TRANSCRIPT OF PODCAST CCCIX
THE BOOK OF GENESIS CHAPTERS 15 AND 16

Genesis 15: “After these events the word of יהוה came to Aḇram in a vision, saying, `Do not be afraid, Aḇram. I am your shield, and exceedingly great reward.’ 2And Aḇram said, `Master יהוה, what would You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eli‛ezer of Damascus?’ 3And Aḇram said, `See, You have given me no seed, and see, one born in my house is my heir!’ 4And see, the word of יהוה came to him, saying, `This one is not your heir, but he who comes from your own body is your heir.’ 5And He brought him outside and said, `Look now toward the heavens, and count the stars if you are able to count them.’ And He said to him, `So are your seed.’ 6And he believed in יהוה, and He reckoned it to him for righteousness. 7And He said to him, `I am יהוה, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.’ 8And he said, `Master יהוה, whereby do I know that I possess it?’ 9And He said to him, `Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, and a three-year-old female goat, and a three-year-old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.’ 10And he took all these to Him and cut them in the middle, and placed each half opposite the other, but he did not cut the birds. 11And the birds of prey came down on the carcasses, and Aḇram drove them away. 12And it came to be, when the sun was going down, and a deep sleep fell upon Aḇram, that see, a frightening great darkness fell upon him. 13And He said to Aḇram, `Know for certain that your seed are to be sojourners in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them, and they shall afflict them four hundred years. 14 But the nation whom they serve I am going to judge, and afterward let them come out with great possessions.15 Now as for you, you are to go to your fathers in peace, you are to be buried at a good old age. 16Then, in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the crookedness of the Amorites is not yet complete.’ 17And it came to be, when the sun went down and it was dark, that see, a smoking oven and a burning torch passing between those pieces.’ 18 On the same day יהוה made a covenant with Aḇram, saying, `I have given this land to your seed, from the river of Mitsrayim to the great river, the River Euphrates, 19with the Qĕynite, and the Qenizzite, and the Qaḏmonite, 20and the Ḥittite, and the Perizzite, and the Repha’im, 21and the Amorite, and the Kena‛anite, and the Girgashite, and the Yeḇusite.’”

Genesis 16: “And Sarai, Aḇram’s wife, had borne him no child. And she had a Mitsrite female servant whose name was Hag̅ar. 2And Sarai said to Aḇram, `See, יהוה has kept me from bearing children. Please, go in to my female servant. It might be that I am built up by her.’ And Aḇram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3And Sarai, Aḇram’s wife, took Hag̅ar her female servant, the Mitsrite, and gave her to her husband Aḇram to be his wife, after Aḇram had dwelt ten years in the land of Kena‛an. 4And he went in to Hag̅ar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. 5And Sarai said to Aḇram, `My wrong be upon you! I gave my female servant into your bosom. And when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes. Let יהוה judge between you and me.’ 6And Aḇram said to Sarai, `See, your female servant is in your hand, do to her what is good in your eyes.’ And Sarai treated her harshly, and she fled from her presence. 7And the Messenger [the “Malak” of Yahuwah is Yahushua] of יהוה found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur, 8and He said, `Hag̅ar, Sarai’s female servant, where have you come from, and where are you going?’ And she said, `I am fleeing from the presence of Sarai, my mistress.’ 
9And the Messenger of יהוה said to her, `Return to your mistress, and humble yourself under her hand.’ 10And the Messenger of יהוה said to her, `I am going to increase your seed greatly, too numerous to be counted.’ 11And the Messenger of יהוה said to her, `See, you are conceiving and bearing a son, and shall call his name Yishma‛ĕl, because יהוה has heard your affliction. 12 And he is to be a wild man, his hand against every one and every one’s hand against him, and dwell over against all his brothers.’ 13And she called the Name of יהוה who spoke to her. `You are the Ěl who sees,’ for she said, `Even here have I seen after Him who sees me?’ 14That is why the well was called Be’ĕr Laḥai Ro’i, see, it is between Qaḏĕsh and Bereḏ. 15And Hag̅ar bore Aḇram a son, and Aḇram called the name of his son, whom Hag̅ar bore, Yishma‛ĕl. 16And Aḇram was eighty-six years old when Hag̅ar bore Yishma‛ĕl to Aḇram.” 

