Reaching For the Higher Good?

Finding the Eternal
     By the Creator’s way of reckoning a day, this New Year’s Eve, at sunset, begins another year on the world’s Gregorian calendar. It is a time when many people make “New Year’s resolutions,” which are usually broken within a few days, or weeks. However, I believe that most people really want to go forward in their lives. Most people want to improve--to reach higher towards their personal goals. However, sadly, statistics show that 95% of people either do not want to change, or don’t attempt to change, because the price of change is too high, so their wishes remain un-acted upon.
     It is only through the indwelling power of the Spirit of Yahuweh that we can have the strength to act upon what He has put in our spirit to go forward and reach higher. Change can be a flowing-happening on a daily basis if we allow the Spirit to transform us into a new creation in the likeness of Abba Yahuweh and Yahushua Messiah. (II Corinthians 3:17-18; Romans 12:1-2)  [Refer to: “Daily Flowing With His Perfect Timing--Faith Walk Part II/February 7, 2007”]
     It is very common for His children to ask Him “why.” Why doesn’t He help us like we think He should? We so we have to wait, often for so long, for prayers to be answered for physical healing, financial deliverance, healing of their mind and emotions, for direction, for justice to be done towards those who have hurt us, and for answers as to why things happen that are so painful and never seem to end.
     Abba’s children so often lose faith in Him because of the painful waiting for Him to answer our pleas. We ask Him “why” He is not answering, or what have we done wrong? So, when no answers come, our mind reasons “is God even real--is my faith in Him for nothing?”  Is He really calloused, unfeeling, and cold? The Psalms are full of the questioning of Elohim, like Psalm 10, 13 and 73. In Psalm 10:14, King David concludes, “but You do see.” Yes, He sees, and He loves us. He wants us to be patient and let Him show us “the higher good.”

    As most of you are aware, the number of demonic spirits is increasing in the earth, along with hybrids of all types, Nephilim, and fallen angels--all awaiting their leader to come—Satan. (Revelation 12:7-12) Many of Yahuweh’s children are beginning to feel like abandoned children, wondering “what we do now?” Many are getting discouraged of heart. I understand. I have compassion. It is a time of growing tribulation, and Abba has withdrawn to allow the evil ones to do what they do best, in order to separate His people from the wicked. [Please refer to the Withdrawal trilogy for more information, January 1, 6, 20, 2015]

     Yet for those who are filled with His Spirit, He seems to be getting stronger on the inside of the re-born spirit--sharing more from His heart, becoming more tangible with those who obediently serve Him and look to the heavens for the return of our Beloved Messiah Yahushua.

      Christian churches and Messianic congregations are being bombarded with false doctrines that are actually now deceiving “even the elect,” turning them towards the pit of damnation. False prophets and teachers are multiplying like rabbits. They always appear as “angels of light” in “sheep’s clothing.” They always appear to be so spiritual, so intelligent, so superior to anyone else. It is an illusion of the dark kingdom, but fools easily fall for their tricks. The 1-chapter book of Jude addresses this very well, as does Matthew 24:4, 24-25; and II Peter 2. We have been warned!

     The Apostles in the 1st century were fighting two foundational heresies, 1) the beginnings of Pharisaical Rabbinic Judaism, and 2) the beginnings of Gnostic-pagan Greek Christianity. These two blasphemies that carry powerful satanic spirits have come full circle – THEY ARE BACK WITH US AGAIN FULL FORCE! Even some of His chosen elect are falling away. Both spirits are “anti-messiah,” according to I John 2:18-24, separating the relationship of Father and Son. The enemy is on the fast-track to snatch as many sheep away from Yahuweh and His Only Begotten Son as possible before the Only Begotten Son returns with the wrath of His Father! 

