Cocoon
A Special Message for Hanukkah

One day the caterpillar stops eating, hangs upside down from a twig or leaf and spins itself a silky cocoon or molts into a shiny chrysalis. Within its protective casing, the caterpillar radically transforms its body, eventually emerging as a butterfly or moth.
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This process is called Metamorphosis 
[image: Image result for the transformation of a caterpillar in a cocoon into a butterfly] [image: Image result for the transformation of a caterpillar in a cocoon into a butterfly]
     II Corinthians 3:17-18: “Now Yahuwah is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of Yahuwah is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, see as in as in a mirror the esteem of Yahuwah, and are being transformed into the same likeness from esteem to esteem, as from Yahuwah, the Spirit.”
     
     Psalm 91:1: “He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” 
     Messiah used the festival of Hanukkah to declare His Deity (John 10:22-39). If you know the story of Hanukkah from the historic apocryphal book of Maccabees I, you understand why Yahushua chose Hanukkah to come out with His true identity. 
      Summery from an online description of the Maccabees’ victory over the Syrian Antiochus Epiphanies: “Jerusalem was freed. The Hellenized Jews were slaughtered, and the Temple was rededicated. That, we are told, took place on the winter solstice on the 25th day of Kislev, 160 BCE. Our earliest source on the celebration of Hanukkah is the Book of Maccabees I, written at the end of the 2nd Century BCE. 
      Messiah chose Hanukkah to declare His Deity as His declaration of His coming victory over the evil that continually tries to turn His people away from obedience to His Father, and submission to the world’s paganism. He stripped the enemy of their authority over those who would follow Him.
     Luke 10:19: “See, I give you authority to trample on serpents and scorpions (symbols of demons and fallen angels),and over all the power of the enemy, and none at all shall hurt you.” (Italics mine)
     Through the power of the true new birth, being born from above, we are initially changed and become a new creation--able to “fly” into the eternal dimension of Yahuwah and Yahushua.
    But, it is by our willful submission to our eternal Master that we are hidden away, set-apart unto Them (Father and Son). Yes, our spiritual cocoon is a place of confinement, set-apart from the outside world, a place in Yahuwah’s Spirit where our eternal spirit is transforms by Him into His image and likeness. Finally, our body is transformed and translated so that we are immortal, and we can fly.
    Our salvation is a three-fold process: 1) transformation of the spirit, 2) transformation of the soul/mind-emotions and will, and 3) the transformation of our physical body.
      We are translated into His Kingdom at the true new birth. The true new birth is a birth from above by the Soverign action of Yahuwah’s Spirit. He does 40 things within instantly us as we repent, confess our faith in Yahushua for salvation, and submit to the rule of our new Master. Then comes the process of being in the cocoon where Yahuwah’s Spirit transforms our mind so that it aligns in all things with His Word, with His nature, His ways, and His thinking. Our mind can become one with His, thus obedience is a great joy. Then comes the final transformation of our body, at the resurrection, at Messiah’s coming, so that we become as He is.
     Philippians 3:20-21: “For our citizenship is in heaven from where we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Master Yahushua Messiah, who shall change our lowly body to be conformed to His esteemed (glorified) body, according to the working by which He is able even to bring all under His control.” 
     I Thessalonians 5:23: “And the Elohim of peace Himself set you completely apart, and your entire spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our master Yahushua Messiah.” 
     December 1, 2017 in the midst of asking Abba questions about things troubling my spirit, He said to me: “I have put you into a cocoon.” That answered most of my questions. I have felt for weeks that I am on the inside with Him, looking out at the world as if looking out of a window into the world beyond. It was a similar repeat of what happened at age 4, when He demonstrated His setting me apart unto Himself. Psalm 91:7 is a picture of this looking out from inside. 
      The carnal world is nothing but fantasy and fakery. Ya’cob/James 4:4 tells us that to love it is to become the enemy of Yahuwah. There are only two Kingdoms: The kingdom of darkness ruled by Satan and his fallen angels, and the Kingdom of Light, ruled by Yahuwah and Yahushua. Each have their rules. Satan’s law is: “Do as thou wilt.” Yahuwah’s teachings and instructions for right standing in His Kingdom (Torah in Hebrew; Nomos in Greek) lay out for us what He expects of His children, if they want to identify with their Heavenly Father.
     The only reason for being in a cocoon is for transformation into another state of being, so that upon exiting the cocoon, we can fly, 1st in the spiritual realm, then in the Kingdom of Messiah. 
     There is spiritual flight offered to us now, so that we might sit in heavenly places with Messiah (Colossians 3:1-4). But, in the eternal state, actual flight will be a normal part of life. No, we won’t be changed into an angel!  That’s religious fantasy. We will though have a body like Messiah had after His resurrection. 
