“First Fruits”
Noah’s Ark, the Red Sea Crossing, Messiah’s Resurrection, 

the Two First Fruits Resurrections, and “THE First” Resurrection”
      Leviticus 23:9-14: “And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying, “Speak to the children of Yisra’ĕl, and you shall say to them, ‘When you come into the land which I give you, and shall reap its harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf of the first-fruits of your harvest to the priest.

‘And he shall wave the sheaf before יהוה, for your acceptance. On the morrow after the Sabbath the priest waves it. ‘And on that day when you wave the sheaf, you shall prepare a male lamb a year old, a perfect one, as a burnt offering to יהוה, and its grain offering: two-tenths of an ĕphah of fine flour mixed with oil, an offering made by fire to יהוה, a sweet fragrance, and its drink offering: one-fourth of a hin of wine. ‘And you do not eat bread or roasted grain or fresh grain until the same day that you have brought an offering to your Elohim – a law forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.”
     Matthew 15:12-14: “Then His taught ones came and said to Him, `Do You know that the Pharisees stumbled when they heard this word?’ But He answering, said, `Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted shall be uprooted. Leave them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both shall fall into a ditch.’ ”
     Dear ones, know that today’s rabbis must prove lineage back to the Pharisees to be an Orthodox rabbi. In 133 CE Rabbi Akiva created Rabbinic Judaism by exalting Pharisee rabbis above Yahuwah--literally. From the 4th century Rabbis pre-set dates for Festivals. They do not follow the instructions in Leviticus 23 for First Fruits. Akivah was in league with Rome for the deaths of true believers in Yahushua who also guarded the Torah of Yahuwah. [Refer to: “Exposing the Roots of Rabbinic Judaism and Its Link to Rome]  Messiah said to the Pharisees that they were liars like their father, the devil. (John 8:43-45) Use discernment – learn from the Spirit of Yahuwah! Do not be fooled by intellectualism or religious appearances.
      Jeremiah 17:5: “Cursed is the man who leans on man and makes flesh his arm.” 

The “lazy fools,” translated as such from Hebrew in Matthew 25:1-2, were told by Yahushua at His coming “Truly I say to you, `I do not know you.’ ” 
      Cursed and rejected will be those who are too lazy to study the Word with its Author to instruct them.  Indeed they will fall into a ditch. We are disciples of whoever teaches us. The word “disciple” means a “taught one.” The only valid Teacher of pure Truth is the Spirit of Yahuwah! He ties together the whole Word as He instructs on each subject. 
     Matthew 15:1-9: “Then there came to יהושע scribes and Pharisees from Yerushalayim, saying, `Why do Your taught ones transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.’ But He answering, said to them, `Why do you also transgress the command of Elohim because of your tradition? For Elohim has commanded, saying, “Respect your father and your mother,” and, “He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.” `But you say, “Whoever says to his father or mother, “Whatever profit you might have received from me has been dedicated,” `is certainly released from respecting his father or mother.  So you have nullified the command of Elohim by your tradition. Hypocrites! Yeshayahu rightly prophesied about you, saying, “This people draw near to Me with their mouth, and respect Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as teachings the commands of men.’ ”
     The Festival of First Fruits and of Shavu’ot (the giving of the Torah in Exodus 19-20 and the giving of the Spirit in Acts 2) are always on a “Sunday.”  Sunday is always the first day of the week--following the 7th day Shabbat!  In the wilderness, they collected manna for 6 days each week--then on the 7th day each week they did not collect it. 
     Exodus 12-14: Passover could have been on the previous Sunday night or Monday night before First Fruits on the next Sunday, as they left Egypt. Thus from Passover to First Fruits that year could have been 6 days.   

     I’ve crossed the Sinai from Taba, Egypt, which is not far to the north of the Red Sea crossing point at Nuweba, Egypt. Even stopping for a bathroom break of about 45 minutes, the crossing both ways only took 5 hours between the Red Sea and the Giza Plateau beyond Cairo.  The pillar that Solomon put on that beach at Nuweba is still there commemorating the Red Sea crossing.  Solomon also had a pillar put on the Arabian side, but Saudi Arabia took it down. At Nuweba, which sits at the end of the narrow canyon they went through, the sea depth is only 100 feet, whereas on either side of that sand-bridge it is 5,000 feet deep. Excavations have found the chariot wheels encrusted n coral, but also one gold-rimmed wheel that was used on the chariot of Pharaoh. The spokes tell the time of its making - the time of the Red Sea crossing by Israel. 

