THE HIDDEN BRIDE OF MESSIAH
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            A Jewish girl in Hurva Square, Old City, Jewish Quarter, Jerusalem, Passover week
             April 2014 - Photo by Yedidah

In some ways this little girl doesn’t look real, but she is. The beauty of this little girl’s face is extraordinary. She looks very mature for a child of about five years old. Here she stands alone in a bridal-style dress, looking longingly towards the loved one she sees coming--her Abba.
Matthew 18:1-4:  “At that time, the disciples came to Yahushua saying, `Who, then, is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?’ And Yahuweh called a little child to Him and set him in their midst, and said, `Truly I say to you, unless you turn and become as little children, you shall by no means enter the Kingdom of heaven. Whoever, then, humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.”
Isaiah 57:15: “For thus declares the High and Exalted One, who dwells forever, whose Name is set-apart, `I dwell in the high and set-apart place, with him who has a bruised and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the bruised one.’ ”  

Isaiah 66:1-2: “Thus says Yahuweh, `the heavens are My throne, and the earth is My footstool…all these things My hand has made, and all things that exist,’ declares Yahuweh, `Yet to such a one I look: on him who is poor and bruised of spirit, who trembles at My Word.’ ”

Matthew 5:3, 8: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven... Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see Elohim.” 

Those who are tender-hearted, loving, gentle, compassionate, kind, humble, and sensitive of nature, are the “poor and bruised” of spirit. There is no pride or haughtiness in them. The blameless ones before Him have no Jekyll and Hyde personality. They don’t bring out a hateful, cruel spirit, when they get disgruntled and spray the devil’s venom at others just because they’re “ticked off.” There is no jealous spirit, no jezebel spirit of control, no selfish self-centeredness that puts others down, while they become angry if anyone tries to correct them. Why is this? Why are they so different than your run-of-the-mill human?  It’s simple -- they have died to self and relinquished all control over their lives to their Master. They love Elohim more than they love themselves. They are submitted totally in obedience to their Master, serving Him with sweetness, hungering to hear the words that fall from His lips. These are full of trust and faith, and like a little child, totally dependent on their heavenly Abba for all of their needs. These are the blameless of heart – these are the ones who receive the attention of Yahuweh.  To them He extends His kavod (grace) and mercy, for these faithful pure ones draw His attention and spark a smile on His face. It is to these children that He speaks and reveals His secrets. They are a comfort to Him that now He has a family who is like Him in nature, ways, and thinking!  They are no longer tossed to and fro by the devil, for they have allowed the Spirit to discipline them into self-control. 
Compare this to what we see all around us in people who are turning more and more cold, hard, unfeeling, with little to no compassion, selfish, self-centered, prideful, devious, jealous, competitive, sadistic, mockers, slanderers, rebellious and defiant--becoming more and more like Lucifer/Satan every day. The mind-programming of tolerance of evil is having its affect worldwide. Lusts of the flesh are out in the open. Those standing for righteousness are often labeled as a cultist, extremist, fundamentalist, or extreme of the right-wing--put on a list as a potential resister, trouble-maker, or even potential terrorist.       

Look closely at this child’s face.  She is dressed like a bride, yet she is still a dependent daughter of her Abba. Her purity is as white as her dress. It is amazing that with all of her running and playing with her sister before I took this picture, she still looks spotless. Her sister was wearing an identical dress. What a picture of the “bridal remnant!” Her skin tone and hair color denote that she is most likely from a Sephardic Jewish family, perhaps from the Mediterranean area of southern Spain. Oh how the Sephardim have suffered through the centuries, just because they are Jewish. The Bride of Messiah, though child-like and pure of heart, is no stranger to persecution and suffering for the sake of her Beloved! The Bride of Yahushua is in a continual battle with enemies. She is a warrior, yet remains spotless in anticipation of the coming of her Bridegroom. Her nature is found in many examples in the Tenach, and in Revelation.