      The “cocoon” (i.e. Psalm 91:1) is a place of concealment, of confinement, of hiding, of silence within, peaceful rest in our spirit, and joy in His Presence, allowing Him do the transforming into His likeness as He wills. There is no greater freedom than to be 100% submitted to the Master, having a personal relationship with Him that is beyond any dogma of theology. 
     A caterpillar crawls on its belly and it lives to eat. Yet within it is the potential to be totally transformed, to grow wings and fly. It has all of this in its inner nature, but until it is closed within the cocoon the transformation cannot happen. So, those that continue to go about their daily lives as they will it, or are pressed into it, will not see the joy of His taking control. 
     We who are truly born again, like all humans, eat in order to live in this world, but also we live to eat of the Tree of Life – His Word, His Wisdom. We live to devour the Word, obey it, and gain the strength and energy from Him so that we prepare for transformation in the eternal realm. There must be transformation in this life after the true new birth or there can be no transformation into the eternal state. 
     II Corinthians 5:15, 17: “…He died for us. That those who live should no longer live for themselves but for Him who died for them and was raised…Therefore, if anyone is in Messiah, he is a new creation – the old things have passed away, behold, all things have become new.”  We pass from slavery to the kingdom of darkness/Satan, to freedom in the Kingdom of Light – freedom to obey our new Master, and walk with Him.
     Please review “The True New Birth” under the Mikvah of Eternal Salvation. The true new birth involves a lot more than any Western church teaches, for its principals are from an ancient culture that goes back thousands of years – a culture taken from the heart of Yahuwah by Abraham. There are 40 things that the Spirit does when we repent and place our faith solely in Yahushua for our salvation. It is a total transformation – an exchange.  
     Colossians 1:12-13: “…giving thanks to the Father who has made us fit to share in the inheritance of the set-apart ones in light, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of His Dear Son.”  In the true new birth, we are transported out of slavery to our old masters (demons, fallen angels, lusts of the flesh, allurement of the world) into freedom to submit to the Master of all Eternity, who has supreme Authority!
      We have a body, a mind/soul. Within it are our emotions, reasoning power, perceptions of life, and the ability to will things and make them happen…But, it is our eternal spirit, which makes us humans created in the likeness of Yahuwah, that becomes the cocoon. It is inside the cocoon, which we weave for ourselves by submitting to the leading of the Spirit, that the total transformation power of the true new birth takes its effect. We struggle out, like the once-caterpillar, only to sit and wait for our wings to dry and our strength to return. Then we fly in our new spirit-realm. It is a process! 
     How do we weave our cocoon? We weave it by submission daily to the Word and the directives taught to us by the Spirit of Yahuwah. We choose to hide ourselves in the secret place of the Most High. We rest in His Presence. We draw strength from His Word, thus are set-apart unto Him. (Leviticus 11:44-45; 19:2, 20:7-8, 26, Hebrews 12:14b; I Peter 1:16)
     Christianity of the Roman Catholic Church from the 9th century CE, taught that we were only a body and a mind. From the classic book, The Spear of Destiny by Trevor Ravenscroft, page 46: “The ninth century was also the age of the great Schism between the Eastern and Western Churches, the final separation appearing at the Council concluded in Constantinople in 869. It was while this crucial Church Council was underway that Pope Nicholas I declared Man was no longer to be considered a trichotomy of Spirit, Soul, and Body. From that time forward the Papal See was to deny the very existence of the Individual Human Spirit, declaring man to be but body and soul and relegating the personal spirit to lowly estate of a mere `intellectual quality’ within the soul itself. In that way the spiritual initiative of Western man was confined to the prison of three-dimensional awareness of the sense world, and the Dogmas of the Roman Church became the only recognized source of revelation.”  Ravenscroft goes on to say that it is within this void that man’s reason led him into a glorification of humans, i.e. Knights. 
     Ravenscroft is right, without the spirit, with its ability to become a temple for the indwelling of the Spirit of Yahuwah, we are no more than an exalted animal, imprisoned in a three-dimensional state that ends with death. Modern man is aligning to the belief of Socialism, Communism, Fascism, Secular Humanism, Atheism--that there is no after-life.
     I Corinthians 6:19-20: “Do you not know that your body is the Dwelling place of the set-apart Spirit who is in you, which you have from Elohim, and you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price, therefore esteem Elohim in your body and in your spirit, which are of Elohim.”
     Did they know about our “trichotomy” in the Tenach? Oh yes! It was known from the most ancient times. King David understood the indwelling of Yahuwah in his spirit (Psalm 51:9-13) Ezekiel, for example, was filled with the Spirit and empowered (Ezekiel 2:2 and 3:24 for examples). 
     John 16 tells us, one cannot be filled with the Spirit without a true new birth.  
