THE GRAVEYARD OF DEAD VISIONS

My friend Nancy was a fifth grade school teacher.  But, all of her life, she had a calling in her spirit to be a missionary to Africa.  By early 1997, I was working on going to Africa for the second time—this time to Uganda as well as Kenya.  My spirit to go to Africa excited Nancy’s spirit, and she knew in her spirit that it was time for her to go.  The Father put a passion into her, and she glowed with expectation and excitement.  I gave her one of my treasures—my Lonely Planet Travel Kit—Kenya, and a video of revival in Africa.  But, somewhere in the summer, after I returned from my second trip to Africa, something had happened to Nancy.  I was preparing to go again in October.

She had the decision to make, to either sign up again to teach another year, or to resign.  Her husband had left her some time before, and she had two grown children—the boy was off on his own, and the girl was entering college on a scholarship.  They didn’t need mom, but Nancy thought they did.  She said she had to look in on her parents, who were in their 70’s and still very active and healthy. Nancy told me: “I will go sometime later”.  As of 2007, ten years later, Nancy was still teaching, and in the summer she mows her lawn and visits her parents, her daughter and son are married, and now she has grandchildren to entertain her, but her vision for Africa is dead and gone. 
Few understand the nature of the real Elohim of the Scriptures – the Elohim of Abraham, Yitzak and Ya’cob. What if Abraham was like Nancy? Once the Word of Yahuweh is given to an individual, if not acted on it, He will get someone else and take away the vision once given to the original individual. Mark 4:24-25: “Take heed what you hear! … and unto you that hear more shall be given. For to him that has more shall be given, but to him who has not, from him shall be taken even what he has”. 

By one’s choice a person either shuts off His speaking through disobedience, thus removing His will for their life, or they begin to act on what He has said right away--letting Him see their faith in action-- else He will remove even understanding of His Word from their spirit.

They will go into darkness. I would say at the least this describes 98% of those who call themselves “believers”. This is why “few” find the narrow gate and walk the narrow path – it’s hard. I wrote the article “Walk the Hard Road” while living in Aqaba, Jordan, and He’s made me 
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live everything I write. But, it is the upward path to true freedom and joy, peace, and the “abundant life”. Some people think the amassing of money and possessions, and the freedom to take trips, etc. is the abundant life. Ha! What a joke! That will all perish, but those that know their Elohim, will act, and through His might will do exploits. 
“This is a life like no other – this is the great adventure!”

“Without vision the people perish…” (Proverbs 29:18).  The word for “vision” is “khaw-zone”, #2377 in James Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible:  “mental sight, a dream, a revelation”, from 2872: “to gaze at, focus on, perceive, contemplate with joy and pleasure”.  Without focusing on the goals that Yahuweh has placed in our spirit—and stepping out to begin to obey Him--the adventure and excitement of following Him without restraint begins to perish in a cesspool of man’s goals and ambitions, and the cultural programming of false responsibility.  

The “valley of the dry bones” represents the people of Elohim who have lost His passion for His vision.  Ezekiel 37:1-14—Verse 11: “And He said to me, `Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.  See, they say, “Our bones are very dry, our expectation has perished, and we ourselves have been cut off” ’ ”.  Verse 12 and 13a: “Therefore prophesy and you shall say to them, `Thus says the 
Master Yahuweh, `See O My people, I am opening your graves and 
shall bring you up from your graves and shall bring you into the Land of Israel.  And you shall know that I am Yahuweh…’ ”.  This prophecy is being fulfilled as I write.  

He is now bringing a remnant of His people up out of their graves, and putting substance on them, and putting His Spirit within them, so that their spirit is alive again.  These are they in Revelation 14:4, who follow the Lamb wherever He goes.  These are those whose passion has returned, and who are willing, no matter what the sacrifice, to do as the Master leads them to do.  These are the new set of disciples and Apostles, prophets and evangelists, and teaching shepherds--the remnant of His people--who are alive again, filled with passion and purpose, focus and direction, whose vision is restored, and who are going forth to do “exploits” in His Name in the midst of great tribulation (Daniel 11:32).  These are those who overcome and receive the highest awards—to rule and reign with Messiah, and to be in His presence and the Father’s presence, forever (Revelation 22:3-5).  
The cowardly and fearful, along with other wicked ones, will be denied 
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access to the Kingdom. (Revelation 21:8)  Cowardliness and fearfulness is unbelief—lack of faith.  Yet, most so-called “believers” do not know Him well enough to trust Him for much of anything.  They trust man, yet are fearful cowards, about many things.  They shrink back from following Him, because of “the cost of discipleship” (Luke 14:25-33).  The Master Yahushua said to Ja’cob (James) and John: “Follow Me!”  And they left their nets and followed Him.  (Matthew 4 18-20) “Faith”—in Hebrew understanding, means active obedience without excuses and compromise.  Oh the high price we pay for disobedience!

