Three Men in a Fiery Furnace, 
One Man in a Den of Lions
Recently I watched the movie The Book of Daniel, produced by PUREFLIX (www.pureflix.com/Daniel) I highly recommend it - it is realistic and excellent! 
     I really began studying the writings of the Prophets in the Hebrew Tenach from around 1962, and have not stopped. In the writings of the Prophets (I and II Kings, Isaiah through Malachi, and Revelation) we learn the deep nature of Yahuwah--His thinking, His emotions, His ways of doing things. The Prophets reveal Him as a loving Father, as well as the Almighty, the Most High--the Creator of heaven and earth. They reveal His Son, co-Creator, and our Redeemer. Isaiah is the one book that goes from eternity past to eternity future--speaking more about Messiah and about our day than any other Prophet. Isn’t it interesting that the only complete (and oldest) scroll found at Qumran/Dead Sea was the scroll of Isaiah!

     All the Prophets prophesied on two to three levels: 1) They prophesied about what is happening in their day, 2) about the 1st coming of Messiah, and 3) about our day and the return of Messiah. 
     Through the Prophets we learn about Yahushua’s compassion, His righteousness, His anger against sin, and His promises to always restore a remnant who would walk as His dear set-apart children before Him. Many of the Psalms are highly prophetic, like Psalms 83, 96, 97, 98, and 99, and the Psalms of King David, i.e. Psalm 2, 22, and 24, about the nailing of Messiah to the tree, and about His rising to walk triumphantly into the presence of His Father. 
     Enoch, Eliyahu, Dani’el, and Yochanan the Apostle have been most dear to my heart. The Messianic Writings hold many prophecies about our day and the return of Yahushua Messiah. Besides Messiah’s own prophecies in the four “Gospels,” the Apostles Sha’ul/Paul, Kepha/Peter, Yude/Jude, Ya’cob/James, and Yochanan/John spoke clearly about what is happening right now and what is soon to happen. 

     Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah has become more precious to me of late, as has Yochanan the baptizer, Iyob/Job, Moshe/Moses, and Sha’ul. These are our brothers whom we will meet in the Kingdom. Their words for our day are coming to pass very quickly before our eyes, thus they all are becoming more and more precious to us. All the Prophets prophesied heavily about our day, the restoration of a remnant of the children of Ya’cob to the Land, the condition on the earth before Messiah’s coming, and the return of Messiah. 

     In my own reading of Daniel, since 1962 at least, the stories of the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace, and Daniel in the lion’s den, have been very close to my heart. These were real people who knew and trusted their Elohim well enough to lay down their lives to guard His Word in the face of death. Daniel prophesied almost exclusively about our day and about the empires between Babylon and now who would join forces with a final “Beast.” The books of Daniel and Revelation are “sister books.” They unlock each other.  They both give clear descriptions of the anti-messiah/Beast.  The faith of the patriarchs and the prophets, and the faith of those like them, is so well portrayed in Hebrews 11.  They overcame, and their reward is sure for eternity.

     The movie, The Book of Daniel, portrays the life of Daniel most accurately. The scene of him in the lion’s den is very realistic – the actor who played Daniel was really among lions (trained lions of course). 
     In this brief article, I want to cover the reason why the three young men and Daniel were spared such awful fates for their stand of loyalty to Yahuwah. Our daily lifestyle proves where loyalty to whatever, or whoever, really lies. Loyalty is something that is built one day at a time over time, learning to trust and be exclusively faith to the singular one. In response, Abba has to trust us by our daily actions of loyalty to Him. 
     To understand, in context, what was really happening to Daniel and his three friends, I strongly suggest that before you read any further that you read Daniel chapters 1-6. Chapters 1-5 happened in Babylonian under the Babylonian King, Nebuchadnezzar and his descendant. 
     Daniel and his three friends were young people of the royal court of the kings of Judah who became exiles in Babylon. Daniel 6 takes place in Babylon after the city of Babylon has been captured by Darius, King of the Medes.

     From Daniel 1, you see that young Dani’el and his three young friends, Hananyah, Misha’el, and Azarya, are set-apart to Yahuwah, loyal only to the Elohim of Israel. They refuse to even eat the food of the King. They gain the favor of the King and are exalted to high positions in Babylon. Chapter 1 also tells us that Daniel and the three young men were given awful- sounding Babylonian names.  