Revelation 14:1-5: “And I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on Mount Zion, and with Him a hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Father’s Name written in their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven as the voice of a great thunder…and they sang as if it were a new song before the throne…These are they which were not defiled with women, for they are virgin. These are they which follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from the earth from among men, being first fruits unto Elohim and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile, for they are blameless before the throne of Elohim.”  
His Bride is the first fruits of the resurrection of the righteous. During the short but intense rage of Satan, she is protected. Those of this remnant are not defiled with the Proverbs 7 woman, for they become virgin of spirit and soul (mind/emotions). Those in this remnant are not necessarily sexually virgin, since “marriage is honorable in all things, and the marriage bed undefiled.” But, they are virgin from sins against the temple of Yahuweh within. (Please read I Corinthians 6:15-20 for clarity.) She has made herself virgin in mind and lifestyle for the sake of purity before the Bridegroom by submission to the Spirit of Yahuweh’s purifying disciplines. She is totally set-apart to Him. She is undefiled in all ways. Her mind and emotions remain stable because she has submitted to the Spirit of Yahuweh to teach her, empower her, transform her, convict her of sin, and lead her into the way of righteousness. She has died to self-will, and has given herself totally into the hands of Yahuweh to prepare to be a virgin-bride of Yahushua. In her mouth is no falsehood – she stands blameless before the throne of Yahuweh. (Please read Psalm 15:1-5; 24 3-6; Isaiah 33:14-17; and Ephesians 5:1-21) 

His Bride has no hidden agenda, no secret ambition, no deceptive motives, no hypocrisy, no hidden sin, no desire to control her life, or anyone else’s life.  She wears no mask that hides impurity within. She has forgiven all who have hurt her, so she holds no bitterness, anger, or desire for revenge. She is totally open to the Light, and under the control of Yahuweh’s Spirit. He has prepared her through much discipline and testing, but she has cooperated totally.  [For in-depth characteristics of the nature of the Bride of Messiah, read “The Two Witnesses, The Bridal Remnant, the Forerunning Company, and the Fleeing Remnant”/2009, and “The Ancient Hebrew Wedding Ceremony”]  
Yes, she is human, yet the Bridegroom sees her as blameless in His eyes because of her intense loyalty and submission to Him. She hates what He hates and loves what He loves. The Ten Commandments are the terms of what Messiah wants in His Bride. He will have no competition--no other gods in His face. Elohim is a jealous exclusivist (Exodus 20:5; 34:14). He will not compete with a rebellious will. He will not compete with the control of a stubborn and prideful spirit.  He will have no wild horses, or goats either, in His Kingdom!  
His Bride is like a “tethered lamb.” She submits to the Spirit’s putting a restraint on her to keep her close to her Abba, so that she cannot stray! She fears straying even the slightest bit from His Presence, because to do so would cause her to forfeit her position as a Bride of Yahushua, who sits by the side of Yahuweh. Her place is by the side of her Bridegroom. (Deuteronomy 15:16-17; Revelation 3:12; 7:1-8; 14:1-5; 22:1-5)      
Because she is totally dependent on Him, she is free from anxiety, fear, fretting, and worry. Her faith is totally rooted in His faithfulness.  
His Bride understands the ancient Middle Eastern ways of husband and wife, and thus she is submitted to Him because it is just the natural thing to do with the one you love. In ancient Hebrew understanding, “love” means to submit to the one loved. The typical Western woman with a natural nature of controlling, pride, self-centeredness, worldly mentality, and fleshly goals, cannot really love. She is too independent, too busy with her own agenda. She might have emotions, but that’s not real love. This is also true of men in Western culture, for the drive to succeed is very strong, and selfishness without restraint is the norm. Thus, in America, the divorce rate has risen to 60% at last count.

Real love abandons everything to please the one loved. Therefore, there can be no selfish agendas or hidden ambitions. Like Ruth with Boaz, she pledged herself to His Elohim, and then aligned to him in all ways. 

