TRANSCRIPT OF PODCAST CCCXXXVI THE BOOK OF GENESIS CHAPTER 44

Review of part of Genesis 43:11, 26-34: “And their father Yisra’ĕl said to them, “If so, then do this: Take some of the best fruit of the land in your vessels and bring a present down for the man, a little balm and a little honey, spices and myrrh, nuts and almonds…
And when Yosĕph came home, they brought him the present which was in their hand, into the house, and bowed down before him to the earth. 27And he asked them about their welfare, and said, `Is your father well, the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?’ 28And they said, `Your servant our father is in good health, he is still alive.’ And they bowed their heads down and did obeisance. 29And he lifted his eyes and saw his brother Binyamin, his mother’s son, and said, `Is this your younger brother of whom you spoke to me?’ And he said, `Elohim show favour to you, my son.’ 30And Yosĕph hurried, for his emotions were deeply moved towards his brother, and he looked for a place to weep, and went into his room and wept there. 31Then he washed his face and came out, and controlled himself, and said, `Serve the food.’ 32And they set him a place by himself, and them by themselves, and the Mitsrites who ate with him by themselves, for the Mitsrites could not eat food with the Heḇrews, for that is an abomination to the Mitsrites. 33And they sat before him, the first-born according to his birthright and the youngest according to his youth, and the men looked at each other in astonishment. 34And he took portions to them from before him, but Binyamin’s portion was five times as much as any of theirs. And they feasted and they drank with him.”

GENESIS 44: 
“And he commanded the one over his house, saying, `Fill the men’s sacks with food, as they are able to bear, and put each man’s silver in the mouth of his sack.
2 And put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, and the silver for his grain.’ And he did according to the word of Yosĕph which he spoke.
3As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away, they and their donkeys. 4And when they had gone out of the city, not having gone far, Yosĕph said to the one over his house, `Rise up, follow the men, and when you overtake them, say to them, `Why have you repaid evil for good? 5 Is this not the one from which my master drinks, and with which he indeed divines? You have done evil in what you have done.’ 6So he overtook them and spoke these words to them.
7And they said to him, `Why does my master say these words? Far be it from us that your servants should do according to this word. 8See, we brought back to you from the land of Kena‛an the silver which we found in the mouth of our sacks. How then should we steal silver or gold from your master’s house? 9With whomever of your servants it is found – he shall die and we shall become my master’s slaves as well.’ 10And he said, `Now also let it be according to your words: he with whom it is found becomes my slave, and you are innocent. 11And they hurried, each man let down his sack to the ground, and each opened his sack. 12And he searched, with the oldest first and with the youngest last, and the cup was found in Binyamin’s sack. 13And they tore their garments, and each man loaded his donkey and went back to the city. 14And Yehuḏah and his brothers came to Yosĕph’s house, and he was still there. And they fell before him on the ground. 15And Yosĕph said to them, `What deed is this you have done? Did you not know that a man like me indeed divines?’ 16And Yehuḏah said, `What do we say to my master? What do we speak? Or how do we clear ourselves? Elohim has found out the crookedness of your servants. See, we are my master’s slaves, both we and he also with whom the cup was found.’ 17But he said, `Far be it from me to do this. The man in whose hand the cup was found, he becomes my slave. And you, go up in peace to your father.’ 18And Yehuḏah came near to him and said, `O my master, please let your servant speak a word in my master’s hearing, and do not let your displeasure burn against your servant, for you are like Pharaoh.  19 My master asked his servants, saying, “Have you a father or a brother?” 20 And we said to my master, “We have a father, an old man, and a young child of his old age, and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother’s children, and his father loves him.” 21 And you said to your servants, “Bring him down to me, and let me set my eyes on him.” 22 And we said to my master, “The boy is not able to leave his father, for if he leaves his father, his father shall die.” 23But you said to your servants, “Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you do not see my face again.” 24And it came to be, when we went up to your servant my father, that we told him the words of my master. 25 And our father said, “Go back and buy us a little food.” 26But we said, “We are not able to go down. If our youngest brother is with us, then we shall go down, for we are not able to see the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.” 27Then your servant my father said to us, “You know that my wife bore me two sons, 28and the one went out from me, and I said, Truly, he is torn, torn to pieces!” And I have not seen him since. 29 And if you take this one from me too, and harm comes to him, you shall bring down my grey hair with evil to the grave.” 30 And now, if I come to your servant my father and the boy is not with us – since his own life is bound up in his life –31then it shall be, when he sees that the boy is not with us, that he shall die. So, your servants shall bring down the grey hair of your servant our father with evil to the grave.” 32For your servant went guaranty for the boy to my father, saying, `If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall be a sinner before my father forever. 33 And now, please let your servant remain instead of the boy as a slave to my master, and let the boy go up with his brothers. 34For how do I go up to my father if the boy is not with me, lest I see the evil that would come upon my father? ” ’ 