      We know that the spirits of fallen angels and demons have been successful in the Western world to erase any thought of a separate spirit where the Presence of Elohim can dwell with us like His being in the Temple. Many denominations reject the miraculous aspects of the Gospels and the book of Acts, most major denominations reject the gifts of the Spirit. They reject the reality that the book of Acts is for us today. Yet, we can, and we must, walk in His power, submitted to His Spirit! 
     The teaching of Darwnism, Evolution, has persuaded modern man that he is only a higher animal, with a mind and a body only. The intellectualism of the West has corrupted the Truth of who we are, stolen our identity. 
     Genesis 1:26: “And Elohim said, `Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…”  “Elohim,” Hebrew for the Supreme Being is plural. “El, or Eloah” is singular. Is He speaking of making us in His image and the image of angels?  Are “angels” the “Our” in this verse? NO! He is speaking of Himself and His Son, begotten before the creation of the world. 
      “Charismatics” and “Pentecostals” who recognize the spirit and the gifts of the Spirit for today are many times not solidly Word-based, and thus are easily deceived by the powers of darkness, easily led astray to use those gifts for personal lusts--like money, power, fame, and control over others. A leading denomination of Torah-guarding Messianic Ephraimites teaches that the Spirit of Yahuwah is only a force, an “it,” that moves out into the world to help us. No! The Spirit is the Person of Yahuwah Himself. Messiah warns us not to “blaspheme” the Spirit, for there is no forgiveness to those who lower Him, or making His gifts “of the devil,” as some denominations say. For they are now lowering a “third” member of a pagan trinity, but the very Spirit of Yahuwah! Overall, few in the Western world have connected the Spirit with Yahuwah Himself, who is spirit (John 4:24). In Eastern understanding of the Word, this connection is naturally understood. 
     Yahuwah is the Spirit; the Spirit is Yahuwah. The Christianizing of the pagan “trinity” has blinded most to the fact that there is a Father and a begotten Son.  The spirit of anti-messiah denies the relationship between Father and Son (I John 2:22-23) They are “echad” (totally united as one). That means, being in “Their image,” we have a body like Messiah took to come to earth and a spirit body like Yahuwah.  
      At the true new birth, our spirit becomes a temple, a receiver, a container. But, as we learn from Solomon, Messiah, and the book of Acts, He must be invited in. in I Kings 8, we read that Solomon built a most glorious Temple. Yet, after having placed the ark into the Most Set-Apart Place, Solomon had to ask Yahuwah to come and dwell over the ark. It makes us smile, but His coming was so dramatic that the priests could not stand up – they fell over. I had a similar experience in November of 1966 when the Spirit of Yahuwah overwhelmed me with His entrance. It was life changing. His power and presence continued to increase day by day, as I used His gifts to preach, deliver, heal, prophesy, and teach others.
      This is NOT religious dogma, it is a real experience of His dimension coming into ours. [Refer to my testimony under the Mikvah of the Spirit]  
     But, sadly, because of the pagan influences of the Roman Catholic Church, even carried into Protestantism, Western Christianity doesn’t teach a true new birth--the “gospel” has become no more than a watered down  belief system that carries little to no power, because it does not teach submission to the Master.  The Spirit of Yahuwah enters our re-born spirit in order to teach us, guide us, convict us of sin, to empower us with His gifts – not so that we might have “goose bump” experiences/mystical experiences and spiritual “highs,” but so that we might be transported into His Presence to walk with Him in our everyday lives as new creations. (John 14-17)
     Our spirit is located within the midst of us--in the area of digestion and reproduction. There, in that temple within, the Spirit of Yahuwah can communicate with us, lead us, teach us, and transform us from a lowly caterpillar to a beautiful flying butterfly.
     Because most of the Western church, in general, has relegated the life of His disciples, filled by His Spirit, to “back then,” the modern Western church is powerless against the onslaught of the enemy now bombarding the true believers. Today the lives of His people are little different than the lives of those in the world around them.  Today, the church teaches that each person can have their own beliefs from their own mind’s reasoning, beliefs that give them comfort with no responsibility, denying the power of the Spirit. Thus, there are over 43,000 denominations and organizations all claiming to be “Christian.” True Christians and Messianic folk today mourn the death of the vibrant, Spirit-filled church of the late 1800s, early 1900s.  
     In II Timothy 3:1-7, Sha’ul lists the conditions of our insane world today – “the last days.” In II Timothy 3:5, he wrote: “….having a form of reverence but denying its power. And turn away from these.”
     Most who claim to be “believers” in the modern church today are moralist and do good things--for the most part. Yet they deny His power. Therefore, as a recent survey shows, very few Christians think they have any responsibility to speak the Good News to others.  They are devoid of even feeling any responsibility to the “Great Commission.”  Less than 40% of American Christians read the Word, and a large number don’t believe it is even the inspired Word of God. Many deny the miracles, the virgin birth, and the Genesis 1-2 creation, the fall of man, and sin.  
