PUTTING THE AX TO THE ROOT OF THE TREE
Excerpts from Matthew 3:1-12: “In those days Yochanan the immerser came proclaiming in the wilderness of Judea, saying `Repent! For the Kingdom of heaven has come near! … Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the country round about the Jordan, went out to him. And they were immersed by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. And seeing many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his immersion, he said to them `Brood of vipers! Who has warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear, therefore, fruits worthy of repentance… the ax is already laid to the root of the trees. Every tree, then, that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I indeed immerse you in water unto repentance but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to unloose. He shall immerse you in the Set-Apart Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in His hand and He shall thoroughly cleanse His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into His barns, but the chaff He shall burn with unquenchable fire.”   

Mark 11:19-24: “And in the evening, He went out of the city. And in the morning, passing by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. Then Kepha (Peter), remembering, said to Him `Rabbi, look! The fig tree that You cursed has withered’. And Yahushua, answering, said to them: `Have faith in Elohim.  For truly I saw to you whosoever says to this mountain “Be removed and thrown into the sea” and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says shall be done, he shall have whatsoever he 

says” ’ ”… (Refer  to: I Kings 17:1)

The chaff is what clings to wheat that makes it unusable until it is removed. Just as we have to removed the outer wrappings of a package to get to what is inside, so chaff has to be removed by the threshing of the “tribulum” and winnowed, so that the wind can carry it away or its remains be burned.  

The chaff is our own sin, the lusts of the flesh, the un-submitted will to the will of Yahuweh, rebellion, pride, compromise, mixtures, and self-righteousness, that encases human nature and wars against the re-born spirit that longs to be always filled with His Spirit. The chaff is the “I am” nature we inherited from the Garden of Eden, as mankind chose to follow to Lucifer’s deception rather than obey Yahuweh’s commands. 

In 2001, Abba spoke this to me: “If the root is defiled, then the tree is defiled, and the fruit is defiled, and all who eat it are defiled”. 

At this point we are into the season that begins the time of tribulation. The word “tribulation” comes from the Latin word “tribulum”, which was, in ancient times, a flat wooded board with rocks bored into it so that it could be raked over the grain to remove the chaff from it. This was called “threshing”.  Then the grain would be “winnowed” – or thrown into the air with a pitchfork so that the wind would blow away the loose chaff, and the real grain would fall to the threshing floor.  Then the pure grain, freed of both 
chaff and darnel (tares), would be gathered and stored in the owner’s barn. The tares are those who look like real grain, but have no grain in them – they are imposters, counterfeiters, fakes – who rise above the wheat in the time of harvest.  The farmer waits until harvest when these imposters rise taller than the wheat – and then they pluck them up and burn them. Darnel, if mixed with real wheat, makes one giddy, even deathly ill – as if they are on some kind of hallucinogenic.  The mixture is dangerous!

We have entered the time of tribulation – the time of “Ya’cob’s troubles”. Notice that is Ya’cob’s troubles, not just Judah’s troubles. It is the time when Yahuweh’s people will have the tribulum raked over them, as well as the world’s people, so that His true people will be freed from all bondages of the flesh, and from the evil ones (tares) who appear to be good, but are fakes and phonies and dangerous deceptive. The tares and chaff will FIRST be removed and destroyed – then the wheat will be gathered into Messiah’s barns: (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-41) Messiah will gather out of His Kingdom all that do “lawlessness” – Greek: “a nomia” – those without the Torah, lawless ones against Yahuweh’s Covenant.    
it is now or never!  Either we put the ax to the root or we reap the fruit of our doings in Yahuweh’s judgment. 

Psychiatrists tell us that a child’s basic personality is formed by 18 months, and the mind-set that directs their life by age 7. We all have deep roots that have born both good fruit and defiled fruit. Most humans are a mixture of good and evil, for we’ve all eaten of the “tree of good and evil”.  The ax has to destroy the defiled roots, so that we can be free to prepare for the coming of Messiah, and to endure with faith through the time of great tribulation – the raking over of the tribulum. 

John 15:1-2, 5-6, Messiah speaking:  “I am the true vine, and My Father is the gardener. Every branch in Me that bears no fruit, He takes away. And every branch that bears fruit He prunes, so that it bears more fruit…I am the vine and you are the branches. He who stays in Me and I in him bears much fruit. Because, without Me you can do nothing.  If anyone does not stay in Me he is thrown away as a branch and dries up. And they are gathered and thrown into the fire, and they are burned”. 
“If the root is defiled, the tree is defiled, and the fruit is defiled, and all who eat it are defiled”. 
There is “the fruit of righteousness”, the fruit of Yahuweh’s nature (Galatians 5:23-24). It requires death to self-will if we are to walk in His nature.  If we bear the fruit of righteousness then Yahuweh prunes – He disciplines, tests, trains, proves, and teaches, so that fruit will increase. (Hebrews 12) 
But, there is also the fruit of the sin nature that rebels against Yahuweh, which wars against the mind in the re-born spirit. (Galatians 5:19-22; I Corinthians 6:9-10; Ephesians 5:3-7 as examples) This is the fruit of Lucifer.  
When one is truly born again (Refer to: “The True New Birth”) – II Corinthians 5:17 --a person gets a new nature, one like Messiah’s. We become a whole new creation, “old things are passed away, behold, all things become new”. But, we still have a will, and if 
the sin nature is not disciplined, we can will to rebel, it will arise again and take over. Life with Elohim requires moment by moment obedience!   

