THE LINE DRAWN ALONG THE CLIFF EDGE
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Getty Images – “Hiker”                              Man walking a cliff edge—above Grand Canyon 
Psalm 40: 2-4: “…and He drew me out of the pit of destruction, out of the muddy clay, and He set my feet on a rock. He established my steps. Then He put a new song in my mouth—praise to our Elohim. Many shall see it and fear, and put their trust in Yahuweh. Blessed is the man who has made Yahuweh his trust and who has not turned aside to the proud--to those turning aside to falsehood.” 
Psalm 18:46: “Yahuweh lives! And blessed be my Rock! And exalted is the Elohim of my salvation.” 

Proverbs 28:18: “He who walks blamelessly is saved, but the perverted of ways falls at once.” 
When we repent of sin, and turn to Yahushua Messiah for redemption and salvation, we are delivered--saved out of the deep pit of eternal death where our sin has kept us a prisoner. By putting faith in the blood of Yahushua Messiah as our Lamb who died in our place, and in His resurrection from the dead, the Spirit of Yahuweh transfers us out of the kingdom of darkness and lifts us up into the Kingdom of light--our feet are set on a rock, and He establishes our going forward. Our “Rock” of stability is Messiah!

Through Messiah our past sins are removed, our record wiped clean, so that we can go forward and sin no more. In this awesome true new birth, the Spirit of Yahuweh literally does 40 different things to transform us into an entirely “new creation.” [Refer to: “The True New Birth,” under the mikvah of salvation on comeenterthemikvah.com]

This true new birth, Scriptural birth from above, is the greatest miracle that we can ever experience. (Ephesians 2:8-19; II Corinthians 5:17-21) 

When we are pardoned and forgiven of our sins by the Judge of the universe -- our Creator, our Father Yahuweh -- He draws a line in the dust behind us at the edge of the cliff that drops off into the pit below—the pit, out of which we have been saved. In His Word we receive instruction for going forward in our salvation. If we go forward there is great reward, in this life, and in the eternal life to come. I Peter 1:9: “…receiving the end of your faith – the salvation of your soul.”  This is why we must “endure to the end,” for it at the end that we receive our reward--of eternal life, or eternal damnation.

Messiah said: “No one having put his hand to the plough and looking back is fit for the Kingdom of Elohim.” (Luke 9:62) 

If we try to walk the rim of the cliff, we will stumble on the rocks of falsehood that are strewn everywhere in an attempt to cause us to fall backwards into the pit. Only by going forward as quickly as possible, can we put distance between the pit, the falsehood, and us. Salvation begins with repentance. 
Proverbs 28:13: “He who hides his sin will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes his sin will find compassion.” 
From the Artscroll Mishlei (Proverbs) commentary on this verse--the four parts of repentance: 1) remorse, 2) confession, 3) forsaking, and 4) commitment not to return to the sin.
Sin brings us back to the cliff edge once again. If we keep walking forward, forsaking sin, we will put distance between us and the cliff edge.
Before returning to Costa Rica, I had a brief vision of myself standing on a cliff edge. I was facing away from the edge. I saw Abba draw a line just behind my heels. He said: “FINAL! Step back across that line and its over!” Later, the word “FINAL” appeared as a sign with flashing lights. He was giving a warning to me and to all of His people: This is His final call to blamelessness. Proverbs 28:18: “He who walks blamelessly is saved, but the perverted of ways falls at once.”  No one is so spiritually lofty that the can’t “fall away.” In fact, the more one proceeds towards blamelessness, the more the enemy tries to bring discouragement and despair. The enemy fears those who are in deeply in league with Yahuweh! II Thessalonians 2:3: “Let no man deceive you by any means, for THAT DAY shall not come except there be a FALLING AWAY first, and that man of sin be revealed…” We are watching the “falling away,” – great apostasy – those turning from the pure faith of the Word to “doctrines of devils.”  
Hebrews 6:6: “If they shall fall away…” Read this passage to see the consequences of having received His pardon, and His gifts, and then turn away backwards into sin. 
II Kepha (Peter) 3:17-18: “You, therefore, beloved seeing you know these things before, beware lest you also, being led away by the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. But, grow in favor and in the knowledge of our Master and Savior, Messiah Yahushua. To Him to be esteem, both now and forever..Amen.” (Read all of II Peter 3, for context)
Hebrews 12:1-4: “We, too, then, having so great a cloud of witnesses all around us, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin that so easily entangles us, and let us run the race set before us, looking unto Yahushua, the Author and Finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the stake, having despised the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of Elohim. For consider Him who endured such opposition from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and faint in your mind. You have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.” 

