YOM KIPPUR – DAY OF ATONEMENT

HOPEFUL MOURNING OR HUMBLE THANKSGIVING?

Yom Kippur falls on the 10th day of the Hebrew month of Tishre.  After forty-nine years, on the fiftieth year, the 10th of the first month on the creation calendar, the long blast of the shofar is blown announcing the year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25, Ezekiel 40:1).  

To the Jews, today is a day of hopeful mourning—a hoping that God will forgive their sin for another year. They try to do good works throughout the year, in the hopes that they may obtain eternal life.  They have no blood sacrifice, which is required by the Elohim of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in order that their sins might be forgiven and removed.  Just because the Temple no longer stands, doesn’t nullify the requirements of Yahuweh, their Elohim.  They have rejected the Lamb of Elohim, Yahushua, whose blood was shed for the forgiveness and removal of sin, and therefore, think they can appease Him by good deeds, and prayers, and fasting on Yom Kippur.  The one who knows Yahushua, our Great High Priest, and has been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, can enter His presence with humble thanksgiving today.  

In this brief study, I looked into the Word and asked Father what He wanted to show me about this sixth of the seven festivals of Yahuweh (Leviticus 23).  Please look up all the Scriptures and do your own study—with the Spirit of Yahuweh to teach you His Truth personally!

Leviticus 23:26-32: “You do no work…a law forever…it is a Shabbat of rest…you shall afflict your soul...from evening to evening you observe your Shabbat”.  

The word “afflict” in Hebrew means: “to humble, to make low, to abase, and to weaken”.  Make low, abase and weaken what? -- Your “soul”--your mind, emotions, will, reasoning, thoughts, and your will—your self-life—the life that contacts this world through the five senses. The soul is the seat of the sin nature, and rebels against the commandments of Yahuweh.  It is also called “the flesh” in Scripture.  On Yom Kippur, we have the opportunity to weaken it and abase it, and bring it low, so that it might submit to the dictates of the eternal re-born spirit, which is born from above by faith in Messiah’s death and resurrection for our eternal life.  We bring our soul into subjection to the spirit, which is in subjection to Yahuweh’s Spirit.  We bring our soul and spirit into unity by obedience to the Word of Yahuweh, out of 
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love for Him.  This is called in the Scriptures, “the saving of the soul”.  

In Romans 12:2, we see that through His Word we transform the mind to conform to His perfect will.  

By repentance, in humility and contriteness, we lower our self-life in personal openness to His watchful eye—so that He can convict us of sin, and personal mistakes that need adjusting to His righteousness.  This is NOT religious ritual!  

Many think that fasting is what is required for Yom Kippur, because it is a “Jewish thing”.  We don’t follow “Jewish things”—traditions of men—we follow only the Word.  To deny the body of food without sincere humble repentance is a waste of time.  Fasting is too often a religious practice that makes one proud and self-righteous.  What is the “fast that I have chosen” Yahuweh says?  (Isaiah 58)  Check it out.

The Jewish tradition for Yom Kippur is to fast for 24 hours from sunset to sunset.  What good does this do if one does not “tremble at His Word” and go out in obedience to life a renewed life?  
Isaiah 66:1-2: “Yet to this one I look: on him who is poor and bruised of spirit, and who trembles at My Word”.  

This day is to be treated like a Shabbat, but with specific emphasis on getting our life straight and changed before Him.  If you want to fast, go ahead—but realize that it is the subjection of the soul He is after—that it conform to the eternal spirit, which contacts Yahuweh and Yahushua in eternity—that which is re-born from above when we, by faith, trust Yahushua’s death and resurrection for us personally.

On Passover, the first of the seven Festivals of Yahuweh, our Savior was nailed to a stake, and died in order to be able to forgive us our sins, and to remove our sins “as far as the east is from the west”, and declare us righteous before the Father.  After 72 hours, He rose from the dead.  Early that Sunday morning—Mary from Magdal came to the garden to see where they laid her Master.  She saw that He was not there—and learned He had arisen.  But, He was still in the garden.  She saw Him, but thought He was the gardener.  But, when He said her name, she responded “Rabboni”—Teacher.  She went to throw herself at His feet, but he wouldn’t let her touch Him.  He had not yet ascended to the Father.  (John 20:11-17) What was He going to do?  The next you hear is that He appears to His disciples later that evening. 

