GRACE PART II
WHAT GRACE IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT

DEREK SPEAKING AT THE PRAYER CENTER JAN 27, 2024
     
Yedidah’s Intro: One of the books stacked on table near door: The Power of Grace. The subtitle read: “Grace is your super power! Activate it!”
     As you read these notes of what grace really is, the idea of “super power” and “activating” God is utter blasphemous nonsense to those who personally know the real Elohim (Father and Son) of the Bible – the One known in the ancient culture of Abraham, Yitzak and Yacob. 
     Here are notes from a powerful teaching that Yahuwah gave to my son to present for Him. It exposes His heart so that we know Him as He is: El Yon (the Most High), Shaddai (the Almighty), and our Abba/Daddy! Knowing His nature, ways, and thinking is paramount to understanding Truth and error. 
     As a friend in Israel said to me: “The Bible is NOT an American Document!” No! It is not a document of Greek-Roman culture and thinking of the 1st century CE.    Making up doctrines that suit the thinking of the hyper-grace group is wrapped up in the ignorance of who the Elohim or Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob really is. There is no understanding of who the “Most High”-El Yon, really is, who “Shaddai” really is – the Almighty One. 
     In general, Yahuwah, our Abba, is known as the impersonal “God,” or “Lord.” The idea of Him as Abba/Daddy is not well known. Yet, as Messiah died on the stake, He died with the last line of a child’s prayer on His lips: “Abba, into Your hand I commit My spirit.” To know Him as He is, changes a lot of man-made ideas as to how to know Him and be in His favor.
     His Name is Yahuwah, meaning “I AM the ever existing one who breathes.” He is the great “I AM.”  This is from Exodus 3:14 and 6:2-3, when Moses asked Him what His Name was. Before that, He was only known as Shaddai, the “Almighty.” 
     Messiah said: “I come in My Father’s Name.” His Name was “Yahushua,” meaning “Yahuwah is salvation.” The Son’s Name is over and over throughout the Tenach. When Messiah said “Before Abraham was I AM,” the Pharisees picked up stones to kill Him. In the Garden before going to the stake, the soldiers of the High Priest came to arrest Yahushua. They ask Him if He was the one they came to take to the High Priest. He said to them “I AM HE.” They fell to the ground under the power of His Name, just as the priests did in II Kings 8, when the Ark of the Covenant from the City of David by the priests and was set into the Most Set-Apart Place in the Temple, then Solomon asked Yahuwah to descend over the Ark between the cherubim. When He came, the priests fell on the ground under His power.
     American Christian doctrines of escapism, and doctrines of all will be all right -- no suffering, leave out much of the teachings of the whole Bible. These escapist doctrines were created by human beings who did not know the Scriptures or the fact that Yahuwah is in judgment stance now. Thus, they predict an unscriptural great revival ahead before Messiah returns. That placement is nowhere in Scripture.  As Messiah said regarding His return, it would be as “in the days of Noah,” as “in the days of Lot.” 
     When in the days of Noah was there a revival of people turning to faith in the Living Elohim? It’s silly religion, but also dangerous religion, producing arrogant attitudes, pride, boasting, haughtiness, and the dismissing of vast portions of Scripture, especially the words of Messiah and the apostles. These are doctrines of a society, a culture, which is full of carnal lusts of wealth, power, prestige, honor, self-elevation, and control over others. It is far from what the nature, ways, and thinking of Elohim (Father and Son). 
     These ideas of man, taking Scriptures out of context, and putting them together to make a “collage” of sorts, to be able to validate their fantasy. Yet, they have reduced the Almighty, Shaddai, El Yon, down to little more than a senile granddaddy who does whatever we ask of Him, as we command our will to be done in His Name. 
      I remember in M’bale, Uganda, 1998, before speaking to the people in a church, the offering was taken. The people came up to put money into baskets set on a stage. As they came up, they sang a chant: “We’ll never have to suffer,” chanting it over and over and over. They got their doctrines from American Christians. Yet, the Word says that it is through much suffering that we must enter the Kingdom. Suffering gets rid of “self” and cleanses us so that Yahuwah can remold and shape us into the blameless ones, child-like ones, who will enter the Kingdom. Great sadness came when a pastor I loved pranced up and down in front of the chairs, before the service, chanting “I’ll never have to suffer.” Yet in the Word it speaks of great martyrdom before Yahushua returns. It speaks of almost all people on earth being dead before His return.
     The ignorance of the real Yahuwah is off the charts. Pride and arrogance are off the charts. “Humble yourself under the mighty hand of Yahuwah. I Peter 6-7: “6Humble yourselves, therefore, under Yahuwah’s mighty hand, so that in due time He may exalt you. 7Cast all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.”