     In the meantime, many are languishing under the heaviness of the enemy’s presence, trying to reach out to a distanced “God,” who is after something higher than just our physical, mental and emotional comfort and ease. He is fighting with us for the preservation of our eternal life at a time when everything is trying to snatch it from us! The enemy can only work on the mind. But, if we let him, our mind becomes an open portal to the demonic realm. If they can put doubt in a person’s mind against the Creator, they’ve got their victim wrapped up in Christmas tinsel! That’s what happened to Adam and Eve – doubt was planted, the mind was led to the doubt, and the action left mankind at the mercy of Satan. The earth became his rightful possession. He uses the same tactics on everyone – sowing doubt about the goodness, faithfulness, kindness, and care of our loving heavenly Father!!! 
     I spoke to a man in Canada a few days ago who said that the 38,000 Christian denominations and organizations was now somewhere around 43,000. I don’t doubt it. The tragedy is that Yahuweh and Yahushua are not in any of it. They are outside all religion of man. They are not a religion – They are Father and Son, our Father and our Savior, our Creators, and our Elohim. The “itching ear” syndrome is alive and prospering: II Timothy 4:3-4. Hang in there! Yahuweh is after the higher good for the lives of His children--eternal good!
    Daniel 11:32b speaks of a people who KNOW their Elohim, and from Him receive the strength to act/do exploits. They go forward in the face of the Beast himself. Why are these few so blessed? Matthew 7:13-14 tells us about the “few” that walk the narrow path to the narrow gate. Is it because they have all the answers? Is it because their prayers are always answered? NO! It is because they have been through so many years of training through trials and tribulations in their learning to know Him, that the “why” has been revealed. They understand His nature, ways, and thinking, and thus trust Him with all their heart. They have allowed Him to humble them, even crush them, in order to remove the chaff from their lives. “Chaff” is the binding shell around wheat that keeps it from being usable, symbolic of our sin, our mental and emotional hang-ups, our self-will that keeps us from submitting to our Master, our fleshly/carnal life that holds us earthbound, so that we can rise into His dimension and dwell in His Presence! These “few” have already gone through tribulation, thus during the world’s tribulation they will be strong and do exploits for Yahuweh! They have long sense passed the test of Iyob/Job, and loudly proclaim: “You are Elohim; I am not.” Their lives are 100% submitted to Him. They are servants, but they are also friends of Abba and Messiah. [Refer to: “The Test of Iyob”/January 30, 2013]            
    He is always after our eternal good! But to get to our eternal good, He often has to temporarily bypass helping us with temporal things we are passing through!
     Isaiah 55:6-13, ISR: 

6Seek יהוה while He is to be found; call upon Him while He is near...

7Let the wrong forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts. Let him return to יהוה, who has compassion on him, and to our Elohim, for He pardons much.

8“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares יהוה.

9“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.

10“For as the rain comes down, and the snow from the heavens, and do not return there, but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, and give seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

11so is My Word that goes forth from My mouth – it does not return to Me empty, but shall do what I please, and shall certainly accomplish what I sent it for.

12“For with joy you go out, and with peace you are brought in – the mountains and the hills break forth into singing before you, and all the trees of the field clap the hands.

13“Instead of the thorn the cypress comes up, and instead of the nettle the myrtle comes up. And it shall be to יהוה for a name, for an everlasting sign which is not cut off.”

     Through all of our misunderstanding of why He does what He does, or why He doesn’t do what He should to fulfill our expectations of Him, He lets us know that His ways are higher, and the result is always “You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace…” (KJV) 
     In 1997, I was dying of malaria in a small village in Tanzania. I could not remember my own name. I was so weak I could not sit up. I was in the final stages of the disease, called “the black water” stage. But, Abba let me live. I had relapses for some time afterwards. Later I thought, I am a spoiled brat because of His many healings of me, so why did He let me almost die of malaria? This was His answer: “I wanted you to know that I could take you through that with just My Presence, so that you would know that I could take you through the tribulation with just My Presence to the coming of My Son.” Wow! If we have His Presence, we can go through anything and emerge victorious! 
     I had attacks of horrible knife-like pain in my right lower side from 2008-2014 which were worse than child-birth, pain that came fast and unexpected, confining me to my bed for hours at a time. When the pain reached the intolerable point, I always resorted to throwing “why” questions at Him. And, He always remained silent, until one day. In early January of 2011, I was in bed for 10 hours in a fetal position, enduring the pain which was consistently intense. I felt at one point that my appendix had burst. I resigned myself to death. I told Him that whatever He wanted of me I would do--even go to the hospital if He wanted me to, which was worse than death in my estimation. I had not been to the hospital since May of 1981 when I had my last baby. I said to Him with all my heart, “You are Elohim; I am not.” With that, He spoke clearly: “You will not die.” I had passed the “test of Iyob/Job!”  Later I wrote the article: “The Test of Iyob.”
     Three weeks later, my four children came to Florida for my grandson’s birthday party. On the way to the party, the horrific pain started, and increased once at the playground where the party was held. A very dear friend took me back to the house. After the party, my children came to where I was, and upon seeing me in such incredible pain they panicked and called an ambulance. I tried to protest, but shortly gave in. Of course, the doctors and all their technology could find nothing wrong with me to cause that kind of pain. They sent me home. But, during my time on the gurney, the relationship with my oldest daughter and I was restored after 30 years of estrangement. I never knew anything was wrong--but was thankful that she felt restored. And, I was free--He was Elohim and I was not!!!
     The book of Iyob/Job is a continual narrative that discusses why Elohim allows people to suffer, especially Iyob. All sorts of opinions are given by Iyob, and his self-righteous friends, until Yahuweh asks Iyob 60 questions, like “where were you when I created the heavens and the earth.” Iyob’s conclusion was basically, “You are Elohim; I am not.” When He finally realized that we can’t bring Elohim down to our level, but our privilege is to rise to His level, then He can help us!  
    The book of Lamentations is a heavy lamenting over Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction of Jerusalem and Solomon’s Temple. Why did Elohim let that happen? But, even Nebuchadnezzar’s Captain knew that it happened because of Judah’s sin. (Jeremiah 40: 1-5) In His judgment, Yahuweh separates the wicked from the righteous, to mercifully free His righteous children. He is a Father who fights for those He loves. children.
     Abba allowed the pain attacks to continue in me for a few more months, but He used them to bring out more “higher good.” One day I was in my bed in Tiberias, Israel, and the pain was very strong. I mentally gave in and began the “why.” I sensed He folded His arms. I had been praising Him as long as I could before the “why” took over. So, I said to Him, “Do you mean to tell me that if I continued to praise You, bless You, and not give in to the mental and emotional demands of the pain, that you would heal me? The answer came with a resounding “YES.”  I had known for a long time, even as early as 2008, that the pains were witchcraft/voodoo because of the patterns of the attacks. That day in Tiberias I made a strong proclamation to the demonic realm: “Devil, you put this pain on me again and no matter where I am I will lift my voice and praise Yahuweh!” Two days later, I was with a friend. I was walking up the main steps from the Tiberias Marina, when the pain came like a lightning bolt into me. I stopped. I began praising Yahuweh out loud, and the pain instantly stopped. It happened one more time near the Tiberias farmer’s market. I sat down on a planter, and began praising Yahuweh. The pain stopped instantly. IT NEVER RETURNED! Later, Abba showed me a little trick to relieve pain in that same area by a simple way of adjusting my right hip. But, the knife-pains never returned. 
     I had learned “the higher good.” I had learned to keep praising Abba, keep trusting, keep my joy, keep my peace, no matter what happens to me, and through it the door for His entrance to help me is not shut. 