“A certain man gave a great supper and invited many…but one by one they all began making excuses.  The first said to him, `I have bought a field, and I need to go and see it.  I ask you to have me excused.’  And another said, `I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out.  I ask you to have me excused.’  And another said, `I have married a wife and because of this I am unable to come’…Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servants…`none of these men who were invited shall taste of my supper…’ ”.

And large crowds were going with Him, and turning, He said to them, `If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother and wife, and children and brothers and sisters and his own life too, he is 
unable to be my disciple.  And whoever does not bear his execution 
stake and come after Me cannot be My disciple…So then, everyone of you who dos not give up all that he has cannot be My disciple’ ”. (Excerpts from Luke 14:16-33)

The word “hate” in the Hebrew context means: “to put aside, to not be under the control of”.   Excuses involve false responsibility.  The demands of family, culture and fleshly desires, tie us up in prison houses of our own making—we do not have to let anything stop us from following Him.  

Corrie ten Boom told the story of a friend of hers who was so crippled that her husband had to move her everywhere.  She had only limited use of her stiff fingers, but her mind was sharp.  She spent hours a day, propped up on the couch, translating Christian books into Dutch, typing a letter at a time, so that others could read the good news of the Savior.  She died in that position—faithful to the end to do what she could do to promote the Kingdom of heaven.  

Hudson Taylor, the great missionary to China, who paved the way into the interior, took his wife and his eight children with him.  His children and grandchildren, and now great grandchildren, carried on, and some 
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are still working as part of the greatest assembly of true believers in the world—the persecuted assembly of China—over one hundred million strong.

The cultures of ancient Babylon, Greece and Rome have their seat in American culture.   It is a culture of the worship of man’s achievements and man’s aspirations.  It creates death of faith and vision, and a passion for human dreams, as well as fear of losing illusionary security in what man has provided. 

It is the “self” culture—the highest rewards are recognition for achievement by man—the acquiring of the “good life” of materialistic goods and security provided by the empty promises of man’s organizations.  America’s brand of Christianity puts rich and famous preachers on pedestals and their faithful followers worship their greatness.  America’s is a culture of illusion, of fantasy that is successful in driving man on a rat-wheel of busy-ness, false responsibility, and fleshly desires to obtain what the culture says are the ultimate goals. It deadens desire towards Yahuweh, because its gods are those that we can see, feel, touch, taste, and hear.

Thus mankind is not content unless he has a college degree, a career, a list of insurance policies to insure his future, a good home, cars, 
materialistic possession, and the respect and admiration of his fellow 
peers, family, and social or religious group.  Life’s goals become vacations, get-togethers with family and friends, entertainment at the movies or ballpark, hobbies, and the pursuit, always, of money.  

What an empty, shallow existence—pushed on mankind as the ultimate joy in life.  America is filled with chitchat—talking with no substance, empty and shallow trivia that is useless--making man a slave to his fleshly desires, goals and ambitions, which rarely touches anyone outside his family or circle of friends for anything higher than human relationship. 

Persecution drove the passions of the early believers.  Overcoming opposition to give forth the good news of the Kingdom was more important than any earthly security.  (Carefully read Acts chapters 4 and 5 as examples).

Now, we find in many Third World nations that persecution is what drives their passions forward to obtain the reward of knowing Him, and being found with Him in His Kingdom.  They have little knowledge of Hebrew things, being taught by Christian missionaries, some have no Bibles, yet what they know, they live, and are willing to die for Him who saved them.  Their highest pursuit is that of knowing Him, and being found in right standing with Him through obedience when He 
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comes into His Kingdom.  The Word says that these “little ones” of His flock, will rule and reign with Him.  They are faithful servants to Him, and He loves them dearly.  