Messiah’s Bride is like a little child--totally unmasked. Her desire is towards her husband. This is why there are few divorces in Middle Eastern culture. Selfishness, self-centeredness, selfish ambitions and hidden agendas have no place in a good marriage. (I Peter 3:1-12 is a well-written outline for a solid marriage.)     
“How can two walk together unless they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3, KJV) How can the created walk with the Creator and justly be at odds with Him? We meet the Master in the true new birth, but we also have to develop a personal relationship with Him if we ever hope to walk with Him in His Kingdom!

As John 17 brings out so beautifully, He wants us to be “echad” with Him, as He and His Father are echad – two in absolute unity as one. In the true new birth we are given “the mind of Messiah,” so that we can think like He does. He also wants us to be “echad” with others, as others are “echad” with Him and with His Father. This is the family unity that He desires! We can only be united to those whom the Spirit has united!    
II Corinthians 3:17-18: “Now Yahuweh is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of Yahuweh is, there is freedom. And we all, as with unveiled face, see as in a mirror the esteem of Yahuweh, and are being transformed into the same likeness from esteem to esteem, as from Yahuweh, the Spirit.”  The “mirror” is His Word!
This is the process by which the rebellious sin-prone soul--mind, emotions, reasoning, will, feelings, five senses, carnal nature, earth-bound nature, which operates through the brain and the body--is disciplined and transformed to align to the perfection that has been put into the re-born spirit from Yahuweh. There are forty things that the Spirit does to perfect our spirit when we receive the true new birth. [Refer to: “The True New Birth”]
In the “true new birth” we literally are transformed into a new creation, with His nature, with His desires. (II Corinthians 5:17) As a new born baby desires milk immediately, so the new birth gives us a craving for “the milk of the Word” immediately. (I Peter 2:1-2)

To receive this true new birth requires sincere repentance, abandoning all from the kingdom of darkness, and total submission to Yahuweh and to Yahushua as Master, otherwise there can be no transformation by His Spirit. “He has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.” (I Peter 2:9)  Only those that are totally distanced from the darkness – it does not rule them, it has no fascination for them – are the children of Light. Yahuweh dwells in light.  Those that enjoy the world system and feel at home in it are His enemies (Ya’cob 4:4; I John 2:15-17, as examples). He can’t claim those that won’t separate themselves from the kingdom of darkness. “He is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.” We are servants of one of two masters--Yahushua or Satan.
I Thessalonians 5 23-24: “May the Elohim of peace Himself set you completely apart, and your entire spirit soul and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Master Yahushua Messiah. He who calls you is trustworthy who shall also do it.” (also Philippians 1:6; Psalm 138:7-8)  Notice it’s the Spirit of Yahuweh who has the power to make us blameless, but we must submit to His disciplines and testing. (Hebrews 12) Those not submitting to His discipline are called “bastards.” (KJV) 
The only way transformation can take place is if a person truly repents--turns from the kingdom of darkness, from sin, and slavery to the flesh, to embrace “the Kingdom of His Dear Son.” To receive the true new birth, we submit to a new Master. The old is passed away, and ALL THINGS become new.  He, then, empowers us to choose His will. We receive “the mind of Messiah.” (II Corinthians 5:17; I Corinthians 2:16) 
Worldliness prevails is most churches, even the occult, and eastern mysticism. Sin against Yahuweh is no longer defined, nor is the word “sin” even used lest it offend someone, so people get the idea that if the culture accepts something, so does “God.”

The pure of heart, set-apart, children of light cannot look on evil willingly and accept it as tolerable, and definitely not call it “entertainment.”  Those that can enjoy watching or reading about murder, theft, adultery, fornication, homosexuality, anger, revenge, fighting, devious behavior, and lying, calling it “entertainment,” do not love the Light of Yahuweh!  They do not fear Yahuweh. They do not hate evil. They are comfortable with the things of the kingdom of darkness. As voyeurs, they love watching what causes others to be damned to eternal death, while they consider themselves to be moral and acceptable to God. Proverbs 8:13a: “The fear of Yahuweh is to hate evil.” Those who love this world are enemies of Elohim (Ya’cob 4:4). They put others gods in His face. 