     There is no understanding of the power of the enemy among these people either, or what it takes to withstand the enemy - even to death by martyrdom. Religious aggression to obtain what one wants bypasses any knowledge of the “holiness,” the kodesh of Yahuwah. He is not to be brought down to a carnal human level – and He won’t allow Himself to be treated like that. Commanding “God” is unacceptable – it is blasphemous at times.
     I heard this same person also say that if in time of famine the groceries run out, we can just command groceries to fill our shelves, and God will fill them. We cannot command anything that He does not tell us He will back. We obey Him. He does not obey us! He is telling us now to prepare.
     This is Part II of Derek’s teaching on Grace from the ancient culture understanding of it – the true meaning of it from His ancient ways. Jeremiah 6:16
The people didn’t want to interact with Him on His eternal level – only as a “God” on their level – a God of their making. He is now in final Judgment mode before the return of Yahushua. 
     Here are notes from today’s message by Derek, January 27, 2024
     “Our Father, who is in heaven, set-apart is Your Name. Your Kingdom come, YOUR WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.”
     There is no “fear of Yahuwah” in the land. He has become a usable tool for people to get what they want – so they think. Could the enemy be answering their demands of Him, so that people think they have power to command Him? Possible!
     His lament all through the Word: “My people do not know Me.”
     Actually, as with Iyob/Job, if He deems it necessary, He will take us through much suffering. 
     Our flesh is a strong force that is always seeking its own will, its own way, its comfort, east, convenience of events, its own popularity and satisfaction, its own prosperity and material things. It is always seeking what will make “self” not just happy, but in control and in power over others. It is always moving toward being a god. Isn’t that what Lucifer said to Eve, “you shall be as gods?” 
      The lust for dominion, yet maintaining carnality and fleshly lusts, is not from Yahuwah or Yahushua. This “super-spiritual” attitude of the flesh is easily led by Lucifer and fallen angels into rebellion against discipline to know Yahuwah and Yahushua for Themselves. The attitude center is on: It’s all about “me” and what I want. Yet, cloaked in super spirituality. Yahuwah doesn’t buy into it charade. 
     For those who are truly born again, Yahuwah wants to move into us by His Spirit to teach us and transform us in preparation for our entrance into His Kingdom. The walk towards the Kingdom and into the Kingdom is on a very narrow path. (Matthew 7:13-14) Most people do not want such a narrow path, so they gravitate towards the “broad road” that leads to destruction. They don’t think they are on a broad road to destruction, but they do not know the Word in context of His nature, ways, and thinking – thus they make up their own ideas that make them feel good about themselves.
     For those sincere about entering and living in His Kingdom, He begins by having us take the hard road. He and His Son are Master of the new creation (II Corinthians 5:17) in a true new birth. We must put the “flesh” aside to live by our re-born spirit, which is our temple. We must ask Yahuwah, who is the Spirit, to come and fill us, and live inside of us as He once lived over the Ark in II Kings 8. (I Corinthians 6:19-20) 
     We know that in Ezekiel 8 and 9, the priests had become so paganized and corrupt and the people too, for the most part, that Yahuwah had to come off the Ark and ascend back into heaven. The priests never noticed He was gone. But, a remnant, remained loyal to Him, and were spared His judgement. 
     He has to allow suffering in this life for us to go through in order to take down our pride and arrogance, so that we seek Him with all our heart. In a true new birth, it is no longer “I” who lives, but Yahuwah’s Spirit that lives in me. He is the controlling factor after a true new birth – not us. 
     Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” 
     The privilege of knowing Him is the beginning of the working of “grace” in our life. Grace is His unmerited favor towards us that we do not deserve. All praise goes to He and His Son, not to us. Without His “graciousness,” and kindness towards us, we cannot rise to His standards of “blamelessness.” But, as we yield to His goodness and love grows for Him, we progress forward to show Him our love by our obedience to Him and our submission to Him in every way.
     Yahuwah, Abba, is not Cinderella’s fairy godmother. He is the Most-High. We must never forget He is not our servant. He does not exist to make our every want come to pass. He allows us to “go through” and to suffer hardship so that we seek Him and submit to His training for us to enter His Kingdom. The foolish virgins of Matthew 25 were not bad women. They just let their lights go out because they allowed their oil to be used up. They felt Ok with the darkness. But, when the wise were ready for the Bridegroom and His Bride to go to the wedding feast, the foolish were not ready. The oil is symbolic of the Spirit/Yahuwah, and the light of His Presence burning bright within us. Thus, when the Bridegroom and His Bride came (Hebrew Matthew), the foolish were not ready. They could not enter into the Feast. Yahushua said to them: “I do not know you.”