Where did He spend His first day out of the grave?  He ascended with His blood to be sprinkled on the mercy seat in heaven, and to assume His role as our Great High Priest.  He went before the “Ancient of 
Page 2

Days”—Daniel 7, and obtained His inheritance.  He took His own blood within the veil in heaven, and sprinkled it on the eternal mercy seat—to fulfill Yom Kippur.  

On Yom Kippur (Leviticus 23:26-33; Leviticus 16) the High Priest would take blood, and offer it for himself and his family, then take it in a basin on this one day a year, behind the veil—the curtain—into where the Ark of the Covenant sat, and sprinkle the blood on the mercy seat of the Ark.  But, our Messiah/Savior/Redeemer took His own blood and sprinkled it before the Father in heaven as the High Priest, for the forgiveness of all the house of Jacob—all Israel.  (Jacob’s name was changed to Israel—thus the “children of Israel are the children of Jacob). Passover and Yom Kippur are eternally linked.  But, on the Yom Kippur of the future, after He comes, He will declare openly the final result of what He did on the day of His resurrection.  

Leviticus 16: The blood of the goat is sprinkled on the mercy seat, and then a live goat has the nation’s sins laid on its head symbolically, and it is released into the wilderness where it removes the sin from the people symbolically, and never comes back, but dies there in the wilderness.

He has also removed our sins from us “as far as the east is from the west”—Psalm 103:11.  In Micah 7:18-20, He says that He throws our sins into the deep sea, never to be brought out again.  In Isaiah 43:25; 44:22 and 45:17, 20-22, He tells us that He is our Savior/Redeemer, and that He blots out our sins and removes them from us. 
Messiah was both the Passover Lamb for each individual, and the Yom Kippur Lamb for the nation. ***John 11:49-53: “And one of them, Caiphas, the High Priest that year, said to them, `you know nothing, neither do you consider that it is better for us that one man die for the people than that the nation should perish. But, he did not say this from himself, but being the High Priest that year he prophesied that Yahushua was about to die for the nation, and not for the nation only, but to gather together into one the people of Elohim who were scattered abroad”. 

Caiphas prophesied that Messiah would die for the nation of Israel in existence then, as the Passover Lamb and Yom Kippur atonement. At that time only Judah, Levi and a few of the other tribes were there. So he also prophesied of the re-gathering of the whole House of Israel-the House of Ephraim/Joseph, the lost ten tribes who had been scatted into all nations AMONG THE GENTILES, and were lost to themselves … it was a prophecy of the fulfillment of Ezekiel 37:15-28! 
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But, we read from Matthew 24:15 that Messiah was sent ONLY to the lost sheep of the House of Israel. He came to redeem and restore the ten northern tribes to the Covenant of Yahuweh, and thus to bring together all the tribes of Jacob (Ya’cob) into one, as they were before the death of Solomon.  
We read in Hebrews 7:21-8:2, 9:11-15 and 22-28 that on Yom Kippur the High Priest offered first for himself and his family, else he would die going before the presence of Yahuweh on the Ark.  Then he went in with blood for the sins of the people.  (Hebrews 7:27)  It is said that there were bells on the High Priest’s robe, so that if the bells were silent they knew he had died before the Ark. It is also said that a rope was attached to his ankle to pull him out if he died.  Whether this is true or not, somehow they had to get him out if he died there—because going before the presence of Yahuweh’s Spirit was no light thing.

In Hebrews 8:1-2 we see that our High Priest serves as our mediator in the Temple in heaven. The plans for the tabernacle given to Moses were an exact duplicate of the Temple in heaven.  I Timothy 2:5-6 tells us that we have no other mediator between Yahuweh and us—except the Person of Yahushua the Son.  

In Hebrews 9:11-12, Messiah took His own blood behind the veil in heaven.  In Psalm 99:1, we see that Yahuweh is enthroned between the cherubim on the mercy seat…so, actually, Yahushua took His blood and sprinkled it before the Presence of Yahuweh.  Think about that!

Hebrews 9:24: “Messiah has not entered into a Set-Apart Place made by hands …but into the heaven itself, now, to appear in the Presence of Elohim on our behalf”.  Verse 26: “…but now He has appeared once for all at the end of the age to put away sin by the offering of Himself”.