     Negative emotions shut the portal of the spirit to the eternal realm, tie the hands of Yahuweh, and leave us to our pain! I learned an eternal lesson to be applied in many areas of my life. Recently, I thought of the 6 years of suffering with that pain. But, then, I thanked Abba for it. Yes, I thanked Him for it because of all the lessons I learned for my eternal good. Passing the “test of Iyob” put a stop to my arguing, mental wrangling, asking “why,” and bombarding Abba with my negative emotions and illogical mental conclusions. I have learned to remain at peace and seek His higher good.
     In a hotel room in Tel Aviv Israel one evening, a short while before going to the airport to fly back to the U.S., I had become fearful that with all my ins and outs of Israel that they would not let me back in, and/or they’d give me trouble at immigration. I thought of all kinds of negative scenarios. Then I began to pray a prayer I had never thought of, or said, before. I boldly proclaimed: “Abba Yahuweh, let no one – no human, no airline problem, no immigration rule--not any complication usurp Your perfect will for me!” I was surprised at what I said. Let no one USURP Your perfect will! I have since added to that prayer: “If there are any problems, I will take it as Your working to bring about the “higher good.” That was the easiest exit out of Israel I ever had, to this day!
     The 1st of July, 2015, I flew from Florida to Atlanta, Georgia. I stayed at a hotel near the airport. My plane flight was early the next morning. The next morning, I was at the desk of the hotel checking out at 5:30. I then looked at the flight schedule board they had in the lobby and saw that my flight had been postponed several hours. I was supposed to fly from Houston to Denver, then to Minot, North Dakota, to meet with friends who would take me into Canada for a weekend of meetings. The reason for the delay was a lack of the needed number of flight crew. That was a new one for me. I got on the phone to the airlines, and the recording said there would be a 20 minute wait. I hung up. I tried the travel agency. They said they couldn’t help me. They said for me to call the airlines. So, I called again. The recording still said there would be a 20 minute wait. I decided to wait. Immediately a lady answered the phone. She was in an office in Chicago. To this day, I bless that woman. She took 20 minutes with me and found me a flight on another airlines going into Minneapolis at 4:00 PM that afternoon, getting into Minot around 9:30 PM. My Canadian friends would have to wait till the next morning to come get me. But, they had arranged a nice motel for me to stay at near the airport. I got to the motel in Minot about 10:30 with no problems through Minneapolis. 
     The next morning, I got up at 8:30 and got to the front desk about 9:00. I asked where the breakfast was being served. A lady who had just come into the motel told me that it was over. I asked if I could at least have some tea and a banana. She got me some tea. I figured she was the manager. Then someone came in with a banana in a sack. She had sent someone out to get me a banana. I thanked her profusely. Shortly my Canadian hostess for the weekend came to get me. We began talking to this kind lady--she was the manager. She said a few things to my hostess. I suppose she saw my Jerusalem purse for then she said she was born again, Spirit-filled, and learning the Torah. When we talked to her a little, she was so excited. She took us back in her office to talk some more. She said she had been late to work because she was sick that morning, but when she touched my arm, she was healed. Well, to make a long story shorter, she ended up coming to the meetings, and today she is learning Torah and delighting in the Truth. Now go figure--I was not a happy camper when my flight was delayed, but I didn’t want to go through Houston anyway, and I was put on my favorite airlines to Minneapolis.  I got into Minot just a few hours later than if I had taken the original flight. The timing of the motel manager coming into the motel late and my coming to the desk late ended up being Abba’s mo’ed--His perfect to-the-second timing! When He’s in control things always turn out for the higher good!    