     Years ago, Astronaut Jim Irwin looked out of the U.S. satellite orbiting earth and saw the area between Cairo and the Red Sea. He saw the path and the canyon. After he returned to earth, this Christian man asked that the Navy Seals dive to find out if there was any evidence of the crossing in that place – and wow – is there ever evidence, not only on the Egyptian side but on the Saudi Arabian side.  The gold rimmed chariot wheel is closer to the Saudi side. [I recommend the DVD Exodus Revealed showing findings of a Swedish team of what’s under the Sea off Nuweba, and a look at the real Mt. Sinai. 

     Mount Sinai is in Arabia (Galatians 4:25), not in Egyptian “Sinai Peninsula” as touted by the Catholic Church.  75 miles north of Sinai is the port of Aqaba, ancient Ezion Geber (Deuteronomy 2:8) and north of that is Edom/Petra.  
     So, taking 6 days to cross from Goshen to the Red Sea would not be impossible, especially since they were fleeing in terror from Pharaoh, plus having Yahuwah’s miraculous assistance. It is very possible that they crossed the Red Sea on First Fruits. 
     Yahushua Messiah died on Wednesday. 72 hours later He rose from the dead just before the sunset on First Fruits--“early the first day of the week.” Remember Yahuwah’s days begin at sunset! He was in the grave 72 hours, as the prophecy of Jonah foretold (Matthew 12:40) For Messiah the difference between Passover and First Fruits was only 3 days. But, First Fruits can be up to 6 days after Passover. 
     Noah’s Ark settled on Ararat on the 17th of Aviv: Genesis 8: 1-3: “And Elohim remembered Noaḥ, and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in the ark. And Elohim made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. And the fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens were stopped, and the rain from the heavens was withheld. And the waters receded steadily from the earth, and at the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters diminished. And in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, the ark rested on the mountains of Ararat. And the waters decreased steadily until the tenth month. In the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains became visible. And it came to be, at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made.”

     In Genesis 7:11, we read that Noah and family entered the ark in the second month, 17th day. The flood began and the rains fell for 40 days and 40 nights covering the earth. 
It was not until Exodus 12:2 that Yahuwah proclaimed the month of Aviv as the beginning of months. In that verse He says twice for emphasis, “for you.”  The Aviv Festival calendar is only for His people who obey Him and identify with Him. The creation calendar that begins Tishre 1 was observed up until Exodus 12:2. It was the calendar for all mankind. Yahuwah never trashed the creation calendar! Like many nations including America, there are two calendars in the Hebrew year--each with its own significance. Moses, in writing Genesis, did not use the Aviv calendar in reporting the Flood but used the calendar that Noah would have used. Therefore, the 2nd month would be Heshvan.  The 17th day of the 7th month would be Aviv 17. Thus, the ark rested on Ararat on First Fruits.  
      Messiah arose on First Fruits, after sunset SATURDAY NIGHT!  That Saturday night began First Fruits. The woman waited until sunrise to go to the tomb. During that night interval, Messiah as High Priest went before Yahushua with His blood to sprinkle on the mercy seat. (John 20:15-18 and Psalm 24) Messiah’s resurrection ended eternal death for those who receive Him as the Lamb of Elohim – receive His blood sacrifice in substitution for our sin, receive His resurrection for our eternal life.  (II Corinthians 5:17-21) When He came up out of the grave, having with Him the keys of death and hell that he took from Satan while in the “heart of the earth,” (Revelation 1:17-18) JUDGMENT ENDED!   Noah, as a type of savior who took his family THROUGH the Flood to safety, prefigured Messiah who through His death and resurrection took His family to eternal safety and when He arise JUDGMENT ENDED!  When the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, JUDGEMENT ENDED – Pharaoh was drowned, and Yahuwah’s people were set free to enter into their own Land.  First Fruits is all about judgment ending for His children. Read I Corinthians 15:20, 23 and 51-58! Messiah is our First Fruits!
     Psalm 2, Daniel 7:9-14, and Psalm 24: Messiah’s inheritance and ours! Without the shedding of blood, there is no atonement… Leviticus 17:11, Hebrews 9:22.  Because He died and rose, we die to the kingdom of darkness and rise to new eternal life in Him. He died so that we might be resorted to the pre-sin life in the Garden of Eden. Let us begin now by walking with Him as Adam and Eve once did.  
      Revelation 20:1-5: “The Scriptures (ISR 1998) “And I saw a messenger coming down from the heaven, having the key to the pit of the deep and a great chain in his hand. And he seized the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and he threw him into the pit of the deep, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should lead the nations no more astray until the thousand years were ended. And after that he has to be released for a little while. And I saw thrones – and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them – and the lives of those who had been beheaded because of the witness they bore to יהושע and because of the Word of Elohim, and who did not worship the beast, nor his image, and did not receive his mark upon their foreheads or upon their hands. And they lived and reigned with Messiah for a thousand years (and the rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended) – this is the first resurrection. Blessed and set-apart is the one having part in the first resurrection. The second death possesses no authority over these, but they shall be priests of Elohim and of Messiah, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.”

