophy, which is part of the foundation of Christianity, says that what you believe is right for you.  You can believe anything, in any combination, and it is OK, because you’re experience coupled with your belief makes it truth for you.  Rome perfected the image of an Elysian Fields type of heaven—an eternity in opaque illusion with angels playing harps, and everyone walking around in white robes and being nice to each other. 

Yet, there is not one verse in the entire Bible that says we will spend eternity in heaven, let alone this type of heaven.  Eternity is on this earth—for 1,000 years under Messiah’s rule, and then forever when the Father brings His City down to earth.  (Revelation chapters 19-22)

Messiah made it very difficult to follow Him, and He insisted that the guarding of His Father’s Torah was coupled with abandoning all to follow Him.
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His prerequisite is total separation with what is defiled, the world, the 
flesh and Satan’s kingdom.  “Sin” must stop.  “Sin is transgression against the Torah” (I John 3:4)  “Transgression” means a revolt, rebellion, apostasy, to break away from the Torah of Yahuweh.  

A careful reading of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John will give you some very important information as to His requirements to be His disciple. It is nothing less than death to self.  

Messiah Yahushua won our salvation for us by His death and resurrection.  Faith in what He did in that sacrifice justifies us before the Father.  But, also we enter into a Covenant with the Father, as citizens of the Kingdom of heaven.  He has done His part of the Covenant, now we must do ours.

If we renege on our end of the Covenant, and transgress the eternal Torah of Yahuweh, we position ourselves for drastic judgment.  

Repentance is essential before receiving salvation.  But, also we have to remember that the “end” of our faith is the salvation of our soul.  

(I Peter 1:9) 
We are responsible to put away sin, which is transgression of the Torah.  We are responsible to obey the rulebook—the Bible, Authored by the King of the Kingdom.  We are responsible to do something with what He has given to us, for when Yahushua returns, He will reward everyone according to his works—according to his obedience to the Covenant.  
The Greeks easy belief system religion will fail when the real tests of life come. Those truly born from above have anchored themselves in the Word, in prayer, and in obedience, and have dug deep into the rock.  Thus when the storms of life come, they won’t be shaken.  (Luke 6:46-49)  I recommend a slow, careful reading of the whole book of Luke—it is packed with requirements for discipleship.

Below are many Scriptures that tell us we can abort our salvation.  They also give requirements for a true new birth, also.  (Please ask for the article “The True New Birth” for more information).  

The Baptists are right about this—many who say they are saved because they prayed a prayer in an emotional moment, or in a children’s meeting, or bought into a convincing argument, or accepted it in a moment of trauma, doesn’t mean that a new birth took place.  Salvation is a sovereign work of the Ruach Yahuweh.  It must be preceded by repentance, turning from sin, turning to Him with the whole heart.   

Many are banking on their free trip to heaven because in childhood 
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they “walked the aisle” and received Jesus as their Savior, but were never told much beyond that, so at age 50 they are still holding onto what they think is their free ticket, even though they’ve never read the Bible, or pursued a personal relationship with the Elohim of the Bible.  Some think they got a free ticket when mom and dad had them baptized in the church as a baby.  Some think they have a free ticket because they are good members of a local church.

John 6:44-45: “No one is able to come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.  And I shall raise him up in the last day.  It has been written in the prophets, `And they shall all be taught by Yahuweh’.  Everyone, then, who has heard from the Father and learned, comes to Me”.  

This is backwards from what Christianity teaches.  This couples salvation from Yahushua along with being taught by the Father—which is His Torah (teachings and instructions of the eternal Kingdom of heaven).   

Yahuweh doesn’t want us to lose what we have received from Him, but we have a free will.  He won’t violate our free will.  He will try to work with us to see us over humps in our life that cause us to lose faith, but in the end, “they that endure to the end shall be saved” (Matthew 24:13) It takes enduring, overcoming, patient faith, in the gifts of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) with humility, contriteness and obedience to persevere to the end.  

My earthly father was a student of the Word, particularly of the end-times.  He concluded, even though he was a faithful Baptist till his death, that the “end of our faith is the salvation of our soul”, therefore, yes, “once saved always saved”--once Messiah returns and our faith has brought us to the final point of salvation we cannot be lost.  Once in His Kingdom, we cannot lose our salvation.  Papa was right.  The true new birth is into eternal life when Messiah comes.  

What is called “the great falling away”—the time of apostasy—is happening now. (II Thessalonians 2:8-12)  
Many who were once believers in Jesus, or Yeshua, are converting to Judaism, denying His equality with the Father, falling into the traps of the world system, chasing after the New Age doctrines, falling for the prosperity doctrines and the “I am” doctrines of Charismatic gurus, falling for the false prophecies of false prophets, and some are just giving up—their religion has lost its luster.