     Then in September of this year, I asked another “why,” just seeking an answer: Why, through the years, with my experiencing extreme exhaustion, anxiety, fear, in a weakened state, with incredible nervousness, has He not answered my pleas to help me sleep? So often I lie awake all night, begging for sleep at times, but He is silent. I resort to Melatonin, sniff essential oils, or just lie there and suffer. I pray in my prayer language, I do warfare proclamations, I proclaim Psalms and other Scriptures, I try very hard to relax, but I get more nervous by the minute. I itch all over and scratch and scratch. I concluded for a long time that my nervous system was stronger than “God.” Because of severe suffering in my life for many for years, I had three nervous breakdowns, two with no medication, and all with no time for recovery. Extreme nervousness kept me from relaxing. When I was 26, in 1970, my gynecologist told me that I was sleeping but not resting. In early 1970, I had my first nervous breakdown. 
     Finally! Not long ago, while trying to get to sleep, Abba spoke to me: To lop off rotten branches from a rotten tree does not help to bring the tree back to life--the root is still rotten. Years ago He spoke to me: “If the root is defiled, the tree is defiled, the branches are defiled, the fruit is defiled, and all who eat of it is defiled.”
     Of late, He has given me the answers to my sleep problems, answering the “why.”  He has let me know that even if I don’t sleep one night, or even two, I will sleep. In the meantime, instead of fretting and getting nervous, I should just rest in Him, take the Melatonin, sniff the calming essential oils, or read a book, and don’t worry about it. I have been sleeping so well!!!   

     So, finally, I got it! My good Abba could have helped me sleep each and every time. But, what He was after was to deal with THE REASON why I couldn’t sleep! He wants to get at the root of our anxieties, fears, fretting, and traumas that produce the nervousness and lack of sleep. He wants to put the ax to the root of the tree--He seeks the higher good. He seeks to end the rottenness, so that we can begin a new life! He sure sees things differently than we do!
     There are so many problems that people get themselves into by their own stubborn rebellious will. Then they cry out: “God help me!” But, it is like they’re crying out to a brick wall. He can’t help. We’ve tied His hands by the darkness of our carnal/fleshly emotions and wrong mind-reasoning. What if He did come to our rescue every time we got in trouble by our own will? Would that grow us up, or would it make spiritual babies out of us, considering Him like a fairy godmother or Santa Claus? He is an Elohim of Light. We have to align to His nature, ways, and thinking, else HE CANNOT HELP US! He helps us, but in His own time for increase in our righteousness. Always, He sees beyond the temporal to the eternal good!  

     Another thought: If He helped us get what we wanted, or what we thought we needed, every time we cried out, making things easy and convenient for us, making things smooth and nice, He’d be no more than our servant, and we would be “God.” He is out to grow us up so that we reflect His nature, walk in His ways, think like He thinks, and die to self-will so that we might be free to know Him as Abba. He’s out to prune our tree so that we produce more good fruit. (Carefully read John 15:1-6) He must discipline us, or else we’re “bastards.”  Hebrews 12) 
     John 16:33: “These things have I spoken to you that you might have peace. In this world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer--I have overcome the world!”  He never promised us that life would be easy, and to our liking. He promised us victory over all the abilities of our enemy. (Luke 10:19)
     But, sometimes He just flat comes to our rescue miraculously because we can’t help ourselves, and we’re at a cross roads. He is compassionate. He knows we are dust. But, that is by His sovereign mercy, not because of anything else. In everything He does, He seeks the higher good for us! HalleluYah!