I John 2:2: “He, Himself, is the propitiation for our sins” (KJV) “He, Himself, is our atoning offering” (The Scriptures).  The word “propitiation” means “mercy seat”—place of atonement.  He is our Atoning sacrifice!  By His blood on the mercy seat, He has not only forgiven us, but removed our sins—not just covered them, as the blood of animals did, but removed them.  

Yom Kippur is a day to come before our High Priest with humble thanksgiving.  It is a day to open ourselves up unreservedly to Him, so that He might convict of things in our lives that need changing.  It is a day to repent of known sin.  Passover was the removal of willful sin—those things we did to rebel against Him with full knowledge…those acts of transgression against His Torah—“sin”…and to restore us to the favor of Yahuweh, so that we could be justified in His sight, so that we 
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could be restored to His Covenant Torah, and thus walk as good citizens in the Kingdom of heaven.  Passover removed from us the stain of sin received from our inheritance as children of Adam and Eve.  His death as our Passover Lamb (I Corinthians 5:7-8) was the sacrifice of Himself to remove sin from us, so that we could walk “in newness of life” and be “new creations” before Him—children of light. (II Corinthians 5:17-21)  He died to “destroy the works of the Devil” (I John 3:8) so that we could be freed from the power of sin, freed from slavery to the kingdom of darkness, free from our own desire for sin, free to practice righteousness (Romans chapter 6).  Freed from slavery to our own lusts, and free to serve Him with all our heart, mind and strength.  Free to know Yahuweh and Yahushua—free to live as children of the Most High!

Free to have eternal life, freed from eternal death.  By His resurrection, we can have eternal life.  He is the “first fruits” from the dead…I Corinthians 15. He rose again on the Festival of First Fruits—the third Festival.    

Hebrews 4:13-16: We are open, naked, exposed before Him.  He is not impressed with our religious doings—our cloaks of spirituality—He wants our genuine sorrow for sin, and our turning from sin.  He is a gracious High Priest, ready to forgive, ready to help us—yet we must be open with Him—not coming with any hidden agendas.  

He came so that He could write the Torah on our heart.  (Hebrews 10:4-5, 12-17; Jeremiah 31:31-33; Ezekiel 11:19-20; 36:22)

Hebrews 9:7: “…But in the second part the High Priest went alone once a year, yet not without blood, which he offered for himself AND FOR THE SINS OF IGNORANCE OF THE PEOPLE”.  

The word “ignorance” in this passage in Hebrews, in the Greek language, means: “a thing ignored, shortcoming, error” #51 in James Strong’s Concordance, from #50, “not to know through lack of information or intelligence…to be ignorant, not knowing, not understanding, something unknown”.  

The whole of Yom Kippur is about absolving the whole nation of Israel—all the tribes as a whole—of their sins of mistakes…of ignorance.  Passover is for personal redemption.  It originated from Exodus 12.  Each family had to have a lamb—so that the blood of the lamb would cause the death angel to “pass over”.   In the days of the tabernacle and of the Temple, daily, the people could bring sin offerings, burnt offerings, guilt offerings, and wave offerings.  The laws of animal sacrifice were clearly stated in Leviticus.  But, Yom Kippur is 
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not about personal redemption.  It is about national redemption—sins that have attached themselves to us all as humans from the Garden of Eden.  It is about Yahuweh absolving the nation of Israel, all the tribes of Jacob, of sin—sins of ignorance and mistakes made during the year that have cut the people off from His best for them.  

We are totally unaware of many of these sins.  Parents who now guard His Torah often tell me how they regret not teaching their children the Torah.  People regret sins of bad decisions to marry outside His will.  In our ignorance as Christians, we did many things against His eternal Covenant Torah.  We entered into many pagan and occult things, thinking they were innocent.  We were taught to believe many lies and falsehoods, not even found in the Bible.

Therefore, these are sins of ignorance and stupidity, because we just didn’t know the truth—we didn’t know we didn’t know the truth.  Now that we know the truth, we just don’t come out of those things 100%—We must repent. Repentance means to turn totally around and go the other way—stop what we’re doing, and embrace the right road.  Repentance does not mean saying “I’m sorry” for the 100th time—it means stopping sin, once and for all.  He will give us the grace, if we make the determined stand to do His will.  