So often these things vile things are laughed about in comedies. It’s true! Those that enjoy watching things that rebel against the Torah of Yahuweh, reading about them, or participating in them, enjoy the darkness of Lucifer’s realm. People gravitate to what they really are. The true children of light are repulsed at the darkness! They run from the darkness. They have no desire for what entices the world’s people. (Isaiah 33:14-17; Psalm 15; 24:3-6; Ephesians 5, for a few examples)  Today, like “Nimrod became…”, people are morphing into the nature of either Satan or Yahuweh.   
Morality is unstable in its adaptation to society and culture, yet it has taken the place of purity before Yahuweh.  People think they are good because they are moral in the society they live in. But, our standard is the Word of Yahuweh – not culture, especially not Western culture. Cultural, or worldly, “morality” has no plumb line. It is not aligned to the standards of Yahuweh, so it stays in constant flux. People accept the mixture of good and evil because these two are so intertwined with each country’s culture. But, the mixture-people will be vomited out of Messiah’s mouth into the kingdom of darkness at His coming. Elohim hates a mixture!  (Revelation 3:14-16)  
In Ezekiel 8, His people were mixing sun god worship with the guarding of Torah. This is happening today on a worldwide scale. Back then, it caused Yahuweh to leave His place over the Ark, and leave them to His wrath. Today, it has caused Yahuweh to withdraw from earth, except in the spirits of His set-apart ones, so that the enemy can come and do as he wills for a short time. Mankind is morphing into two extremes – the marked and damned of Satan, and the blameless Spirit-filled of Yahuweh.  
Take a look at that child again. Would you set her in front of the TV to watch programs that show unmarried people in bed, people yelling at each other in anger, zombies, murder, brutality, aliens, and other filth of this world?  [Refer to “Gentile Sacrifice” and “Cartoons”]  Yes, good people, totally blinded to the evil in cartoons, children’s movies, and children’s programming, put their children in front of the chief Illuminati mind-programmer T.V., and let the little minds of their children absorb what Satan wants to teach them, or take them to the latest “family movies” where they see hybrid transgenic creatures, and Nephillm. This is why you see such defiance and rebellion in Western children, even little children, who are exposed to this demonic programming day in and day out. Because most Orthodox Jews do not allow their children to see these things, but teach them their boundaries from age 3 using the book of Leviticus, most grow up as “tethered lambs” from an early age, and few stray from the boundaries of security in the Torah throughout the lives.  As tethered lambs, our good Abba shows us our boundaries. Through the true new birth, we become citizens of the Kingdom of Light. His good children do not pull against His bands, His ropes, or His tether. It is the wicked who cry out to be freed from His “bands.” (Psalm 2:1-4)  His children peacefully enjoy staying close to Him. This way we begin to take on the nature of Yahuweh to think like He does, act like He does, and become as Yahushua was in this world. We can do nothing to make this happen, except daily to yield to the Spirit of Yahuweh to do it in us! 

In many countries of our world today, true believers are suffering horrendous persecution and death, i.e. China, Indonesia, and Iran. The renewed Inquisition to come will be worldwide. It will divide out the true sheep from those hiding in “sheep’s clothing.” Those truly born of the Spirit will have their chance to show it outwardly, by endurance, by overcoming, and by martyrdom. (Revelation 7:9-17; 14:12-13)  