    In Daniel 2, Nebuchadnezzar has a very complex dream that baffles him. But, he doesn’t want to tell it to anyone. So, he commanded his magicians and fortune tellers to tell him his dream and interpret it, or else be killed. Daniel 2:10: The terrified astrologers and magicians said: “There is no one on earth who is able to reveal this to the King…” They were right. The King included Daniel in that group. Daniel asked the King to be given time, and that he would bring the dream and interpretation to the King. Daniel went to his friends, and they sought Yahuwah who reveals secrets. 
    Oh how many times in articles have I referenced Daniel 2:19-22 and 27-28, connecting it to Mark 4:22-25; Luke 8:17-28 and Amos 3:7! “There is an Elah in the heavens who reveals secrets.” Faithful to His servant, Yahuwah showed Daniel the dream, and the interpretation. Daniel was filled with the Spirit of Yahuwah and had developed a very close relationship with Him. He was loyal to Yahuwah alone, and Yahuwah was loyal to him. Through much testing Daniel and his friends proved themselves to Yahuwah and also to the court of Nebuchadnezzar. [“Elah” or “Eloah” is singular for the Deity of Yahuwah. The “im” makes it plural, i.e. Elohim: Two Deity, a Father and a Son, in complete and total unity as if they were one--“echad”]     

     The dream in Daniel 2 has to do with the last main four empires that would join together as one in the latter days – our day, discussed in detail in Daniel 7. 
     In Daniel 3, Nebuchadnezzar, knowing that the dream pictured him as the head of gold of the mighty statue, became very proud and arrogant. He decided to build a great statue of himself and demand that everyone in his kingdom worship the statue. If they did not bow to the statue, they would be thrown into a furnace of fire. 
    Daniel 3:6-7: “And whosoever does not fall down and do obeisance will be immediately thrown into the midst of a burning furnace of fire. So, as soon as the people heard the sound of the horn, the flute, the four-stringed lyre, the lyre, the harp, and all kinds of other instruments, all the people, nations, and languages fell down and did obeisance to the gold image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.” 

    The three friends of Daniel had been put over the province that oversaw all of this – Babel itself. They did not heed the warning but went on with their life as if they knew nothing about it. Nebuchadnezzar was in a rage when he found out they wouldn’t bow to his statue. He ordered them in for interrogation. Peacefully they said: “…we have no need to answer you in this matter…for if He so wills, our Elohim whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning furnace and from your hand O King – He does deliver! But, if not, let it be known to you O King that we do not serve your elohim/gods nor do we do obeisance to the gold image you have set up.” 

     It appears that though probably shaky, the three young men had no fear because of their dependence on Yahuwah’s judgment. But, Nebuchadnezzar was livid with rage, and ordered the fiery furnace to be heated seven times hotter. (Daniel 3:16-19)
     Daniel 3:20-30: The three young men were bound and thrown down into the fiery furnace. The furnace was so hot that the men who threw them in were burned up. Nebuchadnezzar was amazed! He stood up in haste and spoke to his counselors. He saw something that he sure did not expect to see. Three men went bound into the fiery furnace. He expected them to be instantly cremated. But, instead, he said to the counselors: “`Did we not throw three men bound into the midst of the fire? … Look! I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of Elah.’ Nebuchadnezzar got nearer the mouth of the furnace to speak to those walking around: “…servants of the Most High come out, and come here.” They walked out of the furnace. 

     Daniel 3:27: “And the viceroys, the nobles, and the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together, seeing these men on whose bodies the fire had no power, and the hair of their heads was not singed, nor their garments changed, nor did they smell like smoke.” 

    Nebuchadnezzar began praising the Elah of the three young men. His gods were headed by Marduk--another name for Nimrod, Osiris, Apollo/Apollyon – the first Beast of Revelation 13. He concludes in Daniel 3:29: “…there is no other Elah who can deliver like this.” Then he promoted the three young men in the province of Babel.    

    In 1994, a pastor of mine in Fort Worth, Texas, made this profound statement: “If you don’t have the victory before you get the victory, you don’t have the victory.” 

    The young men went into the situation with faith, loyalty, and an attitude of – it doesn’t matter what happens to us, we will not shame Yahuwah.   Because their goal was to exalt Yahuwah even before this pagan King, Yahuwah honored them. They had the victory before they were thrown into the fire, or else they would have burned up!!!
     Nebuchadnezzar promoted them to a higher position over Babylon. It should be noted that when Messiah sits as King over the earth, each one of us will be rewarded on how loyal we were, how set-apart we were, to Him. Matthew 25 gives three examples of rewards for standing loyal, vs. the reward for not being loyal. Also, Luke 12:32-48 and Matthew 10:34-39 are clear on this.    