     There was a resurrection of the set-apart ones when Messiah arose, and there will be a translation not long from now.    

     1) Matthew 27:50-54 with Ephesians 4:8-12: When Yahushua arose, so did the set-apart ones buried on the Mount of Olives. The tombs are on the top of the ground. The tombs of some of the Prophets are still there today. They just pushed those stone lids off and came out in their resurrected bodies. They accompanied Messiah at His ascension as the “cloud of witnesses.” 
     2) Revelation 14:1-4, 15:1-3: Not long before the return of Messiah with the wrath of His Father on the “Day of Yahuwah,” [Refer to: “The Day of Yahuwah” ] there will be a translation of the Bridal remnant that will not see death, but arise to meet her Bridegroom in the air.  She will go out to meet Him …     

     There are only 2 resurrections of the dead:  1) The resurrection of the born-again, set-apart unto Yahuwah through faith in Yahushua, which takes place as He descends and calls for all the set-apart ones to join Him in the great return, and 2) the resurrection of the damned in Revelation 20! (Please read: Zechariah 14:1-5; Jude 1:14-15; I Thessalonians 3:12-13  and Matthew 13:41; 24 31 mark 13 27) 
      Yahuwah’s ways are ancient. Those of Eastern culture understand His principles. It is impossible to adapt the Word of Elohim to Western culture and have it remain pure. As Hudson Taylor once said over 100 years ago, “Either He is Lord of all, or He is not Lord at all.”  

     Grace and mercy are according to His foreknowledge of those He has written in His Book of Life. If you do not passionately love the Word and obey it because you passionately love Yahuwah and Yahushua, having left all else to follow Them, what do you expect at the judgment seat? If you shrink back from sharing your salvation testimony with others – how can you face Him?  Live with passionate loyalty to our Creators so that They can change you into Their nature and ways of thinking and acting. Thus, you can become “echad” with Them, as Messiah prayed in John 17!  He died and arose for the FEW to join Them (Matthew 7:14-15).  
    We can have an awesome future, but that’s up to us! It is now confessed openly by leading Christians: The western church is spiritually dead. And, also, it is true that a majority of messianic congregations are dead in spirit--many do not have the life of Messiah coursing through their veins. Elohim calls us out to radical set-apartness from the world, our own fleshly desires, and from the Devil himself! Messiah said to Yochanan in the Revelation 18:4: “Come out of her My People…” I highly recommend C.J. Koster’s book Come Out of Her My People.

     For encouragement and joy this First Fruits, re-read the article “I Will Rise”/December 22, 2016, under the second mikvah on comeenterthemikvah.com. 

     Rejoice in your salvation; proclaim it to others! It is by the proclaiming of your testimony that you overcome. (Revelation 12:11) 
Shalom, in His love,

Yedidah 
April 14, 2017 (First Fruits 2017 is Sunday April 16)
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