     How awful to only have a belief in a Westernized Christ, and then hear the words of the real Jewish Yahushua Messiah in Matthew 7:21-23, or to foolish virgins in Matthew 25:12: “Truly I say to you, I do not know you.”
      When the great pressure comes, and people are forced to take sides, most so-called “believers” with no anchor in their spirit, will choose to go the way of the world, either out of fear of the consequences of not doing so, or to be accepted and prosper. Like Jews under the siege of Antiochus Epiphanies who converted to Greek culture and their gods to save their lives as opposed to those like Mattathias and his sons who became the Maccabeus, the fearful Jews forsook their faith to save their lives. 
      The great falling away is happening before our eyes. Those who have let the fire of the Spirit go out in their spirit face the wrath of Elohim. They may not go so far as to deny Messiah, but by their apathetic attitude towards obeying Him as His servant, they make their proclamation by their lazy lifestyle. The warnings in Revelation 2-3 must be heeded.
     The words of Matthew 25:14-30 and Luke 12:34-48a tell the results of such laziness. But, for those who understand the transforming power of the Spirit within the re-born spirit, within the cocoon, they take on the nature of Yahuwah and the eternal abilities that He grants His faithful ones.
     As we approach Hanukkah, the Feast of Dedication, a memorial of the re-dedication of the Temple after its defilement by Antiochus, we must look at it as a rededication of our own spirit-temple, reinforcing our decision to side only with Yahuwah and Yahushua no matter what the cost. [*Refer to: “Hanukkah”/Mikvah of the Covenant]
     John 10:22: “At that time, the Hanukkah came to be in Jerusalem, and it was winter.” 
      It was here that He declared His Deity. John 10:24-28, 30-32, 37-39: “So the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, `How long do You keep us in suspense? If You are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ And Yahushua answered them, `I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father’s Name, they bear witness concerning Me. You do not believe because you are not My sheep, as I said to you. My sheep hear My voice and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life…I and My Father are One.’ Again, the Jews picked up stones to stone Him. Yahushua answered them, `Many good works I have shown you from My Father. Because of which of these works do you stone Me?’ The Jews answered Him saying `We do not stone you for a good work but for blasphemy, and because You, being a man, make Yourself Elohim.’ …If I do not do the works of My Father do not believe Me, but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you know and believe that the Father is in Me and I in Him.’ Therefore, they were seeking again to seize Him, but He went forth out of their hand…” 
      In John 10:30, He says “I and My Father are One.” The Greek word here is equivalent to the Hebrew “echad,” as in Deuteronomy 6:4. The unity of John 17 and 6:44-45. In John 17, He says that He and His Father are One, and He wants us to be one with each other and with Them.
     The Hebrew word is also used in Genesis 2:20-24: “…For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”  Genesis 5:2: “Male and female He created them, and He blessed them, and called their name `Adam’ in the day they were created.” 
       The Hebrew word for “one” is “echad.” Clearly Adam and Eve were two people, but He called “their name Adam.” They were one in His eyes. So it is in John 17, He wants us to be one as a body of believers, just like They are One. If we were all the same being, and He wants us to be like Them, then He was talking Eastern mysticism, that we all one day will be one big Glob– of spirit-goo, with no personal identity, just one huge brain united. But, that is not what Yahushua was saying. 
     Messiah was praying to His Abba, that if we are one as They are One, that means that we remain individuals, yet are in total unity with Them in all ways, so that we are united 100% just as He is united 100% with His Father in all ways. Please read these Scriptures: John 5:19, 30; 7:16; 8:28, 40; 12:49-50 and 14:24. 
     Yahuwah is Spirit. He has no human form. Yahushua has a body, a human form, forever, transformed so that it cannot die. 
     In our cocoon we unite totally with our Father, even as Messiah was. Then we await the time of our flight into the eternal realm. 
     Let us use this time of dedication of the temple to dedicate ourselves to being filled by His Spirit to the full, so that as Sha’ul said, we can say: “I have been nailed to the stake with Messiah, and I no longer live, but Messiah lives in me. And that which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of Elohim who loved me and gave Himself for me.”
      As you celebrate Hanukkah, you surely don’t have to get into Jewish tradition. Light 7 candles, and pray that you and your family stand strong in the days to come, when another Antiochus will appear to rule the world! 
      Chag Sameach! HAPPY HANUKKAH ! (Hanukkah begins the eve of December 14, 2017 by the Creator’s calendar for Kislev) 
This message will be podcasted and posted under Audio Messages on comeenterthemikvah.com
Shalom! Love, Yedidah – December 11, 2017
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THE CATERPILLAR HAS TO
SUFFER SILENTLY IN A COCOON
IN ORDER TO BECOME A
BUTTERFLY

CHANGE IS PAINFUL IN THE
BEGINNING BUT WORTH IT IN
THEEND
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