But, falling away from steadfastness can get a person aborted, and when the time to be born into eternal life comes, they will have fallen to the tricks of the enemy.
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Certain doctrines are setting people up for a fall—like the pre-tribulation rapture doctrine. Those who believe we’ll get out of here before anything bad happens are NOT being preparing for the great time of testing ahead.  Yet, there is not one Scripture anywhere that even alludes to a 7-year tribulation.  The whole Bible teaches contrary to this escapist thinking.  Millions of believes in China denied Jesus as their Savior, because when Mao came in and began killing them, they thought the tribulation had come, and Jesus had not raptured them out.

Our Father’s nature is to see His people through tribulation (Daniel 3 and 6; Isaiah 43:1-2 are examples). “Tribulation” comes from the Latin “tribulum” – a farm instrument designed to separate the chaff from the wheat, by raking the wheat with sharp rocks. The chaff is our own sin, “hang ups”, past mistakes, misguided thinking from immersion into the world and our own flesh. Thus the tribulum, though painful, is a blessing, because otherwise we would not be set free to “enter into His barns” as pure wheat. Don’t fear His discipline, testing, training and tribulum – it is all for our eternal good!
The overcoming ones, who endure to the end, overcome and are rewarded.  They “love not their lives even to death”.  But, that’s the crux of the matter, most westerners love their lives, love ease and comfort, and don’t want to prepare for anything difficult.  Therefore, their mind-set will lead them into denial of Yahushua Messiah, Jesus or Yeshua.

Yahuweh is the Elohim of Israel.  Yahushua is the Messiah of Israel—Jewish by human bloodline of the house of David.  

The culture of the Hebrews, the culture of the Middle East in general, is so unlike the Greek/Roman culture of the West that the two can’t think alike.  Therefore, for a westerner to understand the Elohim of the Bible and their Savior, they must study the Word in context of Hebrew/Middle East culture. I’ve lived in the Middle East for most of the last twelve years, and learned so much about the nature, ways and thinking of Abba Yahuweh and Messiah Yahushua!

By faithfully and Scripturally guarding the Torah of Yahuweh, we can also meet the real Father and the real Messiah of Israel.  By studying the Tenach, miscalled “Old Testament”, using Hebrew aids, one can also get a broader understanding of His culture--using a good translation that is true to the Hebrew particularly.  

I was in a meeting in Texas and was teaching on these things.  A man, obviously in a rage, told me: “My church teaches that once a person is saved, they are always saved”.  I asked him for his Scriptural backing. 
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I knew what he was going to say.  He said part of: John 10:28: “…no one shall snatch them out of My hand”—referring to His sheep.  I did not bring up the point that “in the mouth of two or three witnesses let every word be established”.  I said, “This is true, but we can remove ourselves from His hand”.  I opened to the back of my Bible 

and showed him a long list of Scriptures I’d copied down that said that we can leave Him, and even have our names erased from the Book of Life.  He looked at the list, and said:  “I am a Baptist and I’ll die a Baptist, and what my denomination teaches is the only truth”.  He stomped out of the house furiously.  Later he and his wife told me that they had never studied the Bible so much—to prove me wrong.  But, in their study they found that I was right—salvation is conditional.  There is no “unconditional love” by Elohim, as has been touted in Greco/Roman theology.  Yahuweh/Yahushua Yahuweh hate sin, and if a person continues to rebel against Them and Their Torah, They will sadly have to remove them.  When Messiah comes, He will also have to tell some who think they have a free ticket—“…depart from Me, you who are without the Torah”. (Matthew 7:21-23) The word in Matthew 7:23, often translated into the English as “lawlessness” is literally “without the Torah”, both in Hebrew and in Greek.  
My friend, the whole Bible is consistent on any given subject, for the diligent who love truth, and will seek it out with the Ruach Yahuweh to guide them! 

Not only do we need to know the Word as taught by the Author, but know the Author Himself—His nature, His ways, His thinking, His ways of doing things, and His requirements of us.  

THESE SCRIPTURES SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES!

Exodus 32:32-33
Deuteronomy 11:16-17, 26-28

Jeremiah 15:6-7

Ezekiel 18:24-26

Ezekiel 33:12-13

Amos 3:7-8

Malachi 3:16-4:4

Psalm 25:10; Psalm 103:13-18; with John 14:21024; 15: 10, 14 -- Over and over, He tells us that there are conditions for our relationship with Him.   