Notes from The Passion Translation of Genesis

Genesis 15:1: “The phrase `the word of Yahweh came’ is found 245 times in the Tenach. In this instance, the word of Yahweh came in a vision. It is possible that Yahweh appeared again before Abraham.” He refers to Acts 7:2

Genesis 15:1: “Yahuwah is assuring Abram that he would now be a Shield to protect Abram from any retaliation by the kings he had conquered.” See Deuteronomy 33:29, Psalm 84:11; Psalm 91:1, Proverbs 30:5.
Each of us can claim this - to have God Himself as our Faithful Shield.

Genesis 15:1: “Because of what Abram had done by rescuing Lot and refusing to take financial reward for noble acts, Yahweh himself would become Abram’s reward. The new intimate relationship with God exceeded any financial loss Abram experienced. A new intimacy with God always emerges when we choose Him over the world’s pleasures.”

Genesis 15:5: “God wants to take us outside of our `tents’ of limitations and opinion of how God can do a miracle. See Hebrews 11:12 The seed of Abraham is both earthly (as many as the grains of sand) and the heavenly (as many as the stars). Daniel 12:3, Matthew 13:43; I Cor. 15:41. Rev 1:20 2:20. The heavenly stars point to the heaven-born assembly of Jesus/Yahushua, the grains of sand point to the earthly seed of Abraham, the Jews [12 tribes of Ya’cob] who inherit Abraham’s promises. Genesis 15:6: God accepted Abram and made him righteous by his faith.” See Romans 4:3, 6, 11, 18-22, Galatians 3:6, Hebrews 10:38, James 2:23. 
     
Genesis 15:8: “Abram was asking God for a sign to assure him that he had legal standing to stake a claim in the land and possess it.”
 Genesis 15:11: “`Birds of prey.’ Some expositors see vulchers as symbolic of evil powers setting to interfere with the covenant ritual. When we step into covenant with God, it is important to stand on the promises, and drive away our own fears an doubts that rise up in our own soul.” Matt 13:4, 19; Eph 6:12]

Genesis 15:12: “…or a `trance-like state.’ – same word used in Genesis 2:21”

Genesis 15:12: “For those of us with prophetic promises yet to be fulfilled, we must contend with the doubts and wait on God with faith and patience. Even in our dreadful darkness, our Father God will not disappoint us…”

Genesis 15:13: “This was a prophecy that the Israelites would be enslaved in Egypt.” See Exodus 12:40-41

Exodus 15:14: “At the time of their exodus, God would give the Israelites the back wages for four hundred years, which they deserved. As they departed the Egyptians gave great riches to the Israelites.”

Genesis 15:25: “Abraham lived one hundred and seventy-five years” (Gen 25:7)
Genesis 15:16: “One reason why the Israelites were kept in Egypt for four hundred years was the justice of God. He had to wait until the sin of the Amorites was fully deserving of God’s judgment so that he could righteously destroy them from the land.”
[Yahuwah had to cleanse the Promised Land of Amorites before He let His people enter the land. What if His people intermarried with these hybrids?]

Genesis 15:17: or, “with a flash of fire there appeared” LXX

Genesis 15:17: [Yedidah: Passion translator’s notes confirm what I have known for over 50 years – that the “two” who walked the 8 pattern was the Spirit of Yahuwah and Yahushua in His pre-incarnate state. II Corinthians 13:1, NKJ: “By the mouth of two or three witnesses every word shall be established.”]
  