In Leviticus 4 and Number 15:22-28, there must be blood sacrifice for “sins of mistakes”—sin by ignorance.  In worshipping the pagan gods of Greece and Rome via Christianity we’ve broken the first commandment.  By going along with the Greco/Roman pagan celebrations of the church, we defiled ourselves as per Deuteronomy 13.  By not guarding Shabbat, we broke the fourth commandment.  By using His wrong Name, bringing it to nothingness—we broke the third commandment.  But, we didn’t know.   By participating in Halloween, in Christmas and Easter, we defiled ourselves with pagan practices that He calls “abominations”.  By eating pork, shellfish, and other disgusting things that He created as garbage collectors, we defiled our bodies.  We were not “set-apart as He is set-apart”.  Our pastors told us that we didn’t have to obey the Torah (teachings and instructions) of the Kingdom of heaven, and we believed them. 

In Hosea chapters 2 and 3, the House of Israel, the ten northern tribes, scattered in among gentile into the nations by Yahwueh (1000 BCE-722BCE), mostly ended up in what we call the “Christian nations” today.  We lost our identity as children of Jacob.  We didn’t know we were the “House of Israel” (Jacob), the “House of Ephraim” or “House of Joseph” as we were called.  Thus we did a lot of sinning by ignorance.
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The future: In Ezekiel 37:22, we see that He restores the whole house of Jacob—all twelve tribes—back together as one.  When does He do that? 

In Romans 11:26-27, we see that He declares, proclaims: “All Israel is saved”. [Refer to the study: “Romans 11”, from 2011]
When does He do that?  In Joel 3:1-2 and Matthew 25:31-46, we see that He judges the nations as to how they have treated His brethren.  When does He do that?  

Yom Kippur, ten days after He returns, He sits on His throne as both Priest and King (Zechariah 6:12-15) in the Temple that He has ordered to be built for Him—also called “Ezekiel’s Temple”—Ezekiel 40-46).  

He does two initial things as He begins His reign over the earth for 1,000 years: 1) He proclaims that all Israel is saved—by His blood—all those who have claimed His death and resurrection for their eternal life are saved…absolved of sin and guilt and shame—Romans 11:26-27.  2) He sits and judges the nations, right there in front of the Eastern Gate, in the Valley of Jehoshephat—the north Kidron Valley – refer to what King Josiah did in II Kings 23 in the same place to cleanse the Temple and the Land.  (Joel 3:1-2; Matthew 25:31-46)

When He declares all Israel saved, He will also declare Ezekiel 37:15-28—that all the tribes are united as one in His hand, and that they are once again, for the first time since the days of Solomon, one nation under Elohim!  This is the declaration of the final redemption of the whole house of Jacob and the restoration of the whole house back together under Him—as the Son of David—the King of Israel.  

What a glorious day—the reason why He died, He tells us in Matthew 15:24, is for the “lost sheep of the house of Israel”—to restore them back to the Covenant of Yahuweh.  Now, as His first act, after coming out of the chupa with His Bride, He declares the whole house restored!  HalleluYah!  

His first proclamation as King and High Priest on that Yom Kippur, is to declare that His blood was sprinkled on the mercy seat in the heavens, and that all of His people are saved, delivered, freed, filled with the Spirit, walking in Torah, and now blessed and happy together as one nation in the Kingdom before Him. This should bring us great joy on this day!

All of our sins of mistakes, all of our regrets, all of our humanness that turned sour—all forgiven and forgotten--because He is also the sacrifice for the sins of mistake.  But, we must repent—we don’t just go on with life as usual—we must let Him know that we will change the 
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mistakes, and correct them to walk with Him in a new life.  For example: If you didn’t teach your children the Torah, then start now to live the Torah before them.  

So, set aside this day to humbly thank Him for His role in our redemption—to remove our sins, and to set us free as individuals and a whole—as His people, His children, united in Him as our Father and our Redeemer.

Let us lay down our personal agendas and self-life and pick up His execution stake and follow Him in newness of life.  (Luke 14:25-33)  Let us stop the silliness that keeps us going in circles.  Let us go forward with victory.

Let us use this time to prepare for the coming of the Great Yom Kippur seven years from today on His calendar.

Blessings, with love,

Yedidah 

October 2008; edited December 18, 2011
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