Yahuweh prunes the good tree. But, we have to take the ax to the root of the defiled one, so that its fruit dies, and does not poison others around us. The majority of people  carry defilement  -- anger, hate, violence, sexual perversion, spirits of lust, control and competition, witchcraft, immorality, beliefs that are lies and deceptive—the fruit of the sin-prone nature--and they poison everyone they touch, even if they are wearing a mask of respectability.  What has defiled us in the past is not that important. What is important is that we lay the ax to the root of the defilement and allow Him to burn it with His unquenchable fire!  We can’t change what’s been done  in the past, but we sure can change the future!
It is by humble repentance and our verbal proclamation to curse the cursed tree – that begins the process. Then it requires moment by moment submission to the Spirit, letting Him take control of every thought. Sin begins with our thoughts!  
II Corinthians 10:3-5: Be always aware of where your mind is taking you! The soul is the natural mind—reasoning, emotions, and feelings--it is the seat of the “flesh”--the sin-prone nature that only contacts this present world. But, it is also subject to the input of man and demonic powers.  By the Word, by worship, by discipline, it can be subjugated to the re-born spirit. The truly transformed re-born spirit is an open portal to the realm of Yahuweh!  It is through that portal that Yahuweh can teach you His truth, guide you, direct you, comfort you, convict you of sin, and share with you His secrets. It is the place where we fellowship with Him. If you plug that portal by choosing man’s input over His, you are an incredible fool!  He will have no other gods in His face. It’s either Him or man – make your choice! But, in the days to come, when you seek help, and all you’ve done is seek to learn from man and be led by human reasoning, don’t expect Yahuweh to help you. He says plainly that He will not hear your prayer.
For more on this refer to: “Living From the Eternal Mind”. I warn you from Yahuweh!

I had a vision this morning of myself taking the ax with vengeance to the cursed tree to bring it down, so that I could dig the roots and destroy the whole thing. But, as hard as I tried, I could not make much of a dent in the huge tree. Then Yahushua stepped up and took the ax, and He went to bring it down swiftly. We have to do our part. On the other hand, we have the promise: “I have the strength to do all things through Messiah who empowers me”. (Philippians 4:13)  He will help us! 
IT IS NOW OR NEVER!  You either fell the defiled tree (our sin-prone “self”), dig out the defile root, and destroy what is against Yahuweh, or the soon demonic increase that is happening now on the earth, will take you over. Whatever sin lurks in your “flesh” – your mind that wars against the directives of His Spirit, bringing fear, sin, rebellion and revolt against His will --must be destroyed, if you are to continue in Him. The mind-programming that comes from all angles day and night from Luciferic mind-programmers, and the spirits of the Nephillim seeking a body (demons), will overwhelm and overcome the majority of the earth’s people. Only those who are “pure of heart”, because they have allowed Him to removed the defilement, will remain. Without absolute, radical, set-apartness to Him, you will not see Elohim (Hebrews 12:14b).

Hebrews 12:25-29: “Take heed not to refuse the One speaking. For if those did not escape who refused the warning on earth, much less we who turn away from Him from heaven. And this: `Yet once more’ makes clear the removal of what is shaken – as having been made – so that the unshaken things might remain. Therefore, receiving an unshakable Kingdom, let us hold the favor, through which we serve Elohim pleasingly with reverence and awe, for indeed our Elohim is a consuming fire!” 
Psalm 110:11: “The fear of Yahuweh is the beginning of wisdom”.  

I Corinthians 9:24-27: Sha’ul says: “Do you not know that those who run a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way as to obtain it. And everyone who completes the race disciplines himself in every way. Now they do it to receive a corruptible crown, but we for an incorruptible crown. Therefore, I run accordingly, not with uncertainty. Thus I fight but not as one who beats the air. But, I treat my body severely, making it my slave, lest having proclaimed to others, I, myself, might be a castaway”.   

Take heed! “Do not become unequally yoked with unbelievers, for what partnership has righteousness and lawlessness? And what fellowship has light with darkness? And what agreement has Messiah with Belial? Or what does a believer have with an unbeliever? And what union does the Dwelling Place of Elohim have with idols? For you are the dwelling place of the living Elohim, as Elohim has said: `I will dwell with them and walk among them and I shall be their Elohim, and they shall be My people’. `Therefore, come out from among them and be separate’, says Yahuweh, ‘and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you. And I shall be a Father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me’, says Yahuweh, the Almighty. Having, then, these promises beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of the flesh and spirit, perfecting set-apartness in the fear of Elohim”. (II Corinthians 6:14-7:1)  If you are a child of light, then act like one!
Proverbs 8:13a: “The fear of Yahuweh is to hate evil…”     
We hate sin in other people. But, we must hate it in ourselves!  Be quick to pray Psalm 139:23-24.  So many people are critical of others for this or that, and are self-righteous, like the Pharisee in Luke 18:10-14 who looked down his long religious nose at a repenting sinner. It was the repentant sinner that went home justified before Yahuweh, not the self-righteous prideful Pharisee.  Religious systems are detrimental to your spiritual health! Get out of all religion of man! Yahuweh and Yahushua Yahuweh are Persons – not a religion!!!  
I Corinthians 3:13: “Every man’s work shall be manifested, for the Day shall declare it because it shall be revealed by fire, and the fire shall test every man’s work of what sort it is”. As Messiah returns, He returns with the fire of the judgment of Yahuweh on that Day. And as He comes, our works will either be burned up or remain, depending on the condition of root of them.
Your priorities are what you get done every day. Make His Word your priority and your obedience to it. Seek Him with all your heart. Know Him, “Whom to know is life eternal”.  Let go of everything that holds you back from following Him with a blameless heart.  The time is short – put the ax to the root of the defiled trees in your own life. Be brutal – do not make excuses for yourself.  Now, only radical action will deliver you. He commands us: “Be set apart AS I AM set-apart”. “Let the set-apart be more set-apart”. 
[Refer to: “A Radical View of Set-Apartness”/June 2009]
Shalom, with His love,
Yedidah
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