      In 2003, during Passover week, He miraculously healed me of all the mental and emotional pain at the pools of Bethesda in Jerusalem, where, after 38 years that man in John 5 was healed. Thirty-eight years before, the torment had begun for me. As I began to walk around the ruins, Messiah Yahushua appeared to me and welcomed me. When I walked out of the ruins, as He said to that man long ago, He said to me, “Go and sin no more.” I left there totally free – as if a great eraser had gone over my mind and emotions, and all the past was gone.
     I could tell you so many stories of how He took me on the “hard path” to teach me, instead of just healing me outright. I was so desperate for healing at one point that I gave up faith in His wanting me healed. I was angry at Him. It took years to build up trust in Him, trust that depended solely on His Word and His faithfulness rather than on what I felt, saw, heard, or thought. Along the way, He did the miraculous, shocking me with His sweetness, but finally after I learned to fully trust Him without proof, He healed me of much pain in my body, as well as circulatory and respiratory problems. Read Hebrews 11 – a powerful chapter on faith. Notice the stories of faith that prevailed over anything that was tangible.      
     It’s how we look at--perceive, accept, and allow--what is happening to us that determines how our body responds. Those who are dwelling in peace in His Presence are spared many of the world’s torments. But, the more pure we become, the more sensitive to the presence of fallen ones we become, too. Their presence causes the body to react, when the mind and spirit are at peace. This is when spiritual warfare really works!
     Many roots that are rotten in our lives can be cut by correct spiritual warfare. To a high degree, the condition of the body reflects the condition of the soul and spirit in its relationship with Abba. Intellectualism, analyzing by the carnal realm, causes the mind to often go into confusion, and so often into torment and fear, even terror and panic, consumed with doubt. It is because the intellectual mind is out of touch with the Presence of Yahuweh. The childlike faith-mind is in touch with His Spirit.   

     Oh how the simplicity of childlikeness that Messiah speaks of in Matthew 18:1-4 is so important to keep us at peace! When we turn off the mental confusion, the going over of problems in the mind, the trying to figure things out in our carnal thinking, and allow the sweet Presence of Abba to come in our whole body and soul relaxes. 

    This is a true statement: If we are anxious and fretting, it is a sure sign that we are trying to control our world, but if we are at peace, it is a sure sign that Abba is in control. It is so much simpler to just yield to Him! 

     Above all things, to remain in His Presence, we cannot allow any enemy to steal our peace, our joy, our love, our faith, our desire for His Word, our desire to obey and honor Him. How wonderful that we can put on our earphones, and listen to worship music on our I-pod, computer, DVD player, or on YouTube, and just rest in His Presence. I highly recommend the music of James Block, and his three albums Selah I, Selah II, and Instrumental music. His YouTube music videos are gorgeous.       
     Worship and praise stills the enemy and calms the body, because it lifts us into His Presence. The proclamation of the Psalms also brings strength. The enemy stirs the mind and emotions, which in turn torments the body. That’s all he can do. He can’t touch the re-born spirit. Close the portal of your mind to him. Open the portal of your re-born spirit, which reaches into the dimension of Yahuweh and Yahushua.

    Mark 11:25-26: Forgiveness is the key to physical and mental health. Not just in word, but releasing those who have hurt you. If you don’t, Abba cannot forgive you! If we hold bitterness, un-forgiveness, anger, hate, fear, anxiety, doubt, or any emotion from the dark kingdom, we shut out Yahuweh--He cannot help us. If we are children of the light, we must walk in the light of His love towards our self, and others. We must love others as we love our self. If we don’t respect our self, we won’t treat others with respect. He is after the HIGHER GOOD – that is His goal. He doesn’t want us suffering from our own emotional and mental torment that we inflict on ourselves because we react to things with negative emotions.      

     He is constantly testing us--testing our motives to see where our heart really is. We must also test ourselves. We must submit to His convicting us of sin, and allow Him to discipline us, so that our rebellious mind is submitted to His authority in our re-born spirit. 

     The greatest of all tests is coming – the test of II Thessalonians 2:8-12. But, before this, He separates by the test of Iyob. Unless this test is passed, one cannot enter the Kingdom of Elohim! Either He is Elohim alone, and we are not, or He is not Elohim at all! Either we are children of Light who repel darkness, or we are part of the darkness. He will have no other gods in His face. He is a jealous Elohim. He is either Master and King over our thoughts, reasoning, decisions, emotions, and actions--or He is not in our lives at all!     