    And, Lone Ranger fans, ask Tonto: “Who was that masked man?” Who was that stranger who appeared to Nebuchadnezzar as the Son of Elah? Of course, He was the pre-incarnate Yahushua! He was there to stand alongside of His bride-minded loyal friends. Yahushua laid down His life for His friends. We are His friends if we submit to Him in loyal obedience (John 15:12-14) These three young men were like young Yochanan/John, who stood by the stake as Messiah died--loyal to the end. Thus, Yochanan was rewarded to see the Revelation because he was a bride-minded loyal friend of his Master.

     Elohim gives special attention to those who stand with Him in loyal obedience. There are great eternal rewards for standing loyally with the Master. Mark 13:9-11: As believers, we will be brought before the judgment of the world’s political and religious rulers for being loyal to Yahuwah and Yahushua! No doubt about it. Will you stand in peace like those three young men who respectfully said: “No, I can’t bow to you.” Those three young men were not arrogant or disrespectful. They spoke to the King with respectful voices. They just stated what they couldn’t do.

     Revelation 13:14-15, speaking of the false prophet: “And he leads astray those dwelling on the earth by those signs which he was given to do before the Beast, saying to those dwelling on the earth to make an image of the Beast…and there was given to him to give spirit to the image of the Beast so that the image of the Beast should both speak and cause to be killed as many as would not worship the image of the Beast.” 
     A high-tech form of Nebuchadnezzar’s statue will be reinstituted. There will also be an identification mark required to do business. Our loyalty will be greatly tested. [Refer to: Royal Secrets and Exclusivity/October 29, 2010, and “Concerning Loyalty – The Battle is Intensifying”/December 25, 2014]  

      In 2010, I visited the Pergamum Museum in Berlin, which was Part 5 in a 7-point proclamation assignment from Abba. The Museum houses the Pergamum altar of Zeus from western Turkey. [Refer to: “The Pergamum Altar and the Throne o Satan”/September 4, 2015]  The Museum also houses the Ishtar Gate, taken from Babylon. On portions of the Ishtar gate, archeologists found inscriptions written by King Nebuchadnezzar about how great he was and how powerful his kingdom was. Daniel 4:30 quotes from one of these inscriptions. It is for this arrogance that Nebuchadnezzar spent time living like a wild animal living out in a field until Yahuwah granted him the gift of repentance. 
     Daniel 5 tells of the conditions just before the taking of Babylon by King Darius of the Medes. Daniel 6 begins the story of Daniel in the Lion’s den. 

     Daniel rose to power under Nebuchadnezzar, being second in the kingdom in authority. When Darius took over, Daniel maintained his position and became honored and well-liked by Darius. In fact, Daniel could do no wrong in the eyes of the king. Jealousy set in among the kings other advisors and councilmen. They knew there was no way to trap Daniel in the natural. He was too astute and perfect in his personal life and business dealings. They reasoned that the only way to trap him had to do with his faith in Yahuwah. In American slang: “The man never even got a parking ticket.” His slate was pristinely pure. He was blameless before the king and the people. He represented, like the three you men and like the Apostle Yochanan, the bridal remnant. His loyalty to Yahuwah was well known. No one messed with that loyalty, for he had proven it to be honored by Yahuwah. [Refer to: “The Pursuit of Excellence”/January 2007]

     Daniel 6:3-5: “Then Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and the viceroys because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to appoint him over all of his kingdom. And the governors and viceroys sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom, but they were unable to find occasion or corruption, because he was steadfast (loyal, unchangeable, unmovable) and no negligence or corruption was found in him.  And these men said, `we shall not find any occasion against Daniel unless we find it in against him concerning the law of his Elah.” (all italics mine)
    The jealous men knew that Daniel was disciplined to pray three times a day in front of the window of his house, so that all could see him praying to Yahuwah. So, they conspired and made a plan to trap him because of this discipline. They went to Darius and pumped up his ego.

    Daniel 6:6-9: The men told Darius that he should publish a decree that no one was to petition any man, or god, for 30 days except him, or else they would be thrown into a den of lions. Since his ego had been pumped up, Darius wrote out and signed the decree. I love Daniel 6:10! When Daniel heard that, he went home, opened the window of his house, and began petitioning Yahuwah as he always did.
     We have perfect liberty to defy what is against the decrees of our Elohim! One simple, up-to-date example: If a pastor is asked by a homosexual couple to marry them, the pastor has all of heaven’s backing to say “NO.” 
     Look again at Romans 8:28-39! Keep those words always in your mind! If a family member, or friend, or your government, asks you to do something that violates the Word of Yahuwah – you have all of heaven’s backing to refuse to do it!
     If you submit to, and obey, what you know is wrong, then you enter into their sin. You are an “accessory to the crime.”  If you do what someone commands you to do that is wrong, you are condoning what is wrong. Thus, you are as guilty as they are! You are an accessory to the rebellion against Yahuwah. If you put yourself in a submissive covenant-relationship with the sinner and his sin, and you will be judged accordingly! 
    Revelation 14:9-11 makes its point. If you submit/identify with sin, with evil, with wickedness of any type, you will receive the damnation of the one you submit to. Deuteronomy 13 makes this clear. Even if it is a family member telling you to do wrong, you will be judged by what you do, not by what someone else does! 