My comments: Judah once again steps in to save life – this time the life of his father and of Benjamin. He is maturing with integrity, taking responsibility, being the spokesmen for the other brothers. He is the forefather of the lineage of Messiah – a mixture of lawful and compassion.  
Why is Joseph putting his brothers through so many hoops? He has to test them to see if they have changed in nature, ways, and thinking. He has to know them as they are now, so that the past can be buried, never to rise again. He had to get all 11 brothers together. He had to get His father and all 70 of the family to Egypt to save their lives. He saw that their integrity was real, that their maturity was real, that their desire to do right was now in their nature. The past had to die forever, for him and for them, in order for true reconciliation to take place. He longed to be with his whole family again, but in forgiveness, in righteousness, in peace, and true love for one another. He tested them so for the blessing of all, and the future of the 12 tribes of Ya’cob – the covenant promises from Yahuwah. 
In turn, Yahuwah also puts us through many trials and tests to prove our development in maturity, as we have allowed Him to change us from within. 
All that has happened in our past has been to prepare us for our future, if we have let Yahuwah’s Spirit transform us so that we have His nature, walk in His ways, and express His thinking in our life. 
II Corinthians 3:17-18, Berean Study Bible: “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into His
image with intensifying glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
     There is freedom, peace, fulness of joy, and fulfillment as never before when the Spirit of Yahuwah reigns within our re-born spirit. There is no veil hiding the mercy seat of Yahuwah’s throne, so we can sit in His Presence and learn from Him.
With a true new birth, we can be led by the Spirit in our maturity and set-apartness, which is mandatory for entrance into the Kingdom. We learn by willingly, lovingly, becoming the servants of the Master Yahushua. As His servants, we are free wherever we are. Joseph knew that Shaddai was with him, and so endured the punishment for something he did not do. Through the pressure of all those years in prison, Joseph allowed a loving Abba God to mold him into a man after His own nature. Thus, his wisdom. There is no barrier, no veil, restricting us from the “mercy seat.” Yahushua Himself is our mercy seat.  

Passion Translation notes: 
Genesis 44:5, Passion translation from the Septuagint and Vulgate, as implied in the Hebrew language: “Why have you stolen the silver goblet from which my master drinks, and the one he uses to discover secrets hidden from men? You have done an evil thing.” 
     Notes: “Some historians tell that water was poured into a certain vessel and then pieces of gold, silver, or precious stones, were added, and then, by the shape of the designs that appeared at the surface of the water, the diviner could interpret events. Joseph did not say that he used he goblet for divination, but wanted his brothers to think he did.” 
Genesis 44:12: “They had not stolen Joseph’s silver goblet, but they had stolen Joseph’s dignity and threw him into a pit. They were responsible for all of Joseph’s afflictions. God was seeking to reveal their heart through how they endured this false accusation. Joseph’s silver goblet, hidden in Benjamin’s bag, was a picture of the years of suffering Joseph went through as a slave sold for `silver.’ 
Joseph was testing their loyalty. Would they stand with Benjamin and love him, or would they sacrifice Benjamin as they had Joseph? Would they be loyal brothers now? Joseph gave them a chance to do away with Benjamin as they had done away with him.” 
Genesis 44:14: “For the third time, Joseph’s brothers bowed before him. What a sight for Joseph to see them all return. He had to know if they had really changed. Joseph was truly doing them a kindness. He was giving them a chance to pass a test they once had failed. Their guilt could be removed not only by the mercy of Joseph but also by proving that `repentance by a changed life.’ (Matthew 3:8)
Genesis 44:16: “Their long-suppressed feelings of guilt surfaced. God was awakening their consciences to what they had done to Joseph.” 
Genesis 44:33-34: “As Judah spoke for his brothers, he did not attempt to justify himself or pass the blame off on Benjamin. Unlike the past, they did not turn on Benjamin as they had turned on Joseph. Judah stood as a savior for his brother. He had changed greatly from the one who conspired to sell his brother into slavery (Genesis 37:26-27) and now offered himself to be a slave as a substitute for his brother Benjamin. Jewish historians not that for many long years after this event, the tribe of Benjamin walked in faithful love toward the tribe of Judah, even when the other ten tribes deserted Judah and Jerusalem.” 
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