     In speaking with a young couple in Canada, at that early July camp meeting, regarding the wife’s deadly illness, Abba put on my heart to say to them that through it all Abba was after something higher. Aline gloriously passed into the Presence of Elohim on the eve of the sighting of the new moon for Elul, sighted by two witnesses from Jerusalem. As Elul 1 concluded the next evening with a spectacular sunset, her body was laid to rest, awaiting its transformation in the resurrection at His coming. Her spirit body (soul and spirit) is now clothed with white linen and immortality. What “higher” was He after in the lives of this precious couple? What “higher” is He after in the life of her husband, her parents, and her siblings? What “higher” is He after in the lives of all of us? This is something we must all seek to know! His Kingdom is soon to come. Our eternal positions are being determined by our cooperation with Him now.  
     He sees the end from the beginning. All of our days are written in His Book. (Psalm 139) He knew us before the foundation of the world. He put the names of His set-apart ones in His Book of Life before the foundation of the world. Messiah was “slain” before the foundation of the world. Before the foundation of the world He agreed to redeem us. The “higher” is always His ultimate love for us! He calls to us “come up here.” He calls us to sit with Messiah in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:4-7; Colossians 3:1-4) [Refer to: “Beyond This Dimension – Through Your Own Portal”/May 30, 2015]
     Yahuweh asks hard things of us as we seek to follow His Lamb wherever He goes. But, if we take the challenge and do it, we’ll never regret it! He will spare us from so many bad things the enemy would want to do to us. I remember in 1995, looking seriously at Luke 14:33. I took up His challenge. Life has been incredibly hard in following what He has told me to do, but I have never regretted it a day! 

     He wants to lift us up above the pain and grief of tragedies of this life, by helping us see what real life is all about. Yahushua said:  “I have come that you might have life, and have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10) 
     He desires to lift us up into His Presence, through our eternal spirit, so that we see life from His vantage point, through eyes that see the eternal.  He is Light. This world is a world of darkness, confusion, tragedy, sin and pain. (I John 5:18-21)
We are children of Light. He desires to lift us up into His realm so that we see things clearly in the light. (Ephesians 5:8-13; I John 1:5-7)
     He has special assignments for each of His children who submit to Him for training, as good servants in preparation for reigning with Him.  He wants our faith to grow to the point where we see things from His vantage point only – not from limited sight in this dark world. He wants us to have His mind. In the re-born spirit we have “the mind of Messiah,” so that we can tap into His thinking, know His nature, His ways, and what He is going to do. Through the eternal spirit we can live in His Presence, dwelling with Him in His “secret place,” learn His secrets, and be taught by His Spirit. But, rebellious, defiant, self-centered human beings, even those calling themselves “believers,” choose to remove themselves from Him by their worldly-minded decisions in pursuit of their selfish fleshly agendas.   
     The rich, young ruler of Luke 18:18-30 couldn’t see past his wealth, past his material possessions, or past his authority and control as a business man-ruler over others. Whatever you consider most precious to you is your God. Whatever you fear losing is your God. Whatever your heart goes after the most is your God. Commandment #1 makes it quite clear – either He is exclusively your priority, or He is not involved in your life at all. He will leave you to your choices. He respects our will. If we go about our business to do our own will, He will let us. We’ll find out the results of our decisions very soon. 

     Did you notice that Messiah did not run after the young man who walked away in sorrow because he could not give up his wealth? The young man sought eternal life! He asked Messiah how He could find eternal life. Messiah referred him to the Ten Commandments. He said he kept them since his youth, pointing out his keeping of commandments 5-10. Messiah said that if he would be complete, to give to the poor and come and follow Him. But, he could not let go of His wealth. He did not speak of commandments 1-4, but that’s what Messiah was getting at. Salvation is not in keeping the laws of the Kingdom, but first by following Messiah and then guarding the Kingdom instructions. He was putting the cart before the horse, so to speak. No one can enter the Kingdom of Elohim except through Yahushua He is the door of the narrow gate that leads to life! (John 10; Matthew 7:13-14)  Salvation is not about a belief system, but about total commitment to what you believe, and total commitment to the One you believe in. 

     The young man went away sorrowful. When Messiah made it plain to him that he had to lay down all of his stumbling blocks to serving Him, his idolatry was exposed. In these days to come, all of your idolatry will be exposed.  And what is most precious to you will be taken away from you! It will all perish!  He will have no other gods in His face! The “Day of Yahuweh” is at hand. Yahushua will come with His purging fire. [Refer to: “The Day of Yahuweh”/Nov. 14, 2014]   

     Deuteronomy 6:5: “Love Yahuweh your Elohim with all your heart, your mind, your soul, your strength…”  Yahuweh is so desirous to lift us up so that we walk with Him as Enoch did, as Abraham did. Genesis 5:24: “And Enoch walked with Elohim. Then he was not, for Elohim took him.” In Genesis 6:9, it says, “And Noah walked with Elohim.” Genesis 17:1: “…Yahuweh appeared to Abraham and said to him `I am El Shaddai, walk before me and be perfect.”  Later Abraham was called “the friend of Elohim.” (Ya’cob/James 2:23)  
     From the time of the Garden of Eden, Elohim has always wanted to walk with His people, dwell among His people, and have a family. He will have His family! Rejoice in Revelation 21:1-7!
     What is our higher good? --To be one of His precious children who delight in His Presence, who bask in the joy that He is our Abba! 