     This is a principle throughout the Torah, the Prophets, and the Messianic Prophetic Scriptures. We stand alone before the judgment seat of Messiah, to receive reward for what we have done--either eternal life, or eternal damnation. We are judged by our words, our works, and our alliances. I state so boldly because this is what Yahuwah taught me through my time in the pit. It is also clearly stated in the Word throughout. There would have been no pit in my life to fall into, if I had had the nature of Daniel and his three friends earlier in my life. Because of His mercy, my loyalty stands fiercely and firmly in Their court!  

     If you are told, or ordered, to do something to harm anyone, especially Yahuwah’s servants--His set-apart children--even if it harms you, remember that you will be judged accordingly for your obedience to the evil one. You can’t point fingers at anyone else. We have to take a stand – who are we loyal to? If a person does wrong towards Yahuwah and His children, they are children of Satan. You do not have to obey the children of Satan who order you to do wrong. Your loyalty is to Yahuwah first and foremost.  
     Revelation 12:11: “And they overcame him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony, and they loved not their lives even unto death.”  

     Daniel was caught praying, and brought for punishment before Darius. Darius was sick of heart. He really liked Daniel. He was angry that he had been tricked. But, according to the “law of the Medes and the Persians” he could not rescind the decree – he had to put Daniel into the lion’s den. 

According to “The Law of the Medes and the Persians,” IF Darius had rescinded the decree he would have been killed by his own officers, and then skinned. His skin would have been stretched across the seat of the throne of his predecessor to remind him not to change the law.

     Daniel was thrown into a den of very hungry wild lions. But, Daniel, like his friends, was at peace. His loyalty never flinched in the face of death. He knew that Yahuwah honored him. He knew Yahuwah and trusted Yahuwah, and Yahuwah knew and trusted him!

     Daniel 6:16: Before having Daniel thrown into the den of lions, Darius said to him, “`Your Elah whom you serve continually, He Himself delivers you.’ ”
So great was Daniel’s witness to the faithfulness of His Elah (“God”) that even Darius had a distanced faith in Him.        
     Daniel 6:17-18: Daniel was put in the lion’s den. The king put a stone over the top of the den, and sealed it with his own signet ring. Then he went into his room and began fasting. He couldn’t sleep. He wanted no entertainment. He was very upset that he had been tricked. 

     Daniel 6:19-20: Early the next morning, King Darius ran to the den. He called out in a grieved voice to Daniel: “Daniel, servant of the living Elah, has your Elah whom you serve continually been able to deliver you from the lions?”  
     What a testimony Daniel must have had before the King and the people! They knew the strength of his loyalty to Yahuwah. They knew that Yahuwah was the Elah/Eloah (singlular) (Elohim, plural), of Israel.  They knew from that He had brought the people out of Egypt by miracles, and they knew of the miracles of the wilderness journey and of their taking of the Land under Joshua. The history was written for them to read. The “Elohim of Israel” was no stranger to the pagan cultures around the Land. 
     I saw a stele in the Israeli Museum in Jerusalem that mentioned the “House of David.” It was a stele written by a conquering king who wrote that their god, Chemosh, had conquered Yahweh, and the king, of the House of David. Tourist books published in Jordan today say “Yahweh” is the God of Israel.    
     Excerpts from Daniel 6:21-28: “Then Daniel said to the king, `O king, live forever! My Elah has sent His messenger and shut the lion’s mouths and they did not harm me because I was found innocent before Him. And, also, before you, O King, I have done no harm…And Daniel was taken up out of the den and no harm was found on him because he trusted in his Elah…And the sovereign gave orders and they brought those men who had accused Daniel, and they threw them, their children, and their wives into the den of lions. And the lions overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces before they reached the floor of the den. Then King Darius wrote to all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: `Peace be increased to you. From before me is made a decree that throughout every rule of my reign men are to tremble and fear before the Elah of Daniel, for He is the living Elah, and steadfast forever. And His reign is one which is not destroyed, and His rule is unto the end. He delivers and rescues, and He works signs and wonders in the heavens and on earth, for He has delivered Dani’el from the power of the lions.’ And this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Koresh the Persian.” 