     Yahuwah is a Father, a Daddy, who works hard within us to ready us for His Kingdom forever, in eternity. He must be honored for WHO He is – the Most High, the Almighty – and His Son honored as our Savior and Master to train us for reigning in the Kingdom. His Kingdom is 1,000 years, and then eternity begins (Revelation 19-21). At any point, if we get haughty and proud and take “dominion” that is not ours to take, we put ourselves in jeopardy of losing our eternal life. He will not be usurped by His creation! He demands respect and obedience. We don’t set the standards and the rules – He does.

Derek reads II Corinthians 12:1-10:  
1To boast, indeed, is useless for me, for I shall go on to visions and revelations of יהוה. 2I know a man in Messiah who fourteen years ago – whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, Elohim knows – such a one was caught up to the third heaven. 3And I know such a man – whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, Elohim knows – 4that he was caught up into Paradise and heard unspeakable words, which it is not right for a man to speak.
5Of such a one I shall boast, but of myself I shall not boast, except in my weaknesses. 6For if I shall wish to boast, I shall not be a fool, for I shall speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think more of me than what he sees in me, or hears of me. 7And to keep me from exalting myself because of the exceeding greatness of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to hit me, to keep me from exalting myself. 8Concerning this I pleaded with the Master three times to take it away from me. 9And He said to me, `My grace/favor is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected in weakness.’ Most gladly, then, I shall rather boast in my weaknesses, so that the power of Messiah rests on me. 10Therefore I take pleasure in weaknesses, in insults, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for the sake of Messiah. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
     Since July 29, 2022, I understand this well. He began taking me on a journey into understanding why the suffering, why the going through, why the pain, why the crippling, and on and on. I do not ask “why” anymore. I know why. He let me know right away in August 2022, that He was going to take me deeper into understanding Him and understanding why we must go through things. He has completely changed my life, delivered me from so many hangups of the flesh, brought me into joy and peace that is continual no matter what. I’ve had 4 breaks in the left leg, four surgeries, 3 emergency surgeries. Great pain, great suffering. I think of Iyob’s questioning, and finally understanding. I not only understand, I am able to thank Yahuwah, my Abba/Daddy, for taking me through all of it and loosing me from the chains that were put on me by the evil ones by age 4. He used it all to set me free. I have had peace and joy all the way through all of this, my spirit is resting in the knowledge that He is working a good work within me for eternity.
THAT IS GRACE!!! His love in action.
     Escaping hardship, having everything the flesh wants – is sure spiritual death and eternal death. It is His mercy and graciousness, to allow us to “go through” things in this life. 
     John 16:33: “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
     Isaiah 43:1-5a: “But now, thus said יהוה, your Creator, O Ya‛aqoḇ, and He who formed you, O Yisra’ĕl, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by your name, you are Mine. 2“When you pass through the waters, I am with you; and through rivers, they do not overflow you. When you walk through fire, you are not scorched, and a flame does not burn you…4“Since you were precious in My eyes, you have been esteemed, and I have loved you. And I give men in your place, and peoples for your life. 5 Do not fear, for I am with you…” 
     It is by pressing through the hard things with joy and peace in our spirit that we learn how gracious and loving and kind He really is. It would not be kind to give us all that we want in our carnal mind and emotions and fleshly desires. It would be sure damnation.
     “When we are weak, then are we strong,” because we’re not running on our strength but on His! 
     Do not presume using carnal reasoning! This “God” who is supposed to jump at every command of yours is not the Elohim of the Bible. Yahuwah’s love brings us to submission to His will by the exerting of pressure that kills our carnal nature and brings us alive into His nature. Presuming is a great danger. 
     Do not presume on the Almighty. Yield to His will. He will not yield to your will if it crosses His will!
     He graciously holds our hand. He graciously is “silent in His love,” but we know He is with us. He said He would never leave us or forsake us, for He knew us from before the foundation of the world. He put our name in the Book of Life before Genesis 1:1. He knows all about us. Therefore, He understands what it will take for us to be prepared to enter the Kingdom. 
     He has to break our stubbornness, rebellion, mental attitudes that are carnal and self-centered. He must bring us into total submission to His will, so that He can bless us and we can work with Him. This is also His grace. Because He loves us so much, we can trust Him to only take us the way of eternal good.
     “His love brings us into submission.” “He graciously takes us through the hard paths to grow us up, to remove `self,’” - to stop the whining, complaining, gripping, self-centered displays. 
     His love leads us to trust and know Him. He manifests Himself within us to let us know He will never leave us or forsake us. Yahushua said: “My power is made perfect in weakness.” “No longer I, but Messiah dwells in me.” 
     Matthew 6:5-6: “Your will be done…”
     II Corinthians 12:9: “My grace is sufficient for you…” 
     Derek: “Grace pulls you into Messiah’s power.” “He erases the desire to sin.”