     He seeks those who would be blameless before Him. I Thessalonians 5:23: “And the Elohim of peace set you completely apart, and your entire spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of the Master Yahushua Messiah.”  He seeks those with a nature like His – blameless, children of Light, wrapped in His love. He seeks those with whom He can share His secrets, show His creation to, and walk with Him as a Friend. He seeks a family!

     The higher good leads to our being part of the favored and beloved family of Abba Yahuweh. He has sought a family from His first creation. Now, Messiah is returning for His family, with His family. He will live with His family 1,000 years in His Kingdom on earth. Then Yahuweh will bring His eternal Kingdom down to earth--Revelation 21-22. 
     What is higher? He is calling us to Himself to know Him as He is. That has to be priority! Sharing Him and His salvation with others is His priority, so that His family might grow. When we lead someone to Messiah’s salvation, we are like baby-doctors – directing the birth, so that the Spirit can fully do those 40 things He has to do to change us into a totally new creation (II Corinthians 5:17). [Refer to: “The True New Birth”/revised July 28, 2015]

     What is higher? Our eternal position with Him is higher. In a wedding, there are the guests who have a large variety of assignments as His servants, depending on their trustworthiness and experience in obeying Him while on earth. Their eternal rewards are according to their relationship with Him on earth. They are the nations who walk in the light of His City. (Matthew 22:8-14; 25:13-29; Revelation 21:24a) There are the attendants, the “friends of the Bridegroom,” who attend the Groom the Bride and the guests, called also the “kings of the earth.” (Mark 2:19; John 3:29; Revelation 21:23-26) Then there is the blameless Bride of Revelation 3:12; 7:1-8; 14:1-5, and 22:3-5. She lives in His Presence forever in His City. It’s all about a wedding! It’s all about a family! The whole Word is about the Creator finally having His beloved children with Him.

     Derek expounds on this same theme in a recent blog “Who Am I To Question?” December 24, 2015, found on Derek’s and Rivkah’s website: thewelltroddenroad.org… 

      ‘`I am Yahuweh, and there is none else – there is no Elohim besides Me. I gird you, though you have not known Me, so that they know from the rising of the sun to its setting that there is none but Me. I am Yahuweh, and there is none else, forming light and creating darkness, making peace and creating evil. I, Yahuweh, do all these.’  “Rain down, O heavens, from above, and let clouds pour down righteousness. Let the earth open, let them bring forth deliverance, and let righteousness spring up together. I, Yahuweh, have created it. “Woe to him who strives with his Maker! (a potsherd with the potsherds of the earth). Does clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you making?’ Or your handiwork say, ‘He has no hands’?

“Woe to him who says to his father, ‘What are you bringing forth?’ Or to the woman, ‘What are you laboring over?’ ” Thus said Yahuweh, the Set-apart One of Israel, and his Maker, “Do you ask Me about My sons what is to come? And about the work of My hands do you command Me? “I have made the earth, and created man on it. I, My hands have stretched out the heavens, and all their host I have commanded.’ ” Isaiah 45:5-12
      As human beings, we have so many questions. There are so many things we do not understand. Those of majority have grown up having a pre-formed idea of a ‘God’ who gives out but never asks for anything in return. We somehow expect Elohim to play the game and win for us without ever having to lift a finger. We expect Him to wave His magic wand every time we get into trouble. We have been taught that the ball always remains in His court. We expect Him to play the game while we sit back and watch, yet it never was like that from the beginning of time. We have a responsibility to Him to hit the ball back when it is served to us. This is called a relationship. He gave us the “racket” by the death of His only Son, so that we can interact with a Creator who longs to fellowship with us. We were never called to sit on the side lines. We were created for a function and purpose.

     …For those who are desperately seeking healing, physical healing, remember, it is by our own choices that we tie (or untie) the hands of the Father. The Healer will not override our own will if we decide in our heart and by the words of our mouth that we choose death over life. By our own words and actions do we birth life, and by them, we also abort life. (Proverbs 18:21)

      For those who have ever questioned why healing hasn’t come -- think upon this. If we received our healing, what impact will it have on our relationship and walk with Father? Healing begins with honesty. Why do we want to be healed? Is it for our own selfish agenda in order to try and escape a little longer the miseries of pain just to continue on the road of -- ‘life as usual?’