I heard a woman who had been “smuggled out” of North Viet Nam by The Voice of the Martyrs, who still had family in prison in Viet Nam.  She was brought to give testimony to what was really happening in North Vietnam.  She was brought to a conference in Oklahoma.  I’ll never forget her saying: “We do not pray that Communism comes down.  We pray that the Holy Spirit will come down”.  She related walking through the jungles at night to go preach the gospel in a village, and following a light from the Father that lighted the path all the way.  
In Mel Tari’s book, Like A Mighty Wind, he tells of the great Indonesia revival of the 1960’s.  In one account, he said that as they would set out, it would begin to rain.  It would rain all around them, but they were kept dry.  When they would come to a swollen river, often 30 feet deep, they knew they had to get across to present the Savior to a 
village on the other side.  They would put their feet into the water and walk across the water.  Did Peter do it?  Of course!  I met precious believers in Africa who would walk twelve hours at night, through the jungles, with cougar and snakes, and all sorts of dangers to go to villages controlled by witch doctors to give the good news of the Savior.  The witch doctors would often challenge them.  One day they were preaching that Jesus opened the eyes of the blind.  The witch doctors brought them some blind people in the village and said that if Jesus was real, have Him open their blind eyes, or else we’ll kill you.  The Messiah opened their blind eyes, and the people rejoiced, and even the witch doctor became a believer.

In 325CE, the Roman emperor Constantine wanted to unite his fragmented empire.  He took the most common religion of his soldiers, the worship of the Persian sun god Mithra, and created a religion from the Greeks also, who called themselves “Gnostic Christians”—and created his “Roman Catholic Church”.  The only problems were the Jews and the Torah-observant believers—the followers of the Nazarene—followers of “The Way”.  They refused to join his new religion, so he went after them to kill them.  To the true followers of the teachings of Messiah and His Apostles, this world was passing away, and a Kingdom was coming, so they had to get the good news out to all the world before He came back.  Their eyes were on eternity.  Constantine turned the eyes of his people to the world and what they could get out of it for themselves.
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Today, in countries of persecution, the true believers are strong, vibrant, excited, joyful and powerful in their faith.  They have their eyes on eternity.  They know Him, though their knowledge of the Word is limited, yet what they know, they live.  These are the martyrs who will rule and reign with Him—the ones who remain faithful and overcome (Revelation 12:11; 20:6).

No life is greater, though very hard, than following the Lamb wherever He goes.  But, this type of obedience, faith and trust, are the characteristics of those who will overcome and do “exploits”—adventures not done before—in the days of the most severe trouble on earth.  These know Him, by daily interaction with Him.  These are those that the world has no hold on.  They have no interest in what man calls achievement or the “good life”.  They are sold-out to a Master who is eternal.  These are those who have unpolluted obedience.  These are the single-focused, the pure in heart, the set-apart-- the ones who are passionate for Him, as a Bride is passionate for her Bridegroom.

Adam and Eve gave away their passion, their relationship and fellowship with the Creator, for a “mess of pottage”—the knowledge of good and evil—the knowledge of Lucifer.  Today, the average American, the average person in the West particularly, daily gives away their relationship with Him for a “mess of pottage”—for the temporal satisfaction of their flesh.  (Genesis 25:29-34)  

Every day, so-called believers sell their birthright--their right to follow Him without excuses and their reward for doing so—for the pottage of the world system.  Are you living to eat pottage, or to be found in His perfect will?

Ya’cob 4:4: “Adulterers and adulteresses!  Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with Elohim?  Whoever therefore intends to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of Elohim”.  

“Come out from among them and be separate and touch not the unclean thing, and I shall receive you.  Having then these promises, let us cleanse ourselves of all defilement of the flesh and spirit, perfecting set-apartness in the fear of Elohim”.  (II Corinthians 6:17 and 7:1)  
We are saved by faith, but set-apart by obedience to His Torah—His Teachings and Instructions of the Kingdom of heaven, given to us for the real “good life” on earth. 