     Darius only reigned about a year. In Daniel 9, Koresh (Cyrus), the nephew of Darius, began his reign. When Koresh took the throne, Daniel knew from the scroll of Jeremiah that the 70 years of captivity was up. 
     Isaiah 44:28-45:1-7: A prophecy went forth 150 years before Koresh/Cyrus became king, calling him by name, that he was the servant of Yahuwah to send His people back home to Jerusalem. Thus, Yahuwah actually introduced Himself to Koresh/Cyrus. The prophecy was told to him, and this is why he did what he did to help the people go home. (II Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-8, etc) 

     Daniel 9: Daniel began to repent for the reason they were in captivity to pave the way for the return of a remnant to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. 

     From my article: “Calling the Remnant of Ephraim Amidst the Pending Destruction of East Jerusalem”/April 16, 2011: “Abba then led me to read Daniel 9:1-2. Daniel realized that 70 years of captivity spoken of by Jeremiah the Prophet (Jeremiah 25:11) was about finished, and the people would soon be able to return to Jerusalem. Daniel checked the scroll of Jeremiah and realized that the return would be soon. So, he began fasting, praying, and repenting for the sins that caused the House of Judah to be exiled to Babylon along with a small remnant of the House of Israel. Daniel was preparing the way for their return by repentance, prayer, and intercession. It was in the first year of Darius the Mede…Then we find from Ezra 1:1-2, and II Chronicles 36:20-23 that in the first year of Koresh (Cyrus) of Persia, the people were allowed to go back to Jerusalem with his blessing and help. So, I pondered, how long it was from the first year of the reign of Darius to the first year of the reign of his nephew Koresh. I went to historical records, and found that Darius only ruled from 1 to 1½ years. Daniel, through repentance, was clearing the path for the return of Judah back to the land. The path was strewn with sin and rebellion against Abba. It had to be cleared and forgiveness granted in order for a remnant of Judah to return and rebuild.”
     It is our privilege to be forerunners—by proclamation to clear the path for the return of Ephraim to the Land, and for Messiah to return.  
     Ezra and his group were the first to return, to rebuild the temple. Then 13 years later, Nehemiah went to begin to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem that had been torn down. Today, you can walk along Nehemiah's wall that stretches between the City of David and the Kidron Valley floor. 
     Most of us grew up in church, hearing the exciting stories of Noah and the ark, the three Hebrew boys in the fiery furnace, and Daniel in the lion’s den. Sadly, the “Bible stories” were made to be so childish that they appeared to be fantasy. Along with these stories, most of us heard stories like Cinderella, Snow White, and Sleeping Beauty. So fantasy wrapped itself around most people in America to the point that Bible stories were put in the same mental filing cabinet as the cartoons by Walt Disney. Tragically, Christian missionaries have taken this down-playing of powerful events in the Word to other countries, along with America’s fanciful escapism doctrines. Many of today’s children’s Bibles and Bible story books are drawn with cartoon-like characters. Noah’s ark looks like a big wash tub floating on the ocean, with all the animals and Noah standing at the rim waving to us. 

     But, when I read these two accounts from the Word, I get chills. They are very real to me. The same scenarios are promised to us in our day. We will have to choose loyalty to Yahuwah, or loyalty to whatever calms our fears. The three young men and Daniel had already made up their minds before they ever were taken to Babylon that they would not break their loyalty to their Elohim. It wasn’t that they just got sprinkled with faith-dust out of the blue when challenged. No! They were solid in the Word of Yahuwah. The Word and the nature of Elohim is our Rock of stability! Knowing Him, we can endure and overcome!

     Evidently, Jeremiah entrusted Daniel, of the royal family of the kings of Judah, with his scroll. Daniel 9:2-4a reads: “I, Daniel, observed from the Scriptures the number of years according to the word of Yahuwah given to Jeremiah the prophet for the completion of the waste of Jerusalem would be seventy years. So I set my face towards Yahuwah Elohim to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth and ashes. I prayed to Yahuwah my Elohim and made confession…” 
     Please read Daniel 9:1-19. It is a powerful prayer, one that we can use to pray for the return of the remnant of Ephraim to the Land. James Block wrote and sings words from this awesome prayer in his Daniel 9 song.   
     We will face exactly the same challenges as these four men faced. By their lives, the “Messenger” of Yahuwah, the “malak” of Yahuwah, was with them – in the fiery furnace and the den of lions – Yahushua Messiah!

     Are you as prepared as they were mentally and spiritually to face what they faced, or worse? It is a sobering time. Let us redeem time and be prepared to stand before our King in peace and joy!

In His love and shalom,
Yedidah
June 1, 2016
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