     Grace (Greek): “To be content, to be satisfied” Grace fills our spirit to keep us going forward. Greek: “Charis”: “favor, His leaning towards us, graciousness, mercy, kindness, loving kindness, freely extending Himself to us to bless us”
     We thank Him for taking us through, revealing to us the depth of His personal love for us. He has us learning by our hardships, to let go of “self” and let Him be “the Most High.” He has to take us off our “high horse” of carnality and self-centeredness, out of the fleshly/carnal view of life in this world, to lift our eyes to His eternity, and our place in eternity.
     He patiently brings us to the fulness of our purpose for existing. 
     Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
     II Corinthians 12:9: “But he said to me, `My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”
     It is when we are weak and we give ourselves 100% to do as He wills, that His power is released to rest on us. He cannot rest on us if we are self-centered, into “me, myself, and I.” We must be emptied of “self” in order for Him to fill us with Himself!
     Psalm 102:27: “They will perish, but You remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing You will change them, and they will be passed on. 27But You remain the same, and Your years will never end. 28The children of Your servants will dwell securely, and their descendants will be established before You.”
     Yahuwah is a constant. He does not change. Malachi 
[bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14]   One of my favorite verses is II Timothy 2:13: “If we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 12if we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He will also deny us; 13if we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.”
     Malachi 3:6: ““For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.” His steadfast love is constant. It is we who change and lose our blessing.
     He remains the same – He cannot deny who He is. He cannot change to match our expectations of Him if they go counterclockwise to His order. He has to remain the same no matter what we do.
     He is a plumbline. Amos 7:7-8: “This is what He showed me, and see, יהוה stood on a wall made with a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in His hand, 8and יהוה said to me, `Amos, what do you see?’ And I said, `A plumbline.’ And יהוה said, `See, I am setting a plumbline in the midst of My people Yisra’ĕl, no longer do I pardon them.’” He is a straight line. He doesn’t change. We must conform to Him, not He to us! His Word is straight.
     Yahushua is the eternal Word. There is no confusion in what He says – His Word erases confusion. His ways are not our ways; His thoughts are not our thoughts (Isaiah 55). We must conform to His words, not our mind’s reasoning. His words are simple and direct, and unchangeable. We must feast on His Word so that our mind aligns to His – His nature, ways, and thinking.
     Derek taught about Joseph: Joseph became a transformed man. He was sold into slavery then unjustly accused and sent to prison in a dungeon. But, because he remained steady in his faith in Yahuwah’s justice, he was elevated to the second in command of all of Egypt under the Pharaoh. He repaid his brothers for their injustice to him with justice for them, love, and restoration. He was a great man who allowed the hardships of life form him into a mighty man of wisdom and understanding. Thus, he saved Egypt and the family of Israel/Jacob, as well as himself. Because he did not turn bitter and full of hate, seeking revenge, Abba raised him up to be the great man that he was.
     As Derek said: “This is grace.” This is how grace flowing from the throne room can transform a life and the lives of others all around. Because Joseph sought Yahuwah, Yahuwah brought forth miracles out of tragedy.
     Derek said, “maintain humility” at all times. Let Yahuwah exalt you.

     Isaiah 66:2: “To this one I look, to him who is humble and contrite of heart, who trembles at My Word.”
     The journey of grace within you – the flesh’s will has to die, for blamelessness to be reality. Grace is a journey in learning to trust Yahuwah and not one’s self. His grace is according to His foreknowledge of us, and our eternal destiny. He has known us since He and His Son wrote the Book of Life before Genesis 1:1. His grace is the journey we take toward what He saw of us back then at the beginning. His plans for us are so great, beyond what we would ever choose for ourselves. His grace is the outworking of His patience towards us - to work with us to bring His plans for us to pass.
     “Jesus/Yahushua invites you into His life.” That’s grace!
      “We must be free of slavery to the flesh in order to make it possible for Him to set us free by His grace.” We must allow Him to work in us to transform us.
     Freedom from the flesh-life makes it possible for us to receive His grace.
     “Burn a revelation of His grace in us!” 
     “Return to the eternal! Return to the Garden! Tap into the power of the Spirit.”
     “True revival is internal transformation.”
      Grace is not a license to sin! Yahuwah is to be honored and esteemed. He is the Most High. We must not make up doctrines to satisfy the flesh. We must not presume on His grace and take it lightly. We must fear offending such a wonderful Father, who has extended the privilege to us to be His child. We must in turn extend grace to others – no condemning, no self-righteousness, no haughty or proud attitudes. Let Him rule your every thought. Be an extension of His nature, ways, and thinking to a lost and unraveling world. Represent who He is. Dump “self.” Pick up His life. Enter into His life by “the blood of the Lamb.” Humility is a great gift. It is a must if we are to enter His Presence. Total submission to Yahuwah and Yahushua – that is true freedom! His grace is our sustaining power … it is His love.
Derek’s website: thewelltroddenroad.org 
In His love, Yedidah - January 28, 2024
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