I Corinthians 6:19-20: “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Set-Apart Spirit who is in you, who you have from Elohim, and you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price, therefore, esteem Elohim in your body and in your spirit, which are of Elohim.”  
But, do you also realize that He can depart from a person’s spirit if they choose to stay defiant against Him, and turn to the allurements of Satan? (Exodus 32:31-33; Revelation 3:1-5, as just 2 examples)  He will have no rebellion in His Kingdom!
When you are around others, do they sense the peace of His Presence in you? Do they feel peace in your home? What is the content of most of your conversation with others? Do you draw people to know Him by His joy in your conversation?  Truly, what is in us comes out, in words, body language, in emotional responses … so that we are exposed to the light. We want others to see us as consistent with the nature of Yahuweh.  
What we are inside will expose itself in our words and emotional responses to things that grate against our flesh. The fruit of the re-born spirit is listed in part in Galatians 5:21-24. This fruit becomes consistent in those that are Spirit-controlled, even when things are hurtful and angering. It is because He is in control, and we are not. If a person is fearful, anxious, fretting, and whiny, they are fighting to maintain control over their situation. If a person is at peace no matter what disappointment or upset crosses their path, it is because they have died to self, and allowed the Spirit to control them. Every day we are tested, so that we can see what is really in us. [Refer to “The Test of Iyob.”]  We all must go through this test. The results of this test will determine your future in eternity. We have to realize that He is Elohim Almighty, and we are not. He must be given the reigns of our life, because all we do is mess up and go astray.   

Are you preparing to meet the King? Not only must the bridal remnant prepare, but also her attendants, those in her wedding party, and her guests. The ten virgins of Matthew 25:1-12 were guests. Five were prepared, five were not. Five went into the wedding feast. Five had the door shut in their face with His words: “Truly, I say to you `I do not know you.’ ” That’s the last thing we want to hear!  Our prayer must constantly be Psalm 139:23-24. 

Also, refer to the fruits of the flesh mentioned throughout the Word that will keep a person out of the Kingdom of heaven:  Galatians 5:19-21; Isaiah 33:14-17; Psalm 15:1-5, and Genesis to Revelation. Yahuweh has warned His creation very thoroughly, and in detail!  
If we are walking in the light, the blood of Messiah cleanses us from all sin – so that we walk blameless before Him. (I John 1:5) It is not just a matter of getting forgiveness over and over and over for the same sin, using I John 1:9 as an excuse to keep sinning. It is a matter of dealing with sin, and allowing Him to cleanse it away forever. It’s not that we don’t have relapses occasionally, and that’s what I John 1:9 relates to, but it means that we walk in a blameless state--a state of repentance and humility. Humility simply means that we are honest about ourselves. Pride cannot mix with humility. We are honest about the good in us, and the bad. We don’t tout the good. Others should be able to see it. But, we submit to the Spirit to remove the bad. 

People flip off righteousness all the time by mouthing “Nobody’s perfect.” If that’s true, why does Yahuweh command us to be set apart like He is, and be perfect, or blameless, before Him? He keeps calling us higher. He will have a people who will go back beyond the garden gate! We can’t be blameless by attempting to be good and moral. Our attempts only produce pride. We must submit totally to the Spirit to do the transforming. That way He gets all the esteem for our transformation, and we humbly praise Him for it. We can’t reach His standards by anything we can do. Only the Spirit can do that in us. And, it is imperative that we stay in a state of preparedness for His entrance, so that we are not ashamed before Him at His coming.  (I John 2:28)
His true children are the lights of the world. (Matthew 5:15-16)

The world is now turning darker and darker, as the demonic forerunners of Lucifer/Satan/Dragon/Devil are entering the earth. The Light is leaving earth, so that the darkness can have his “short time.” The carnal nature of man is surfacing in all its ugliness. But, empowering it are demonic forces that are entering earth in abundance. 
Messiah wants to see His reflection in the face of His Bride. She will walk in simplicity, in humility, in honor and respect, in modesty of manner and dress. She sure doesn’t follow the fashions and fads of the world’s pagan cultures!  She is longingly calling out for His return. Her heart is pure. She is set-apart unto Him. She trusts Him with all her heart. Her whole life revolves around what He is doing, what He is thinking, what He is saying, what He plans to do and her part in it.  Like most engaged women, her constant conversation reflects her love for her soon-to-be Husband. She is delighted to obey what He tells her to do, because she loves Him so much.  