What do we fear? -- losing our home, our children, our spouse, old age, being harmed by violent men, not having the comforts we are 
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used to?  These are the ones He spares:  “Then shall those who fear Yahuweh speak to one another, and Yahuweh listen and hear, and a book of remembrance be written before Him of those who fear Yahuweh and those who think upon His Name.  `And they shall be Mine’ said Yahuweh of hosts, `on the day that I prepare a treasured possession.  And I shall spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him.  Then you shall again see the difference between the righteous and the wrong, between the one who serves Elohim and the one who does not serve Him.’ ”.  (Malachi 3:16-18)

Those who are absorbed into this culture of death are indeed dead and buried alive.  They have no life in the Word, and little-no relationship with the King of glory.  They run to man without even thinking of trusting Him for their needs.  
Matthew 18:1-4:  “At that time, the disciples came to Yahuweh saying `Who, then, is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?’  And Yahushua called a little child to Him, and set him in their midst, and 
said, `Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become as little children, you shall by no means enter into the Kingdom of the heavens.  Whoever, then, humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom of the heavens.’ ”  

At best most people have a belief-system that supplies them with a religion.  But, religion is boring and dead and dull and useless—unless one keeps adding fads to it for entertainment. All religion is under the control of Lucifer—he planted the roots of “religion” back in Babylon via Nimrod. “Religion” comes from the Roman expression: “The regions of Rhea”—Rhea was supposedly the “mother” of Zeus.  Messiah says this, speaking of eternal life in His Kingdom: “Enter in through the narrow gate!  Because the gate is wide—and the way is broad—that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter in through it.  Because the gate is narrow and the way is hard-pressed, which leads to life, and there are FEW WHO FIND IT”.  (Matthew 7:13-14)  Therefore, a religion of 1.9 billion people in over 5,000 denominations and organizations is not related to Yahushua, the Jewish Messiah.  Neither He, nor His Apostles, started it—Greece and Rome did.

But, trusting the Elohim of the Scriptures brings a relationship with the 

Almighty that is exciting and adventurous, and which gives us joy and passion for true life.  You’ll never be bored following the Lamb!

The Apostle Sha’ul (Paul) said: “I die daily” (I Corinthians 15:31).  He died daily to his own will, to his own aspirations, to his own dreams and desires.  He died to all that was against the fulfillment of what was 
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in his spirit. (Mark 8:31-36)

II Timothy is one of the most victorious books on earth—the final letter of Rav Sha’ul to his disciple.  It is said of Sha’ul that when they brought him into the arena in Rome to cut off his head, he ran to the executioners with joy.  He was ready to receive his reward from the Master whom he served.  Nero, the emperor that sentenced him to death, committed suicide four days later.

Romans 1:1: “Sha’ul, a bond slave of Yahushua Messiah, called to be an Apostle, separated unto the good news of Elohim.”  First he was a bond slave, second an Apostle who was separated.  He was set-apart unto his calling.  We all have a calling that we were chosen to do before the foundation of the earth, and we all will be rewarded on how we carry out what He has called us to do.  Our rewards are based on our actions in obedience to His will—“works”.

From Corrie Ten Boom’s Tramp for the Lord, page 115: “I remember hearing of a missionary, a single woman, who turned her back on all her possessions at home and went to China.  `Are you afraid?’ a friend asked as she was boarding the ship. `I am afraid of only one thing’, she said, `that I should become a grain of wheat not willing to die’ ”.  

Messiah said: “Unless a corn of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it abides alone, but IF it dies, it brings forth much fruit.  He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates (sets aside, and is not controlled by) his life in this world, shall keep it unto life eternal.  If any man serve Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall My servant be: if any man serve Me, him will My Father honor”.  (John 12:24-26)  (Italics mine)

He is calling us into set-apartness—to come out of the destroying world system and its demands, and free ourselves to become His joyful servants—following Him wherever He leads us.  He is calling us to die to “self”.  

Read the book of the Acts of the Apostles—it continues today with those in persecuted nations.  Persecution and tribulation are our friends—to put the needed pressure on us so that we can be freed from the chaff of bondage to man’s controlling system, and free from bondage to our own lusts and desires and sin.  The Kingdom is near—we have a very short time to prepare. “Without set-apartness, no man shall see Yahuweh” (Hebrews 12:14).

I Peter 1:16; Leviticus 11:44-45, 19:1; 20:7-8, 24-26: “Be set-apart as I am set-apart”.  It takes radical lifestyle change to be set apart – getting our life as free as possible from the influences of the 
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wicked Luciferic world system, getting our children out of the mind-programming of the world.  Your T.V. is not only programming you with what you hear and see, but has subliminal messages going forth continually that your subconscious picks up, but your conscious mind doesn’t.  The anti-messiah will come through hypnotism, mind-

control, illusion, and signs and wonders—and your mind is being programmed to receive him without question.   