The Apostle Sha’ul warned us: “…work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” (Philippians 2:12) 
We must guard our salvation by going forward to do the will of our new Master who knows the path to eternal life. If we ask His Spirit to enter our re-born spirit, His temple, fill us, transform us into the nature of our Savior, teach us His ways and His thinking, we will go forward with great strides, putting the edge of the cliff further and further behind us with each step. 
We must not try to straddle the line, with one foot in the kingdom of darkness and the other in the Kingdom of Light. We either put both feet across the line, or the spiritual “gravity” of the pit will easily pull us backwards and down. Few people realize that unless we are set-apart totally unto Yahuweh our Abba (Father), having submitted our whole lives into His care, and put distance between us and the edge of the cliff, not looking back where there are many deceptions and evil enticements, the spirits of Satan can beguile and seduce the mind into returning under his control. We must not play games with “such a great salvation!”  We are in the time of the “great falling away,” and many people that we thought were so solid in their faith, are renouncing their faith to follow the “doctrines of devils.” 
Yahushua paid the ultimate price for our salvation. We must pay the ultimate price to maintain it! Yahushua laid down His will, and took up His Father’s will to die in our place, to take the punishment we deserve, so that we can go free. We must also lay down our will to Yahuweh, and take up our own execution stake if we want to continue to go forward. (Luke 14:25-33) 
Depending on the Spirit of Yahuweh to guide us over the rocks and deceptive holes that would cause us to fall and injure ourselves, is the only way to go forward with confidence and assurance of victory. The Word is a light unto our path, and without knowing it well, we will walk in darkness. (Psalm 119:105) In the dark, it would be easy to be disoriented, turn around, and fall off the cliff into the pit. His Word is our light! For those truly born of the Spirit, His Word is their “daily bread.” You know if you are truly born again if your passion, your motivating force, is for His Word and His Presence! For this, sin has no power! Those that love His Word obey it. Those that love His Presence are astute to please Him. It is wisdom to be totally dependent on Him, just as a wise hiker would be dependent on an experienced guide to show him the correct path to follow. The Spirit is our guide within. He is our instructor in the ways of Yahuweh.   

“Walking by faith” does NOT mean “walking blind.” Our faith must be rooted in the Word of Yahuweh and the nature of Yahuweh – His character. Through the Word and the Spirit we learn His nature, ways, thinking, and character – and allow His Spirit to transform us into His image and likeness. Messiah Yahushua is totally aligned and unified with Yahuweh, His Father. In order to have faith and trust in the leading of Yahuweh, we must know both of Them – Father and Son. Walking in childlike simplicity, humility, contriteness, and love for one another is imperative to guarding our salvation. Messiah had to have ultimate trust in the Spirit of His Father to raise Him from the dead. Messiah promises to raise us up when He returns. (I Thessalonians 4:13-18; I Corinthians 15:51-58; Romans 8:9-14; John 5:25-29)
When we are removed from the pit and set on the “Rock of our salvation,” our eternal spirit is set up in His dimension “in heavenly places in Messiah Yahushua.” Our re-born eternal spirit becomes an open portal to the dimension of Yahuweh and Yahushua. Once we are forgiven of our past sins, His severe warning is “go and sin no more”--don’t jump off the cliff into the pit again. Yahushua’s atonement has brought your redemption, don’t ever turn back! (Luke 9:62; II Peter 2:20-22; Hebrews 10:26-31) We must learn to fear the power of Yahuweh, for “the fear of Yahuweh is the beginning of wisdom.”   

The Word tells us what sin is – transgression, revolt/rebellion, against the instructions and teachings of Yahuweh for right-standing in His Kingdom – whose foundation is His Torah (the 1st five books of the Word). But, the Spirit of Yahuweh faithfully points out our sin to us, so that we might repent, and stay away from the edge of the cliff. As we walk forward, away from the cliff, our focus must be outward--to share our salvation with others, sharing His Word, sharing His life, and preparing others for Yahuweh’s coming, and for His Kingdom. 
We don’t walk away from the cliff edge so that we can work to succeed in this world. We can’t serve two Masters. We either serve Yahushua, or our own selfish desires and ambitions. Serving Yahushua leads to eternal life. Serving fleshly desires to succeed in this world leads back to the pit. 
Beware! There are subtle spirits of the enemy, Satan, who love to seduce and beguile Yahuweh’s children back over the cliff by offering enticements that sound so good, but are deadly. Satan is “like a roaring lion, walking about looking for whom he may devour.” He subtly deceives by alluring the mind and emotions. By standing strong in the Word and bringing all thoughts into “captivity to the mind of Messiah,” we can see clearly into the deceptions. The enemy’s forces works to tire us out on our journey, so that we are weakened. Then the beguilement begins with our mind and emotions to allure us away from the narrow path to the narrow gate that leads to life.