Passion Translation Note: “God’s manifested presence appeared as a smoking firepot, and a blazing torch. The smoldering firepot points to the Father. (Exodus 19:18; Isaiah 31:9) The blazing torch speaks of the Son, our Lord Jesus (see Sam 22:9; Isaiah 62:1; Nehemiah 2:3-4; Zechariah 12:6. 
      It was the custom in the ancient near east to light a torch (lamp) when making a covenant, symbolizing the fire of destruction that would come if the covenant were to be broken. See Matthew 25:41-43. God’s promise to Abram, spoken that mysterious night, became the `title deed’ to the land. Yahweh gave Abram the boundaries of the expanse of the land of promise. Rivers and lands would be part of the inheritance – land occupied by the enemy. Powerful princes would be dethroned as the Israelites would walk through the promised land and conquer their foes” (Isaiah 43:1-7)

Genesis 15:18: “cut a covenant” 
     [Yedidah: I learned a long time ago during a study on how covenants were cut in the ancient middle east. Covenant refers to sacrifice, and each one in the covenant passes around the pieces of the burned offering and eats. All participate in “eating” the flesh of the Covenant lamb, goat, or bull. 
     John 6: Yahushua ran off a lot of His followers when He said they had to eat of His body and drink His blood. Drinking of blood is forbidden in the Torah, as in Leviticus 19. The eating of human flesh – well, that’s cannibalism. 
     Of course, Messiah was speaking spiritually – but in it, He was referring to covenant – the Covenant based on His sacrifice as the Lamb of Yahuwah, who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). We partake, pass around the pieces, drink spiritual of His shed blood, so that His life flows through us and we are empowered in covenant with Him and thus with His Father.]

Genesis Chapter 16 Notes from The Passion Translation Translator

Genesis 16:5: “In the honor/shame culture of the ancient Near East, barrenness was a disgrace. The shame that Hagar heaped on Sarai was culturally and emotionally more than she could bear.” 

Genesis 16:7: “This is likely a preincarnate appearance of Christ, called a Christiophany, for the angel is called `Yahweh.’ In Genesis 15:13, the `angel of Yahweh’ refers to an appearance of Yahushua in (preincarnate) human form. This is first mention of an angel in Scripture.” 

Genesis 16:17: “Shur means `all’ and is identified with a wilderness near the Egyptian-Israeli border.”

Genesis 16:10: “Only God could multiply Hagar’s descendants. We see the kindness of God revealed by his promise to Hagar. God is the guardian of the weak and the suffering. See Romans 2:4; Hebrews 4:15, Genesis 16:11. “Ishmael means `God hears,’ or `May God hear.’”

Genesis 16:12: “He will be a wild donkey of a man.” This was not necessarily a crude insult, but is a figure of speech indicating that Ishmael would live a solitary existence. Like a wild donkey left in the desert. He would be wild and untamed. This is the beastly nature of fallen man, the wild Adam, the flesh.”

Genesis 16:13 “You are the God who sees me” or “You are the God whom I see.” This encounter at the well reminds us of a later time when Jesus would journey to a well and meet a woman who had a history of running from God. At this well of Jacob, the Living One again saw into the heart of a woman and spoke mercy to her. At Jesus’ encounter with the woman at Jacob’s well, God saw into her heart and she saw into God’s” John 4:1-30.

[In Season I, the Episode “I Am He,” of “The Chosen” series, this scene is amazingly portrayed, showing the total transformation that began with this destitute Samaritan woman in John 4 because Yahushua spoke to her as One who loves and cares. You can also impact lives with “divine appointments” like this in your everyday life.]

Looking at the text to find the jewels for us today…
 
     Romans 4:3: “Abraham believed Elohim and it was reckoned to him for righteousness.” 
     Romans 4:16b-25: “… Aḇraham, who is father of us all – 17as it has been written, `I have made you a father of many nations” – in the presence of Him whom he believed, even Elohim, who gives life to the dead and calls that which does not exist as existing, 18who against all expectation did believe, in expectation, so that he should become father of many nations, according to what was said, “So shall your seed be.’” 19And not having grown weak in belief, he did not consider his own body, already dead, being about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb, 20he did not hesitate about the promise of Elohim through unbelief, but was strengthened in belief, giving esteem to Elohim, 21and being completely persuaded that what He had promised He was also able to do. 22Therefore also `it was reckoned to him for righteousness.’ 23And not because of him alone was it written that it was reckoned to him, 24but also because of us, to whom it shall be reckoned, to us who believe in Him who raised up יהושע our Master from the dead,
25who was delivered up because of our trespasses, and was raised for us to be declared right.” 