Taking true responsibility for ourselves and our families—spirit, soul and body--getting rid of the input of the world as much as possible, and putting as much of the input of the Father and Son into our lives as possible, means setting priorities and living by them—the Word, His Presence, and obedience to His will.

One day, in 1994, I was preparing to go to China to take “illegal, counter-revolutionary materials”—Bibles—to persecuted believers.  I 
was told by Open Doors with Brother Andrew about a book that I should read before I went, The Church in China by Carol Lawrence.  I did not have the money to buy the book because I was saving up all my “pennies” for the trip.  One day I was lying on the bed resting, and the Spirit of Yahuweh said in my spirit:  “Get up now and go to Joshua’s Bookstore”.  I knew His voice.  So, I got dressed quickly and went to the bookstore, about four miles down the road.  As I walked into the store, on the right was a card table set up with about 10 books on it and a sign that said, “All books $1.00”.  In the middle of the table was the book The Church in China by Carl Lawrence.  Do you see how He wants to guide our STEPS?  The book is life changing. 

In China the average pastor of the persecuted assemblies is put in hard labor and prison for at least 17-20 years.  And, anyone who witnesses about Messiah openly, can be imprisoned, tortured and killed. 

I close with this letter from the book, to the believers of the West, written by a believer in the persecuted assembly of China:

Excerpts from pages 93-96, from the letter: “On behalf of the brothers and sisters in China, I send greetings to the members of the Body oversees!  Today, the church here is being greatly blessed by the Lord and the number of people being saved is increasing daily…Recently the gospel here has once again been greatly promoted because ten brothers and sisters were imprisoned, beaten and bound for preaching the gospel fearlessly.  They regarded their suffering for the Lord as more precious than the treasures of Egypt.  They started to preach the gospel in the poorest and most barren areas.  They preached and with tears streaming down, calling the passers by and street sellers, 
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Christians and non-Christians, to stand still and listen.  Even fortune- tellers were moved by the Holy Spirit and burst out crying.  Many people, hearing the Word, forgot their food, their work, or even to return home.  That went on into the evening…then the authorities made a move and laid hands on them, dragging them away one by one, binding them with ropes and beating them with electric-shock poles.  They also slapped their faces with shoes and knocked them unconscious, but, when they came to, they continued to pray, sing, and preach to the bystanders.  There was one little sister, age 14, and 

when she revived, having been beaten senseless, she saw that many people were sympathetic to them in their persecution, so she again began to preach.   

Her words were few and her voice low, but the people could not stop themselves from crying out and then they repented and believed in Jesus.  

In men’s eyes, this is an unfortunate happening, but for Christians, it is like a rich banquet.  This lesson cannot be learned from books…  This rich life does not exist in a comfortable environment.  Where there are no crosses, there is no crown.  If the spices are not refined to become oil, the fragrance of the perfume cannot flow forth, and if grapes are not crushed in the vat, they will not become wine”.

“Dear brethren, these saints who have gone down into the furnace, far from being harmed, have had their faces glorified and their spirits filled with power, with greater authority to preach the Word and a far more abundant life.  The Lord will have the final victory in their bodies…In fact, finally Satan had no way of making them renounce their faith, and they were released”.

“God has placed us in these last days to wage war so that the number of those saved will increase through us, and that His will shall be fulfilled through us in this generation.  He desires us to advance into glory with Him.  So making the most of the very short time left, let us continually do the work of the Lord, because there are still many souls who have not been brought home and many lambs wandering in the mountains and high peaks without anyone to seek and find them.  May the Lord Jesus place a burden to preach the gospel on each laborer’s heart and give a spirit of prayer to each Christian so each will become a prayer warrior.  Let no one in the Lord be lazy or idle…May God give you a heart faithful to death until He comes.  All who have such a heart will obtain a great reward.  The Lord will come soon.  Lord Jesus, I desire You to come!
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Dear fellow workers, may the Lord give us hearts to pray for each other, so that we may all be faithful in the Lord’s house until that day.  Emmanuel!”

Carl Lawrence gives these comments, which echo our own heart: “The letter to the church outside China is simply signed, `From a weaker member of the Body, May 6, 1982’.  From my padded pew, in my air-conditioned sanctuary, holding my computerized mailing list, an ad for a new version of the Bible, subscription reminder for three Christian magazines, and several invitations to `giant spiritual rallies’, I withhold comment—not because of a lack of words, but an inability to speak”.  

Love, 
Yedidah

July 30, 2007

Edited and revised May 12, 2012
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