      If we are healed and then sit on our testimony, what was the purpose for the healing? Healing in this life is merely the successful outcome of a temporary miserable state. Yes, Messiah bore our sickness and disease, but for what purpose? If nothing is learned along the journey of faith necessary to attain our healing, then we have only painted the picture of the ‘outcome of success’ according to our limited understanding of what He really truly desired and planned to accomplish within us. In other words, we cheat ourselves out of a deeper work if all we desire from healing is temporary relief to continue living our own agenda. He desires to paint a beautiful scene with our healing, but many deprive Him of what He needs to finish the work. He who began a good work in us will never be finished if we remove the brush from the Artist’s Hand.

      Messiah, as our High Priest, is after the long term goal of making sure that we make it through to the end of our faith (which is the salvation of our soul). We will always be tested, always be tried. Why? Because the Creator of the universe is after much more than our temporary earthly comforts; He is after our eternal soul. This is not to say He will not heal us in this lifetime, but what is in a person’s heart (something we cannot see) is that which determines the extent of the healing. Some people may ask why a person wasn’t healed. Why do they ask this? -- Because as humans, we cannot see past our next breath. But the One who sees tomorrow will work all things toward the fulfillment of His good purposes. He is bringing about a greater plan. Who are we to question that?

It is much too easy to focus on why He didn’t do something today than it is to remember the times in the past where He did do something. 
     It takes more effort through patience, recalling His past faithfulness than the effort it takes to demand instant relief now. Human nature, in general, does not care about healings that took place in the past nor about healings that will take place in the future, but in instant relief right now. While He is the Elohim of the now, how we treat Him in the now through trusting in His healing, based upon what He has already done in the past, will determine our level of belief in the healings of tomorrow.

     Doesn’t our Creator desire that we do well and be in health? Of course, but as it says in 3 John 1:2, our health and well being is in accordance with the prosperity of our soul. What is this prosperity? Riches? Wealth? Fame? -- No, none of these things. Prosperity means to ‘help on the road’ and to ‘succeed in reaching’ the purpose of the journey. If we pray for the healing of our bodies for the sole purpose of cushioning our life today and continuing our quest for easy living tomorrow, shall we squawk at the Creator if our prayers are not answered? Are we asking for healing for our own selfishness or the ability to continue serving others?

      If Satan can get the children of Yahuweh to make the statement, “No God I serve would ever allow such and such….”, then he has won. He has won because he has sown the seeds of doubt. We do not always know why Elohim allows things to happen, but it is not always in our best interest to know why. Faith doesn’t ask why, but proclaims the truth of the matter…the Word and what He said.

    If we knew what Elohim knows…we would never question the times He says ‘no’. This lifetime is a lifetime of learning to trust in Him. IF Satan can derail you into thinking there is no hope in trusting an Elohim who fails, then the enemy has won…Think of this – how certain are you, and how much faith do you have today in confessing out loud what happened to you yesterday? You see, if you went to the store yesterday, you will have the confidence in telling someone today that you went to the store yesterday. Why? BECAUSE it has already happened – you going to the store already took place in times past.

    This is how we are to look at healing. We have such confidence and belief today that we are healed BECAUSE Messiah bore our sickness yesterday! Think of the centurion who said to Yahushua, “just say the word and my servant will be healed

    What we do not know or understand as far as the ways of Yahuweh are concerned, should never cause us to ‘judge’ Him and question, but to humbly submit to Him saying, “you are Elohim and I am not”.

     Yes, He promised never to let go of us, but do not forget this:

“Yahuweh is with you while you are with Him. And if you seek Him, He is found by you, but if you forsake Him, He forsakes you.” – 2 Chronicles 15:2

     That’s something were never taught isn’t it? Again, in the 2nd Commandment, it says that His loving kindness goes on for a thousand generations… for those that love Him and guard His commandments.

There is no joy in the sickness itself, but only in what has been set before us. It is the expectation of our eternal dwelling with Him, that we are able to endure through anything this life throws at us If Messiah Yahushua became our example, then oh the joy in living according to the example He left for us. What other hope have we?

      “We too, then, having so great a cloud of witnesses all around us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race set before us, looking to the Princely Leader and Perfecter of our belief, Yahushua, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the stake, having despised the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of Elohim.”

Hebrews 12:1-2

---------------  
   Allow Yahuweh to be Elohim. Ask Him to show you the higher good in each situation! Look up! Look above this world and all of its sadness. He has a higher calling for you! Where will you fit into eternity? How can you help others fit well into eternity? What is on His heart is really all that is important.  The time is short – be about your Father’s business! 
With His love and shalom, 

Yedidah
January 1, 2015 

My website: comeenterthemikvah.com 

To access articles referred in my articles, use the search menu in the upper right hand corner of the main page…    
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