Hosea 2:16, 19: “`And it shall be in that Day’ says Yahuweh, `that you shall call Me Ishe, and no longer call Me Ba’al…And I will betroth you unto Me forever, yea, I will betroth you unto Me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving kindness, and in mercies. I will betroth you unto Me in faithfulness, and you shall know Yahuweh.’ ”    

Look again at the face of that beautiful child. In this picture she is single-focused on her Abba who is coming towards her. She is a human being. She has a sin nature like we all. But, in her childlikeness, her Abba only sees her beauty and purity. Her training in the Torah has already begun, so she knows the perimeters that Yahuweh has set for her of right and wrong. She has learned the Ten Commandments. She already views life from a different perspective than 99% of the rest of the world’s people, simply because of her training so far. She has already cooperated with the teachings of her father and mother, and so has a different nature than 99% of the world’s children who have not had the disciplines of Yahuweh. She has not been exposed to the satanic mind programming of the T.V., movies, video games, or other filth that the world presents to children in candy wrappers. Her parents have protected her as much as possible from the defilement that is in the world. She honors and obeys her father. She fears displeasing him. She obeys “the Torah of her mother.” (“Torah” means instructions and teachings for our good life now, and in eternity, in the Kingdom of Light.) 

She is also learning the consequences for not obeying. This is how the Spirit of Yahushua is “raising” the Bride of Messiah!  The maturity that shows in her face reveals what is in her spirit. You see no “blemish” in this child, neither spots of dirt on her dress. Yahushua, the Bridegroom is spotless and blameless. He seeks the same qualities in His Bride. (Ephesians 5:27; I Peter 1:19)    
Do you long for freedom from the slavery of sin and this world?  Romans 8:21b speaks of “the radiant liberty of the children of Elohim.” By submission to the Spirit of your heavenly Abba, you can have it. You can have His peace, joy, love, contentment, and self-control of your thoughts and emotions. It’s all up to you. 
This beautiful child is not on T.V.  She is no movie star, no child actress.  Her parents are not famous. She is hidden. Like the Bride of Messiah, she is hidden in humility, in meekness--protected by her loving Abba. Her faith rests in her Abba’s love for her. She lives in faith that her parents will care for her, so she has no fear. 
Likewise, the Bride of Messiah also is hidden, as she dwells in the secret place of the Most High, abiding under the shadow of the Almighty. (Psalm 91:1)  She has gone behind the veil, into His Presence, and rests there. The realm of her loving Abba and her Beloved Melek Zadok is the most natural to her. The more she in Their Presence, and the Their Presence is in her, the more she is like Them. Her praises of Yahuweh and Yahushua are continual; they flow out of her spirit like a fountain of water. 

Like Yochanan (John), the Apostle of love, the one symbolic of the Bridal remnant, she is caught up into heavenly places to hear the secrets from Their mouths. (John 13:21-26) Like Miriam of Bethany, when she weeps, He weeps. When He saw the Jews weeping and Miriam weeping, He wept. Then he went to raise Lazarus from the dead. (John 11:32-44)  As His Bride unifies with His heart, He will come and raise the righteous to eternal life. Weeping precedes the resurrection of the righteous. He showed me this in the Isle of Patmos in 2001. 
Both Yochanan and Miriam represent the Bridal remnant. Yochanan had his ear near Yahushua’s mouth, as he leaned on His chest at the last supper. Miriam sat at His feet to hear His words. The reason people are not hearing from Him today is because they are not leaning close enough to His mouth!
His set apart ones are being hidden under His talit, being called into the Most Set-Apart Place to dwell, i.e. Psalm 91:1. The world is preparing to receive “the sky gods” of old. Violence is covering the earth, as we are “in the days of Noah.” Yet, those hidden in Him rest peacefully in His love.  
Shabbat Shalom, 
Yedidah, November 28, 2014 