Matthew 7:13-14, 21-29

Matthew 10:32-33, 37-39
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Matthew 13:36-50

Matthew 24:13

Matthew 25:1-13

Mark 4:17-19 with John 15:2, 6-14

Mark 8:34-38

Mark 13:13

Luke 13:24-28

Luke 14:25-33

Luke 21:34-36

John 8:31-32, 34-35

John 14:15, 21, 23-24

John 15:8-10, 14

Romans 8:14      

Romans 11:21-23

I Corinthians 3:16-17

I Corinthians 6:9-10

I Corinthians 9:24-27

I Corinthians 11:28-29

I Corinthians 15:1-2

II Corinthians 13:5

Galatians 5:24

Ephesians 5:1-11

Philippians 2:12

Philippians 3:8-11

Colossians 1:21-23

II Thessalonians 2:9-12

I Timothy 1:18-19

I Timothy 4:1-3, 16 

I Timothy 6:8-12

II Timothy 2:3-5, 11-12, 19

II Timothy 4:2-5, 7-8  

Hebrews 3:12-15, 19

Hebrews 4:1-2, 11

Hebrews 6:4-6

Hebrews 9:28

Hebrews 10:26-29, 35-39

Ja’cob 2:14-26

Ja’cob 4:4

Ja’cob 5:7-11

I Peter 1:7-9, 13-17 “the goal (end) of salvation, the salvation of your soul”
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I Peter 4:17-19

II Peter 2:18-22

I John 1:3-7

I John 2:3-11, 15-17

I John 3:3-4, 6-9, 24

I John 5:18

Jude 1: 5, 16-23

Revelation 2:4-7

Revelation 2:20-29

Revelation 3:3--5

Revelation 3:14-22

Revelation 16:15

Revelation 18:4

Revelation 19:7

Revelation 20:4-6

Revelation 21:7-8, 27

Revelation 22:14, 18-19

Revelation 22:14, from the oldest texts, 2nd century: “Blessed are those doing His commandments, so that authority shall be theirs unto the tree of life, and to enter through the gates of the City”.  

Revelation 12:17 and 14:12 tell us that the ones who endure—the set-apart ones—guard the commandments of Yahuweh and their faith in Yahushua Messiah.  
Other Scriptures like Psalm 103:11-18, and John 14:15, 21, 23-24 tell us that there is no unconditional love in Scripture – He cannot deal with darkness. He is light. Unless we conform to His standards of light, we cannot be His children, nor receive His promises of protection.
Like all of Elohim’s promises, there is a condition to receiving the promise, this includes eternal life.  

Since “faith without works is dead”—obedience to the Covenant Torah of Yahuweh, which completes our faith and proves it—it is obvious from these Scriptures that to buy into a “belief system” and not carry through with responsibility to the Kingdom of the King constitutes an abortion of faith.

Belief cannot stand along, and neither can works.  They have to be coupled together. 

The end-time remnant that survives in the days ahead have the 
witness of Messiah Yahushua and guard the commandments of Yahuweh. (Revelation 12:17:14:12 for examples)
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Dream:

I saw a man in suit and tie, a hat on his head, carrying heavy luggage, one suitcase in each hand into a hotel.  He was bent over from the weight of the luggage, struggling up to the desk.   He went to the reception desk and registered for a room.  The bellboy was standing there ready to take the bags to the room.  But, the man picked up both bags and began walking towards the front door of the hotel.  The receptionist shouted out after him, “Sir, you can’t take the ticket unless you leave your bags with the bellboy”.

You can’t get your free ticket to heaven without leaving behind your sins and your attachments to the world, the flesh and the Devil.  These weights must be left for Yahuweh to remove, or else your free ticket is not validated. 

Dream:

I saw a man dressed in suit and tie with a hat on his head, struggling with two suitcases that were so heavy that he could hardly walk.  He was headed towards a train, which was about to leave the station.  As he shuffled along, lugging the grossly overweight bags, the train began to move forward—he had missed it.  

Today, most of Yahuweh’s people are lugging sin--rebellion against Yahuweh--the cares of this life, burdens of all types, emotional hang-ups, mental barriers and bondages, and involved in duties of false responsibility to man, but are not astute to obey His Torah, and do not know Elohim—King of the Kingdom that they profess they belong to.  They are lugging things that Messiah died to take away from us.  His “yoke is easy and His burden is light”.  The train of our eternal destiny is leaving—will we be aboard?

Guard your Salvation, endure, overcome—the time of severe testing is near.  

Scriptures regarding our requirements in suffering for His sake:

Matthew 5:11-12; Mark 13:9-13; Luke 9:23-25; John 15:18-20; Acts chapters 4 and 5; 14:22; I Corinthians 15:21; II Corinthians 1:8-9; Philippians 1:29; Colossians 1:24; I Thessalonians 3:3; II Timothy 2:12; 3:12; I Peter 3:14, 17; 4:1-2, 12-19

Shalom in His love,

Yedidah
November 2, 2007, revised December 18, 2011
Tiberias, Israel
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