(Matthew 7:13-27) False teachers are waiting to teach deceived minds!

We must daily make sure we stay strong in faith, strong in the Word, strongly set-apart unto Yahuweh, strongly listening to His Spirit and obeying. We are servants of our new Master. But, our old master, Satan, keeps trying to win us back. 

Yes, we are on a journey. But, we must make sure that the path we are on leads to the Kingdom of Elohim, and not to another cliff! 

Praising Yahuweh and Yahushua, proclaiming their praises in the Word and songs, gives us strength. We must, at all costs, maintain our journey on the “narrow path” that leads to life.  

It is dangerous to walk in pitch darkness. If we walk in darkness, we become disoriented, stumble, fall, and are easily led to harm. For the Word to lighten our way, we must have only one Teacher--the Spirit of Yahuweh – the Author of the Word. Religious thinking, doctrines, theology, and opinions of men, easily can lead people off the path and into danger. We must only trust the Spirit as we read the Word from Genesis to Revelation to show us what is from Him, and what is not.  As He desires, He brings the confirmation from others. 
When we are filled with the Spirit, we have His gifts within us that keep us on the right path. The one we must lean on greatly is the “discernment of spirits,” so that we know what is of Him, what is of unstable human beings, and what is of Satan.

There is a cut-off point, if we don’t let go of things that would endanger our eternal life. It is a strong warning. Yahuweh is in wrath/judgment mode. Messiah is soon to come with His wrath. Only fools go on as usual, showing no responsibility to their Creator. If a person willfully, deliberately, turns off His narrow path at this point in time, Yahuweh can’t help anymore. Just as in Jeremiah, there comes a time when He says “do not pray for this people anymore.” The line has been drawn, and those stepping back across it willfully, with stubborn defiance in their spirit, will incur His wrath. He showed these things to me recently. It was a very, very serious warning to me. I shared some of my testimony and what He showed me recently about the dangers of not taking Yahuweh seriously, in the study “No Atonement for Willful Sin After.” 

We all have “entangling” attitudes, and unrestrained emotions at times that bring us down – many caused by circumstances that wear us out. But, even these things begin with a single thought. If wayward thoughts are not controlled, they can lead to sin…II Corinthians 10:3-6! We have a will – we must use it to align our thinking to the Word, and the nature of Yahuweh. 
Some people are holding bitterness towards others, over things done to them in the past, holding anger and unforgiveness, resentment, and a desire for revenge. Some slander (character assassination), gossip, and push themselves forward to achieve their selfish ambitions by tearing others down. Some are jealous, envious, and attempt to usurp the authority of others to gain advantage. While these things don’t seem to be eternal life- threatening, they are. Scripture lists sins that will keep a person out of His Kingdom, here are a few: Isaiah 33:14-17; Psalm 15; Psalm 24:1-6; Romans 6:1-4, 10-12, 16-18; I Corinthians 6:9-10; I Corinthians 9:24-27; II Corinthians 5:14-17; 6:14-7:1; Ephesians 4:22-24; 27-32; Ephesians 5:1-8; Galatians 5:19-20; Galatians 6:7-8; Hebrews 12:14b; Revelation 21:27; 22:15, 18-19. “Adultery” is not just sexual sin, but represents idolatry and heresy--the breaking of the 1st Commandment.
Western culture has made people think they are good because they are culturally “moral,” when the truth may be quite the opposite. What Yahuweh considers eternal life-threatening sins, are often considered “mistakes,” or “issues,” in Western culture. Excuses are made for these sins, but Yahuweh accepts no excuses. Be sure your mistakes and issues are not eternally final! Exodus 14:15: “And Yahuweh said to Moshe: `Why do you cry to Me? Speak to the children of Israel and let them go forward.’ ”
What was “forward” in their eyes? The Red Sea … Pharaoh and his army were pursuing from the back to overtake and kill them. Today we have one choice to overcome, endure and survive to the end--GO FORWARD!--Never mind what the enemy throws in our path. 
Control your thoughts that control your mind and emotions. Walk as fast as you can towards His perfect will for you. Keep disciplined and focused on the finish line. We have much to do before the return of Messiah! 
Sharing what He shared with me … in His love,

Yedidah

March 12, 2015

Dedicated to my wonderful parents on their 77th wedding anniversary, March 12, 1938 - From their new birth onward, they never looked back, or turned back… They went forward! 