     Abram was a gentile from Iraq. It was this gentile who was our father in faith, showing that Messiah, from his lineage, died to save human beings of all nations. 
It was not until Jacob had twelve sons that the twelve tribes of Israel (name given to Jacob by Messiah) were a reality. 
     To Abram was given the sign of circumcision. In Exodus 12:48-49, we see that Yahuwah included Egyptians in the exodus from Egypt IF they would observe the sign of circumcision. Remember that Moses was lax in his observance of the sign with his own son. His Midianite wife knew the sign, for it was part of the culture of the ancient Middle East, and she circumcised the son to keep Yahuwah from killing Moses. She was very angry about having to do that.
     Those Egyptians in Exodus 12 who wanted to leave Egypt with the Hebrews had to have their men circumcised. Then, and only then, could they perform the Passover with the children of Jacob and go out with the Hebrews.
     Circumcision is symbolic of the true new birth that would be offered mankind as a whole from the day of Yahushua’s resurrection. If a person wants to be truly born again (male of female), leave the kingdom of darkness to enter the Kingdom of light and enter heaven, they must be spiritually circumcised – repent of their sin, allow the Spirit of Yahuwah to cut away their sin, so that they are free from the kingdom of slavery and darkness and the worship of Nephilim gods, to serve the true God of heaven and Earth and His Messiah.
     Passover is a picture of the death of Messiah, Unleavened Bread is a picture of His burial, First Fruits is a picture of His resurrection. The 7 Festivals of Leviticus 23 are symbolic of Elohim’s plan of salvation before the foundation of the world.

     Our salvation is based on faith in what Yahushua did on the stake/cross for us, and in His resurrection. It is solely based on faith – just as Abraham was our father in faith – He believed what He could not see – seeking a “fatherland.” 
     Hebrews 11:8-19: “By belief, Aḇraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he was about to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By belief, he sojourned in the land of promise as a stranger, dwelling in tents with Yitsḥaq and Ya‛aqoḇ, the heirs with him of the same promise, 10for he was looking for the city having foundations, whose builder and maker is Elohim. 11By belief also, Sarah herself was enabled to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the normal age, because she deemed Him trustworthy who had promised. 12And so from one, and him as good as dead, were born as numerous as the stars of the heaven, as countless as the sand which is by the seashore. 13In belief all these died, not having received the promises,a but seeing them from a distance, welcomed and embraced them, and confessed that they were aliens and strangers on the earth. 14For those who speak this way make it clear that they seek a fatherland. 15And yet, if they had indeed kept remembering that place from which they had come out, they would have had the chance to return. 16But now they long for a better place, that is, a heavenly. Therefore, Elohim is not ashamed to be called their Elohim, for He has prepared a city for them. 17By belief, Aḇraham, when he was tried, offered up Yitsḥaq, and he who had received the promises offered up his only brought-forth son, 18of whom it was said, “In Yitsḥaq your seed shall be called,” 19reckoning that Elohim was able to raise, even from the dead, from which he received him back, as a type.”
     The Covenant that was made between Abram and Yahuwah and Yahushua was done while he slept. He only knew of it via a vision beforehand, and by Yahuwah’s further explanations later on.
     Messiah sovereignly died for our sins and gave us a covenant for eternity. 
     Romans 5:8, Berean Study Bible: “Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to ie. 8But God proves
His love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Therefore, since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from wrath through Him!… 
     The true new birth is a covenant that we make with Yahuwah through faith in Yahushua. 
     Oh how outside-of-religion these things are! These truths are liberating, so encouraging, so uplifting, so precious, so eternal!!! Stay free of the box of religion. Be like Abraham! Know Yahuwah and Yahushua as Persons to love and to receive love from – on a continual unchanging level.  
Yedidah, August 21, 2021 
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